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June 5, 2009

The Honorable Patrick Leahy
Chairman

Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Jeff Sessions
Ranking Member
Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Re: Endorsement of Judge Sonia Sotomayor for the United States Supreme Court
Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Sessions:

On behalf of the National Association of Police Organizations (NAPO), representing
more than 241,000 law enforcement officers throughout the United States, I am writing to
advise you of our endorsement of the nomination of Judge Sonia Sotomayor for the
United States Supreme Court.

Throughout her distinguished career spanning three decades, Judge Sotomayor has
worked at almost every level of our judicial system, giving her a depth of experience and
knowledge that will be valuable on our nation’s highest court. After five years as the
Assistant District Attorney in Manhattan, she went into private practice in 1984 to
become a corporate litigator. In 1991, she began her career as a federal judge with her
nomination to the United States District Court by President Bush. In 1992, she was
promoted to the United States Appeals Court for the Second Circuit by President Clinton,
where she has served for the past eleven years.

Through her years of trial experience as an Assistant District Attorney, Judge Sotomayor
gained an understanding of what law enforcement officers go through day to day in their
jobs. Her familiarity with criminal procedure and qualified immunity are evident in the
rulings and findings she has issued during her seventeen year carcer as a federal judge.
Judge Sotomayor has shown that as a jurist she has a keen awareness of the real-world
implications of judicial rulings, an important aspect when it comes to evaluating the
actions of law enforcement officers and to keeping officers and the communities they
serve safe.

As a Supreme Court Justice, NAPO believes Judge Sotomayor’s extensive experience in the
judicial system and the knowledge she has gained as a prosecutor and judge will serve our
nation well. Therefore, we urge you to confirm the nomination of Judge Sonia Sotomayor
for the United States Supreme Court. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact
me, or NAPO's Executive Director, Bill Johnson, at (703) 549-0775.






