
The Honorable Richard J. Durbin 
Chairman 
Committee on the Judiciary 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

The Honorable Lindsey Graham 
Ranking Member 
Committee on the Judiciary 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 

Re:  Nomination of Margaret Garnett to the United States District Court for the Southern 
District of New York 

Dear Chairman Durbin and Ranking Member Graham: 

We respectfully submit this letter in strong and unqualified support of the nomination of 
Margaret Garnett to the United States District Court for the Southern District of New York.  We 
are all former prosecutors from the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Southern District of New York 
who had the pleasure of serving with Ms. Garnett while she was an Assistant United States 
Attorney (“AUSA”) and later a member of the executive staff.  Following her tenure as an 
AUSA and supervisor, in 2017, Ms. Garnett joined the New York State Attorney General’s 
Office and, in 2018, was appointed Commissioner of the New York City Department of 
Investigation.  In 2021, Ms. Garnett returned to the Southern District of New York U.S. 
Attorney’s Office as the Deputy U.S. Attorney and currently serves as Special Counsel to the 
U.S. Attorney. 

Ms. Garnett follows in the footsteps of many generations of relatives who have dedicated their 
lives to serving our great Nation within the Armed Forces.  Honoring their legacy, Ms. Garnett 
has dedicated her legal career to the service of others and upholding the Rule of Law. 
Throughout her long and distinguished career in public service, Ms. Garnett’s character and 
conduct consistently earned her the deep respect of fellow prosecutors and investigators, defense 
attorneys, and judges alike. Ms. Garnett’s integrity, forthrightness, and interpersonal skills had a 
profound impact on the lives of many individuals.  As a violent crimes prosecutor, Ms. Garnett 
encountered often reticent victims and witnesses, whose trust she gained by devoting countless 
hours to ensuring their comfort, and treating all with respect and dignity no matter their 
background or station in life.  Her investigation and trial skills are legendary, as is the brilliance 
of her writing.  These strengths are rivaled only by her profound ability to listen and her deep 
commitment to fairness.    

Ms. Garnett is honest, humble, open-minded, and brilliant, with a deep respect for the law, the 
truth, and the rights of individuals.  Throughout her career, Ms. Garnett inspired those around her 
to emulate her impeccable judgment, mastery of the law, humility, commitment to excellence, 
and unwavering integrity.  Her skills, collaborative work with law enforcement agents and 
investigators, and dogged commitment to truth-seeking also led to the exoneration of five people 
wrongfully convicted in 1995 of murdering a cab driver.  Ms. Garnett dedicated countless hours 
to ensuring justice was served in that case, just as she did in all of the cases she has led and 
supervised.  

It is Ms. Garnett’s value-driven, considered judgment that has long led colleagues and 
supervisors to seek out and follow her input on a wide range of challenging issues.  In our 
dealings with Ms. Garnett, she has never displayed anything other than an even-handed, 



measured temperament.  Ms. Garnett never shies away from the hard question, and is committed 
to doing the right thing, at the right time, for the right reasons.  She was and is a credit to the 
institution of the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Southern District of New York, adhering to its 
highest values at all times. 

We respectfully submit that all of these qualities make Ms. Garnett uniquely suited to be a 
District Court Judge.  Without a doubt, she will be a credit to the District Court bench. 

Thank you for considering this letter. 

Sincerely, 

Jonathan S. Abernathy 
Jeffrey Alberts 
David B. Anders 
Santosh Aravind 
Marcus A. Asner 
Anirudh Bansal 
Arianna Berg 
Jillian B. Berman  
Robert Boone 
Michael Bosworth 
Jeffrey A. Brown 
Thomas Brown 
Jacob W. Buchdahl 
Marshall A. Camp 
Carrie H. Cohen 
Jenna M. Dabbs 
Arlo Devlin-Brown 
Maria E. Douvas 
Sarah K. Eddy 
Christian R. Everdell 
Joseph P. Facciponti 
Zachary Feingold 
Michael Ferrara 
Daniel Filor 
Amy Finzi 
Harris Fischman 
Christopher D. Frey 
Nicole Friedlander 
Joshua A. Goldberg 
Nicholas Goldin 

Ilan T. Graff 
Benjamin Gruenstein 
Jason P.W. Halperin 
William Harrington 
Aimee Hector 
Nola B. Heller 
Adam Hickey 
John M. Hillebrecht 
Victor L. Hou 
Randall Jackson 
Brian A. Jacobs 
David N. Kelley 
Edward Kim 
Joon H. Kim 
Jonathan S. Kolodner 
Glen Kopp 
Laurie Korenbaum 
Amanda Kramer 
Paul Krieger 
Mark Lanpher 
Christopher LaVigne 
Sharon Cohen Levin 
Michael A. Levy 
Marc Litt 
Joan M. Loughnane 
Kathryn Moore Martin 
Jessica A. Masella 
Glen G. McGorty 
Nicholas McQuaid 
Christine Meding 

Julian J. Moore 
Parvin Moyne 
Rahul Mukhi 
Benjamin Naftalis 
Kan Nawaday 
Jonathan B. New 
John O’Donnell 
James Pastore, Jr. 
Sarah E. Paul 
Danya Perry 
Guy Petrillo 
Mark A. Racanelli 
Paul Radvany 
Seetha Ramachandran 
Rebecca Monck Ricigliano 
Mimi Rocah 
Jennifer Rodgers 
Rebecca Rohr 
Michael M. Rosensaft 
Anjan Sahni 
Timothy D. Sini 
Alexander H. Southwell 
Shane T. Stansbury 
Jocelyn Strauber 
Niketh Velamoor 
Wendy Huang Waszmer 
Hadassa R. Waxman 
Avi Weitzman 
Alexander J. Willscher 
Richard B. Zabel 

 
 
cc:  The Honorable U.S. Senator Charles E. Schumer 
 


