
 

 

August 1, 2022     

 

The Honorable Dick Durbin 
Chairman 
Committee on the Judiciary 
United States Senate 
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 

 The Honorable Chuck Grassley 
Ranking Member 
Committee on the Judiciary 
United States Senate 
152 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

 

Re:    John Frank Murphy, Judicial Nominee to the United States District Court for 
the Eastern District of Pennsylvania 

 

Dear Chairman Durbin and Ranking Member Grassley: 

 Since John Frank Murphy first entered the private practice of law, he has demonstrated a 
knowledge of the law beyond his years, a keen interest in understanding the underpinnings of 
that law, and an unmatched talent and outright enthusiasm for communicating both the law and 
its underpinnings in concise, clear, and understandable terms. In sum, he is a student as well as a 
respected practitioner of the law. And it is, in part, for this reason that we, the undersigned 
current and former colleagues of Mr. Murphy, strongly support his confirmation to the United 
States District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania. Among us are Mr. Murphy’s 
clients, Fellows of the American College of Trial Lawyers, general counsels, adjunct professors 
at Philadelphia-area law schools, law-firm managing partners, past presidents of the Philadelphia 
Intellectual Property Law Association, mediators, arbitrators, special masters, and former 
mentors to and mentees of Mr. Murphy. We know his skills, knowledge, and judgment and 
therefore endorse and encourage his confirmation to the judiciary. Parties who will come before 
him will be in amply-capable hands – hands that will first properly interpret and understand law 
before applying it to facts – where justice and fairness will prevail.  

 Mr. Murphy started his career at a sprint, graduating summa cum laude from Cornell 
University with a Bachelor of Science in Chemical Engineering, earning a doctorate in Chemical 
Engineering from the California Institute of Technology, and then graduating cum laude from 
Harvard Law School where he was Editor-in-Chief of the Harvard Journal of Law & 
Technology. Upon completion of a clerkship at the United States Court of Appeals for the 
Federal Circuit, he continued in private practice where, over the course of fifteen years, we have 
come to not only know and respect Mr. Murphy but to learn from him.  
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Mr. Murphy quickly surmounted the challenge of understanding intellectual property law, 
one of the most complicated legal and factual areas of practice. And despite the rigors of private 
practice in high-stakes patent litigation – and the time and energy such a career exacts – Mr. 
Murphy not only co-authored the fourth and fifth editions of the West Academic Publishing 
casebook, Patent Litigation and Strategy, but also taught a course in patent litigation at Rutgers 
Law School where he has been an adjunct professor since 2014. While his private-practice career 
has centered on intellectual property law, Mr. Murphy’s keen intellect and curiosity, his sense of 
fairness, and his drive for justice have led him to pro bono representations in veterans’ rights and 
prisoner civil rights cases. These same attributes will well serve all parties who come before him 
on the bench. 

As evidenced by the number of signatories to this letter, Mr. Murphy’s success also lies 
in his devotion to his colleagues and clients, his loyalty, his sense of justice, and his enthusiasm 
for helping others. Mr. Murphy loves the law not as an end but as a means – a means for solving 
problems. And we know Mr. Murphy – through his hectic life in private practice, as a devoted 
husband and father, as an adjunct professor, and as an author – to be an inexhaustible and 
indefatigable problem solver. It is for this reason as well that we encourage his speedy 
confirmation.  

Parties bring problems to the court, and the sooner Mr. Murphy is in a position to solve 
those problems through application of the law and practical common sense, the better off those 
parties, our system, and this Republic will be.   

 

 Sincerely, 

 

Sean C. Brock 
Assistant General Counsel, Patents 
Johnson & Johnson   

John W. Caldwell  
Partner, retired, Baker & Hostetler LLP 
Former President, Philadelphia 
Intellectual Property Law Association   

John Donohue, Jr. 
Partner (retired) Baker & Hostetler LLP 
Past President, Benjamin Franklin Inn of 
Court 

 

 Jeffrey W. Lesovitz 
Partner, Baker & Hostetler LLP  

Jacqueline Lesser 
Partner, Ice Miller LLP  

Gary H. Levin 
Of Counsel, Baker & Hostetler LLP 

Stephanie A. Lodise, Ph.D. 
Partner, Baker & Hostetler LLP 

Joseph Lucci 
Partner, Baker & Hostetler LLP  
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Jonathan M. Dunsay 
Senior Attorney, Volpe and Koenig, P.C.  

Dianne B. Elderkin 
Partner Emeritus Akin Gump Strauss 
Hauer & Feld LLP 

Adam J. Forman 
Partner, Baker & Hostetler LLP 

Harold H Fullmer III 
Partner, Condo Roccia Koptiw LLC 
Adjunct Professor, Temple University 
Beasley School of Law Adjunct 
Professor, Drexel University Thomas R. 
Kline School of Law 

Michael T. Ghobrial  
Partner, Condo Roccia & Koptiw LLP 

Daniel J. Goettle 
Partner, Baker & Hostetler LLP  
Adjunct Professor, Drexel University  
Thomas R. Kline School of Law 

Aleksander J. Goranin 
Partner, Duane Morris LLP 

Gregory A. Grissett 
Principal & Shareholder, Offit Kurman, 
P.A. 

Lesley McCall Grossberg 
Partner, Ice Miller LLP 

Felicity E. Groth 
Partner, Baker & Hostetler LLP 

Stephanie M. Hatzikyriakou  
Associate, Baker & Hostetler LLP 

 David L. Marcus 
SVP, Chief Litigation Counsel, Sr. 
Deputy General Counsel 
Comcast Cable Communications, LLC 

Jeanne Michele Mariani 
Litigation Counsel, Grindr LLC 

Steven D. Maslowski 
Partner, Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & 
Feld LLP 
Adjunct Professor, Temple University, 
James E. Beasley School of Law  

Barbara L. Mullin 
Partner, Patterson Belknap Webb & 
Tyler LLP  

Ruben H. Munoz 
Partner, Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & 
Feld, LLP 
Adjunct Professor, Temple University, 
James E. Beasley School of Law 

John M. Paolino  
General Counsel, Control Point 
Associates 

Matthew A. Pearson  
Partner, Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & 
Feld LLP 
Adjunct Professor, University of 
Pennsylvania Carey Law School 

Kyle D. Petaja, 
Lead Intellectual Property Counsel, 
Novocure   

Aaron B. Rabinowitz 
Partner, Baker & Hostetler LLP 

Steven J. Rocci PC 
Founder, Professor Emeritus Patent Law 
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Dale M. Heist 
Partner (retired) Baker Hostetler LLP  

Carl W. Hittinger 
Partner, Baker & Hostetler LLP 

Jason F. Hoffman 
Partner, Baker & Hostetler LLP 

Edward J. King 
Senior Patent Counsel 
DePuy Synthes, a Johnson & Johnson 
Company 

Michael Koptiw 
Patent Attorney, Condo Roccia Koptiw 
LLP 

Jennifer M. Kurcz 
Partner, Baker & Hostetler LLP 

Alaina J. Lakawicz  
Associate, Baker & Hostetler LLP 

Justine M. Leach 
IP Counsel, Novocure 

Robert P. Leeson 
Associate, Baker & Hostetler LLP  

and Patent Litigation,  
Drexel University Thomas R. Kline 
School of Law and  
Temple University, James E. Beasley 
School of Law 

Joshua Sanders 
Vice President, Global IP, Litigation, 
and Employment Law 
Amneal Pharmaceuticals  

Eric J. Schaal 
General Counsel & Secretary, Day & 
Zimmermann Munitions  
& Government 

Leif R. Sigmond. Jr.  
Partner, Baker & Hostetler LLP 

Cassie Simmons  
Associate, Baker & Hostetler LLP 

Jake W. Soumis 
Assistant General Counsel, Crown 
Holdings Inc. 

Angela Verrecchio  
Senior Counsel – Patent Litigation, 
Johnson & Johnson 
Past President, Philadelphia Intellectual 
Property Law Association 

David Jon Wolfsohn 
Partner, Duane Morris LLP 

 
References to law firms, corporations, or other institutions are for identification purposes only 
and do not constitute endorsements by those entities. 

 

 


