
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Written Questions for Michael B. Mukasey
Nominee to be Attorney General for the United States
From Senator Byron Dorgan

Questions:

1. As you know, the Department of Justice has a unique legal and moral obligation
to provide law enforcement services on reservation lands. How do you expect to
coordinate with tribal leaders and convey your vision for meeting this obligation?

ANSWER: As I understand it, the Department of Justice works primarily in two ways to
carry out these obligations. The Office of Tribal Justice (OTJ) acts as a liaison and
primary point of contact between the Department and Native American tribes.
Additionally, the Attorney General’s Advisory Committee (AGAC) contains a Native'
American Issues Subcommittee. That Subcommittee consists of United States Attorneys
whose districts contain substantial portions of Indian counti'y. In addition, those United
States Attorney’s Offices that contain substantial portions of Indian country have
consistent interaction with tribal leaders. As part of my comprehensive review of the
Department, should I be confirmed, I will consult with OTJ and the AGAC Native
American Issues Subcommittee about how best to fulfill their legal and moral
responsibilities.

2. The Senate Committee on Indian Affairs has held a series of hearings in 2007
documenting the law enforcement crisis in Indian country. How do you plan to
address this crisis in terms of personnel and dedication of resources?

ANSWER: Should I be confirmed, I will undertake a comprehensive review of the
Department’s allocation of resources and personnel. As part of the review, I will assess
resources and personnel dedicated to addressing law enforcement in Indian country. I
anticipate being guided in this aspect of the assessment by OTJ and the Native American
Issues Subcommittee.

3. In light of the Government's obligation to tribal public safety, and the
Department's specific investigatory and prosecutorial duties, will you establish or
elevate an office within Main Justice that will report directly to you or the Deputy
Attorney General to coordinate on Native American issues?

ANSWER: "Should I be confirmed, as part of my comprehensive review of the
Department, I will ensure that an appropriate reporting relationship exists between OTJ
and senior Department officials. I will also maintain the important relationship that exists
between the Native American Issues Subcommittee and the Attorney General.



