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June 8, 2009

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy, Chair

The Honorable Jeff Sessions, Ranking Member
Senate Judiciary Committee

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Sessions:

On behalf of the Nati onal Sheriffs’ Association, we are writing to express our support for the
nomination of Sonia S otomayor to be the Associate Justice of the United S tates Supreme Court.

As you know, in most jurisdictions, sheriffs have several responsibilities in the criminal justice
system including law enforcement and the administration of our jails. Because of the sheriff's
role in enforcing the law and administering the jails, there are many occasions where the
sheriff's duties are directly impacted by the actions of the United States Supreme Court. Sheriffs
across the country can recite examples in our communities, where criminals have gone free
because of technicalities. In many cases, an overriding problem for law enforcement throughout
the United States has been the courts—on the federal, state and local level.

Because of the critical role that the court plays in our criminal justice system, the National
Sheriffs’ Association is urging the Senate to confirm Judge Sotomayor who we believe has the
qualifications, judicial philosophy and commitment to interpreting the Constitution with an
abiding sense of fairness and justice.

Judge Sonia Sotomayor’s real world experience as a prosecutor who pursued justice for victims
of violent crimes as well as a federal judge at both the district and circuit court levels with an
unassailable integrity make her an ideal nominee to serve on the Supreme Court. We believe
her judicial philosophy in criminal justice to be sound and support her common sense approach
in reviewing criminal cases.

As one of the largest law enforcement organizations in the nation, the National Sheriffs’
Association is calling on the United States Senate to approve Sonia Sotomayor to be the next
Associate Justice of United States Supreme Court.

Respectfully, :
Sheriff David A. Goad Aaron D. Kennard
President Executive Director

Serving Our Nation's Sheriffs Since 1940





