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Honorable Barack Obama
President-elect, United States of America
c/o David Ogden
Presidential Transition Team
Washington, DC 20270

Dear President-elect Obama:

I am pleased to write this letter in support of Eric Holder as the next Attorney General of the
United States of America.

Partnership for Safety and Justice (PSJ) is a unique non-profit organization. Based in Portland,
Oregon, PSJ advocates for statewide publiC safety policies that address the rights and needs of
the people directly affected by crime: both victims and offenders. Crime is a complicated issue,
which has multifaceted dynamics contributing to the commission of crime and stemming as a
result of the crime. A successful response to crime can be no less multi-faceted than the issue
of crime itself.

Mr. Holder has an impressive career of understanding the complicated nature of crime and
developing ways to address the many issues involved. As U.S. Attorney for the District of
Columbia, Mr. Holder created one of the first Community Prosecution Programs in the District.
The program brought prosecutors to the community and enabled this key piece of the criminal
justice system to respond to the community's needs in an innovative, proactive way.
Prosecutors and community leaders worked together on early prevention and intervention
efforts. They addressed the root causes of crime in the community, while they also developed
ways to assist crime victims. This holistic approach exemplifies the criminal justice system's
ultimate goal: public safety.

At PSJ, we believe that to achieve public safety, we need to be smart on crime. We need to
understand both the causes of crime and the effects of crime. We need to protect the rights of
both defendants and victims, while supporting services that help each rebuild their lives.

Mr. Holder is an outstanding choice for Attorney General. PSJ proudly supports his nomination
and appreciates his holistic approach to being smart on crime.

Sincerely,
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