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June 8, 2009

The Honorable Patrick Leahy, Chairman

The Honorable Jeff Sessions, Ranking Member
Committee on the Judiciary

U.S. Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senators Leahy and Sessions,

I am writing in support of President Obama’s nomination of Judge Sonia Sotomayor to
" serve as associate _]ustlce of the Supreme Court of the United States. I believe that Judge
Sotomayor’s inspiring life story, and especially her experience as a prosecutor in New York City,
where I spent most of my career, demonsirate a strength of character that will serve her well on
our nation’s highest court,

Judge Sotomayor grew up in a housing project in the South Bronx. I patrolled the streets
of the South Bronx in the 1970s and know what a tough environment that was. I did not have the
privilege of working with Assistant District Attorney Sotomayor, but recently I have spoken to
several of my colleagues who did work with her, and they give her nothing but rave reviews.
They were impressed with her intelligence, her strong work ethic, and her fierce determination to
prosecute criminals, and they use words like “salt of the earth” to describe her.

I believe it is important to note that in the questionnaire that she filled out for the
Judiciary Committee, Judge Sotomayor included several criminal cases from her years as a
prosecutor in a list of the 10 litigated matters in her career that she considers “most significant.”
These include the case of the so-called “Tarzan murderer,” as well as a child pornography case

* that Ms. Sotomayor pursued relentlessly when others seemed to consider it a low priority.

Like many others, I have been inspired by Judge Sotomayor’s personal story. Through
hard work and determination, she earned degrees from Princeton and the Yale Law School, After
getting her law degree, she could have cashed in at a blue-chip law firm, but she chose instead to
take a low-paid position in the Manhattan District Attorney’s office, where she gained priceless
real-world experience that cannot help but inform her judgment as she decides criminal cases
that come before her.
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Sonia Sotomayor went out of her way to stand shoulder to shoulder with those of us in

~ public safety at a time when New York City needed strong, tough, and fair prosecutors. Iam
confident that she will continue to bring honor to herself, and now to the Supreme Court, when
she is confirmed for this critically important position.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

J“'F'/:

John F, Timoney

Chief of Police, Miami, Florida
President, Police Executive Research Forum





