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PROCEEDINGS

MR. DAVIS: Good morning. This 1s the
transcribed interview of Robert Goldstone.

On October 18, 2017, Chalrman Grassley
gsent Mr. Goldstone a letter, stating that the
Judiciary Committee was seeking information
related to a meeting held on June 9th, 2016, at
Trump Tower, as well as related matters. The
letter requested an interview and certain
categories of documents.

In response, Mr. Goldstone has, through
his counsel, agreed to this voluntary interview
and provided roughly 200 pages of documents.

Would the witness please state your name
for the record?

MR. GOLDSTONE: Robert Tan Goldstone.

MR. DAVIS: On behalf of the chairman, I
want to thank Mr. Goldstone for appearing here
today. My name 1s Patrick Davis, and I am the
deputy chief investigative counsel with the
committee's majority staff.

I will ask everyone else from the
committee who 1s here to introduce themselves as
well. We will get to Mr. Goldstone's counsel in

Just a few moments.
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MR. FOSTER: Jasgon Foster, chief
investlgative counsel for Chalrman Grassley.

MR. HOLMES: Lee Holmes, chief counsel to
Lindsey Graham.

MZ. DUCK: Jennifer Duck, =staff director for
Senator Feinstein.

MS. SAWYER: Heather Sawyer, general
counsel, Senator Felnstelin.

MsS. QUINT: Lara Quint with Senator
Whitehouse.

MS. CLAFLIN: Molly Claflin, counsel for
Senator Feinstein.

MR. PRIVOR: Brian Privor, senlior counsel to
Senator Feinstein.

MR. DAVIS: The Federal Rules of Ciwvil
Procedure do not apply to any of the committee's
investligative activitlies, 1ncluding transcribed
interviews. There are some gulidelines we follow,
and I will go over those now.

Our questioning will proceed in rounds.
The majority staff will ask questions first for 1
hour. Then the minority staff will have the
opportunity to ask guestions for an egqual amount
of time. We will go back and forth until there

are no more gquestions, and the interview 1s over.
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We typically take a short break at the
end of each hour, but should you need to take a
break at any other time, please just let us know.

We can discuss Taking a break for lunch whenever
you are ready to do that.

We have an official reporter taking down
everything we say to make a written record, so we
ask that vyou glve verbal responses to all
Jquestions.

Do you understand?

MR. GOLDSTCNE: T do.

MR. DAVIS: 3So that the court reporter can
take down a clear record, we will do our best to
limit the number of people directing guestions to
you during any given hour to those whose turn it
18k Tt 1s also Important that we do not talk over
one another or interrupt each other, 1f we can
help it. That goes for everybody present at
today's interview.

While Senators on the committee may
observe, the chairman and ranking member have
agreed that only staff will ask questions. We
encourage witnesses who appear before the
committee to consult freely with counsel, if they

so choose.



10

11

1.2

1.8

14

1.8

16

17

18

1.2

ZiE

2l

2

23

24

25

10

You are appearing here today with
counsel. Counsel, please state your name for The
record.

MR. GAGE: Robert Gage.

MR. OZAROWSKI: Bernard Ozarowski.

MR. DAVIS: We want you to answer our
gquestions in the most complete and truthful manner
possible, so we will take our time. If you have
any gquestlions or 1f you do not understand any of
our questions, please let us know.

If vou honestly don't know the answer to
a guestion or don't remember, it's best not to
guess. Just glve us your best recollection. It's
okay to tell us i1if you learned some information
from someone else, 1f you indicate how you came to
know that information. If there are things that
vou don't know or can't remember, we ask that you
inform us to the best of your knowledge who might
be able to provide a more complete answer to the
question.

It is this committee's practice to honor
valid common-law privilege clalms as an
accommodation to a witness or party when those
claims are made in good faith and accompanied by

sufficlent explanation, so that the commlittee can
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evaluate the claim. When deciding whether to
honor the privilege, Tthe committee ways 1ts need
for the information against any legitimate basis
for withholding 1it. The commlittee typlcally does
not honor contractual confidentiality agreements.

You should understand that, although the
interview is not under oath, by law, vyou are
regulred to answer guestlons f[rom Congress
truthfully.

Do wyou understand that?

MR. GOLDSTCNE: T do.

MR. DAVIS: Specifieally, 18 U.S.C. Section
1001 makes 1t a crime to make any materially
false, fictiticus, or fraudulent statement or
representation in the course of a congressional
investigation. That statute applies to your
statements in this interview.

Do you understand that?

MR. GOLDSTCNE: I do.

MR. DAVIS: Witnesses who knowingly provide
false statements could be subject fto c¢riminal
prosecution and ilmprisonment for up to - years.

Do yvou understand this?

ME. GOLDSTCNE: T do.

MKk. DAVIS: Is there any reason you are
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unable to provide truthful answers to today's
gquestions?
MR. GOLDSTONE: No.

MR. DAVIS: Finally, we ask that you not

speak about what we discuss in this interview with

anyone else outside of who is here in the room
today in order to preserve the integrity of our

investligation. We alsoc ask that you not remove

any exhibits or other committee documents from the

interview.

ITs there anything else that my colleagues

from the minority want to add?

M5. SAWYER: No, thank you, Patrick.

We Just appreciate that you are here

today.

MR. DAVIS: The time 1s now 9:44. We will
get started with the first hour of guestions.

EXAMINATICN BY COUNSEL FOR THE MAJORITY
BY MR. DAVIS:

Q. Could you please state your full name
again for the record?

A. Robert Ian -- that’s I-a-n -- Goldstone.

Q. Where did vyou reside in June of 20167

A. In Hoboken, New Jersey.

Q. Where do you currently reside?
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I -- well, my official address i1is still

in Hoboken, New Jersey, but I am residing in

Bangkolk in Thailand.

Q.
Al
ar.
A
Q.
country?
Al
Q.
B
Q.

B

Where are vyou from originally?
Manchester, England.

Are vou a citizen of the United Kingdom?
1 am.

Are vou a dual citizen of any other

The United States.

When did you become an American citizen?
BApproximately 2005.

What 1s your educatlional background?

I -—— my -- I have junior and high school

education in England, and I left school to pursue

a career 1n Journalism at the age of 16.

went to college to study Jjournalism.

Q. Could you describe your professlional
background?

e Ly g I menbileomed, Lelt school bo pupsue
a career in Jjournalism. I was a trainee

Journalist for some years, during which time, T

I received a

diploma in practical journalism from Richmond

College in Sheffield in England.

I was a Journallist on weekly and dally
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newspapers in the United Kingdom for some years.
And then I transferred to Sydney, Australia, where
I worked for the Australian version of the
Assoclated Press for approximately 3 vyears.

After that, I switched professions to
become a publicist, first in Australia, and then,
through one of my clients, I was relocated to New
York apnd to ldwe dm the United States L 1981,

And I have resided there ever since.

And from 1997 until now, have owned and
operated my own small, independent, boutigue
public relations, music management, and marketing
and events company. 1t i1s called Oui 2
Entertainment. The spelling of the "oul" 1s the
French, O-U-I.

Q. T would like to get some more Information
about your work with Emin Agalarov. When did you
first meet him?

A. LT met him d4m =~ ak khe wery end of 2011,
the beginning of 2012.

Q. What is the nature of your relationship
with him?

A. ITnitially, I was his music publicist in
the United States. Then after approximately 12 to

15 months, I was invited to be his international
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music manager.

Q. So how long have you worked for him in
total?

A. T worked for him, I do not currently work
for him, I worked for him for approximately 4 and
a half vears.

Q. And what did your professional
regporslhlldtlies dn that capaelly enbal.l?

A. My dnitial responsibllities were purely
as his public relations representative, pitching
him for stories to media, coming up with press
plans, taking him to those media interviews,
working on a strategy to help break his musical
and entertalinment career outside of his natiwve
Russia.

Q. Did any of your other employees or
assoclates assist 1In vyour work for Emin?

A. They didn't asslst directly, but my
cofounder, David Wilson, definitely took him to
csome 1interviews, set up a couple music interviews
for him. He i1is the director of publicity. And
once I became Emin's 1nternaticnal muslic manager,
David certainly helped facilitate and take him to
some of these interviews. But primarily, I was

the point of contact 24/7 for Emin.
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Q. What is vour understanding of Emin's ties
to the Russian Government, 1f any?

A. T have no idea.

Q. When did you first meet Aras Agalarov?

A. T believe it was 1in 2012. I was 1in
London with Emin, and we were due to fly to New
York, and we were due to take a commercial flight.

And at the last moment, he said to me, oh, I need
your passport. I need to send some detalls
because my father is flying from Moscow, and T
asked him to pick us up in London, and he will flvy
us.

And 1t was on that occasion that I met
Aras on the plane.

Q. What is the nature of your relationship
with him?

A. I had a very cordial relationship with
him, based on the fact that I was his son's music
manager and responsible for his entertainment
career outside of Russia.

Q. Have you ever worked for Aras Agalarov?

A. No.

Q. Have you ever been paid by him?

A. No. To my knowledge, no. I mean, T

recelved a fee every month through Emin. I don't
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know what the chain of command and how that was
palid. But no would be the simple answer.

Q. What is vyvour understanding of Aras' ties
to the Russlan Government, 1f any?

A. T don't know.

Q. Have wyou ever worked for the Crocus
Group?

e Nolk diseeblys.

Q. Could you describe your indirect work
with them?

A. Many of the events and things that I set
up or attended for Emin were hosted by Crocus,
took place ak Croeuws.

I was also, as 1 am sure you are aware,
involved with the Miss Universe contest in 2013,
which was not only hosted by Crocus Group but took
place within the Crocus confines.

Q. So have you ever recelved payments from
the Groews Group?

A. Again, because I do not know the chain of
command in terms of my fee, T will say no.

Q. Have vyou ever worked for or on behalf of
the Russian Government?

AL, No.

Q. Did you help arrange the June 9th, 2016,
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meeting at Trump Tower as part of your role
working for Emin Agalarov or for some other
entity? In what capacity were you performing
Lhose tagks?

A. In the capacity as Emin's U.S.-based
music manager.

Q. Offhand, the meeting does not appear to
have had any relevance to entertalnment work for
Emin. Did you typlcally provide these tTypes of
services, ones unrelated to the entertainment
industry, for him?

A. Emin had become my sole client, based on
the need and the irregularity of the hours and the
locations, so I decided to divest my other clients
to work with him.

As a result, I was often asked to do
things which don't necessarily fall under a very
strict entertalinment guideline, and this was Jjust
another of those requests, to me.

Q. I711 ask you to take a look at the
document Bates stamped RG 000061.

MR. DAVIS: This will be Exhibit 1.
[Goldstone Exhibit 1 was marked for

identification.]

BY MR. DAVIS:
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Q. This is an email exchange between you and

Donald Trump Jr. that was provided by your

counisel. The first email chronologically is from

yvou to Trump Jr. at 10:36 a.m. on June 3rd, 2016.

In it, vyvou write, "Emin just

called and

asked me to contact you with something wvery

interesting.”

To the best of your recollection, did

Emin call you on the morning of June 3rd, 2016,

prior to vyour email to Trump Jr.?

A. He did.

Q. Was that call the first vou heard about

possibly setting up a meetling between
Veselnitskaya and Donald Trump Jr.?

A, It was.

Q. Can you please describe that
much detail as you remember?

A. T received -— I received the

Emin that morning, and he asked me if

Natalia

call in as

eall Ffrom

I could

contact the Trumps with something interesting and

csald that a well-connected Russian attorney had

met with his father that morning 1n his father's

office and had told him that they had

sSonme

interesting information that could potentially be

damaging regarding funding by Russilans to the
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Democrats and to its candidate, Hillary Clinton.

Q. Does the content of your emall match the
content of that call, in your opinion?

A. If I can expand on the call, I said at
the time that I didn't guite understand what he
was asking and asked for more information. T
asked 1f he could tell me a bkit more abkout the
attorney, as I felt I might be asked tThat. And he
sald that the attorney was well-connected. I
asked again, connected, what does that mean? And
he =aid, well-connescted.

T made a flip remark. I said, connected
like as into the power grid? Like connected to
what? And he =aid, connscted.

I then moved on to ask about the content.

T sald T believed T would be asked more about 1t
if I sent the email. Could they expand? And
could he expand? And Emin simply salid that all he
knew was that there was some potentially damaglng
information re: Hillary, which could be of
interest to the Trumps. The words he used were,
"the Trumps."

Q. Did you understand Emin's use of the word
"connected" in reference to Ms. Veselnitskava to

refer to ties that she might have with Russian
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intelligence or the Russian Government?

. L didn'E st that omes.

Q. How did vou interpret his statement?

A. T interpreted 1t as she -- I'm not sure T
even knew it was a she, just to be clear, at that
point. He kept referring to an attorney. But
that the attorney was well-connected.

It took me a few minutes after I had hung
up to decide that well-connected potentially could
only be connected, 1if you are talking about
politics, perhaps to the government.

Q. At the time of Emin's call, did wvou
believe setting up this meeting was a good 1dea?

A. I =said, in the call at the end, that I
believed 1t was a bad idea and that we shouldn't

do 1t. And I gave the reason for that keing that

T am a music publicist. Politics, I knew nothing
about. And I saild, nelther do you and neither
does your father. And the answer was simply, I'm

only asking you to get a meeting.

Q. Did Emin describe any reluctance to set
up the meeting during that call?

A. Not reluctance. Hesitance, perhaps, but
not reluctance.

0. And what 1s the distinction between the
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two, in your mind?

A. It was The fact that there was no
elaboration on any of the content or of who this
was. It was kind of, please, Just set up the
meeting.

Q. Returning to the email, in 1t, you wrote,
"This is obviously very high-level and sensitive
information but 1is part of Russia and 1ts
government's support for Mr. Trump helped along by
Aras and Emin."

What was the basis for your assertion
that the Russian Government supported Mr. Trump?

A. What I meant in that was that I had been,
at that time, probably 12 or 13 times to Russia,
including I had been in Russia with Mr. Trump
during the Miss Universe Organizatlion pageant. T
had seen and heard firsthand people of all levels,
whether 1t was business people, whether it was
friends of Emin, friends of his father, talk in
very glowing terms about Mr. Trump.

I had also seen on television in Russia
many, many reports 1n which government officials,
including the President, Mr. Putin, had praised
Mr. Trump, who, in turn, I had seen on CNN had

pralsed Me. PBPubln.
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So what I was trying to say there was,
look, here, Emin may have this information. This
is yvet another example of Russian support for you
and your father.

And that's why I put, "Helped along by
Aras and Emin."™ They don't work for or thevyv're
not members of the Russian Government.

Q. So at the time you sent this email, did
you have any reason to believe that the Russian
Government was making efforts to interfere in the
U.8. 2016 presidential election?

AL, No.

Q. Prior to this email, had you ever had
communications with Mr. Trump Jr. about Russian
Government support for his father?

A. T believe not.

Q. Had you ever had such communication with
anyone from the Trump Organlization or campalgn
prior to this?

B L believe mot.

Q. Your email also states, "What do vyou
think 1s the best way to handle this Information?
And would vou be able to speak to Emin about it

directly? I can also send this info to your

father via Rhona, but it is ultrasensitive, so
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wanted to send to you first."

Were you referencing Rhona Graff, an
executive vice president at the Trump Organization
and assistant to Donald Trump Sr.?

A, I was.

Q. When you expressed this reluctance to
send this ultrasensitive information to Trump Sr.
via Ms. Graff, was that a reluctance to share the
information with Trump Sr. himself or a reluctarnce
to use Ms. Graff as an intermediary to share it?
Can you explain what you meant?

A. I can, indeed. I didn't know what to do
with this information. As I've sald before, vyou
know, I'm a music publicist. That's my world.

And =0 when Emin said, contact the
Trumps, I wasn't sure if the right way to do it
would've pbeen through Rhona Graff or through Don
Jr., and I made the call that he was the lesser
level, and that I would run this past him first,
rather than send it down a more official routing.

However, because of my concern that T had
pushed Emin on, that I didn't know what I was
really even talking about, because I had asked it
to be elaborated on, I was very specific in

saying, what do you think the best way —-- would
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you be able to speak to Emin about it directly?

My reason for putting that there was
partly selfish, that they would then speak about
it, and I would be no longer a part of it. And
also, it was to leave a little bit of an open
question, I think wyou should probably speak to
FEmin about this.

Q. What was your understanding of the nature
of the documents and information pbeling offered?
Did wyvou have any understanding of where they had
originated or who created them?

A. T did not.

Q. And what about thelr nature, in general?

Did vou understand what they were?

A. T did not.

Q. According to the emall exchange, Mr.
Trump Jr. replied to you at 10:53 on June 3rd,
2016, stating, "Thanks, Rob. I appreclate that.

I am on the road at the moment, but perhaps I will

Just speak to Emin first. It seems we have some
time. And if it is what vyou say, I love it,
especlally later in the summer. Could we do a

call first thing next weelk when I am back?"
Do wyou know where Mr. Trump was at that

time?
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A. T don't know where he was.

Q. I'd like you to take a look at a series
of emails, and then I will ask some guestions.

MR. DAVIS: This 1s a batch Bates stamped
RGO0O0O062 through 64. These will collectively be
Exhibit 2.

[Goldstone Exhibit 2 was marked for
Tdentiltilcation . |
BY MR. DAVIS:

0. These are a series of emails between
you and Emin. On the Bates page 62, it appears
you emailed him at 6:09 p.m. on Friday, June 3rd,
2016, saying, "From Don Jr., he wants to speak
perscnally on the issue with vyou early next week."

To which Emin replied, "Great."

Page 63 appears to ke an emall from Emin
to you on Monday, June 6th, 2016, asking 1f there
was any news about a call with Trump Jr. And page
64 appears to be you telling Emin that there was
no update yet.

MR. DAVIS: Now please take a look at
another batch of emalls. These are Bates stamped
RGO0O0O065 through 67. These will be Exhibit 3.
[Goldstone Exhibit 3 was marked for

identification. ]
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BY MR. DAVIS:

Q. These appear to be emalls between you and
Mr. Trump Jr. on June 6th, 2016, in which you ask
him at 12:40 p.m. when he will be free to talk
with Emin by phone. He responds at 3:03 p.m.,
asking if they can speak then. You respond that
you will track down Emin in Moscow. And then you
get Mr. Trump Jr.'s number.

And then at 3:43 p.m., you emall Trump
Jr. to say that Emin is on stage but should be off
in 20 minutes.
Between vour initial email to Trump Jr.

on Friday, June 3rd, and the time you arranged a
call for Emin and Mr. Trump Jr. arcund 4 p.m. on
Monday, as reflected in these emails on Monday,
June o6th, did you communicate with Emin using
means other than emall to discuss the attempt to
arrange Tthe meeting or call with Trump Jr.?

A. T den"™t believe so. We olten spoke gulte
a lot by phone, but T don't believe we spoke about
this, no.

Q. How did vyou track down Emin 1n Moscow?

A. T called his band manager, who is a man
by the name of Pavel Klychko, K-L-¥Y-C-H-K-0.

Q. To the best of your knowledge, did Emin
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and Trump Jr. actually speak by phone on Monday,
g B, 20167

A. T don't know.

MR. DAVIS: Next, please take a look at the
email exchange Bates stamped RGO0O0068. This will
be Exhikit 4.

[Goldstone Exhibit 4 was marked for
Tdentiltilcation . |
BY MR. DAVIS:

0. The first email in this chain
chronologically is from you to Trump Jr. at 4:20
p.m. on June 7th, 2016, the day after you were
trying to arrange the call between Emin and Trump
itz

And you wrote, in part, "Emin asked that
T schedule a meeting with you and the Russian
Government attorney who 1s flying over from Moscow
for this Thursday. I believe you are aware of the
meetling."

When did Emin ask you to schedule that
meeting?

A. I believe -- well, usually, I would email
any requests for Emin for anything within 10 to 15
minutes of hanging up a call. That's because Emin

was very short on patience. So I would imagine 1t
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would've been at least within an hour of that.

Q. Okay. So was that conversation by phone,
to the best of your recollection?

A. To the best of my recollection, 1t would
have been.

Q. Can vyou describe that conversation in as
much detail as you remember?

B oL wmeamlly don't smesald 4b at ald. The
only thing that I note here myself is that I put,
"T believe yvou are aware of the meeting."™ Now,
obviously, Don knew there was a meeting reguest,
because T had made i1it. The "aware" here implies
that you are aware of what the meeting 1s about.

Q. Trump Jr. responds, proposing a meeting
at 3 p.m. at his offices.

Taking a look at Bates numkber --
actually, I don't think we have that one. We will
get back to that later.

Did vyou ever send over the names of who
was goling to attend the meeting to the Trump
Organization?

A. I'm not sure.

Q. Had vyou wisited Trump Tower prior to that
meeting?

A. Yes.
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Q. On your previous wvisits, did you
typlcally have Tto submit names beforehand?

A. To Rhona.

Q. Between the Time vyou sent your 1nitial
10:36 a.m. email to Trump Jr. on June 3rd, 2016,
the one starting all this off, and the June 9th
meeting itself, did you communicate with anyone
else 1n Tthe Trump Organization or the Trump
campalgn besides Trump Jr.?

A. T believe not. I am hesitating because
there may have been an interaction about VK and
gsomething, and I'm not sure the date of it,
because I don't have it in front of me. But about
this meeting, no.

Q. Between the time you sent your 10:36 a.m.
emall on June 3rd, 2016, and the June 9th meeting
itself, did you communicate with Trump Jr. using
means other than emailil, such as phone calls,
texts, or messaglng apps?

B L believe mot.

Q. Do the emails vyou provided account for
all of vyour communications with Trump Jr., the
Trump Organization, and the Trump campaign during
that period, June 3rd to June 9%th, 20167

A. To the best of my knowledge, yes.
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Q. Do you know Roman Beniaminov?

B ol e

Q. How long have vyou known him?

A, I'wve known him ever since I've worked for
Fmin, so currently, over 5 years.

Q. What do vou understand his business to
be?

A. T understand -- I've always known him to
be Emin's assistant, first in Moscow and then in -
- well, in the U.3., in New Jersey, he is based,
but in the U.3.

Q. What role, if any, did he play in
arranging the June 9th meeting?

A. He played no role in arranging it.

Q. Did you describe the proposed meeting to
him before it happened?

A. Probably.

Q. How did vyou describe 1ts purpose Lo him
and who would be attending?

B oL Peme weeiEdd

Q. I'd 1ike to turn now to your prior
interactions with the people you brought to the
meeting. Prior to arranging the June 9th meeting,
did wyou know Natalia Veselnitskaya?

A. I did not.
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Q. When did you first have communication
with her?

A. T believe there was a communication that
I was elther copled on or that was sent Lo me that
had an email address, that T have subsequently
learned was her email address, merely confirming
the time of 1it. So within a few days prior to the
meeting.

Q. To the best of your knowledge, 1s Ms.
Veselnitskaya an attorney for the Russian
Government?

A. T have nc idea.

Q. Do you know 1f she ever has been?

A. T have no idea.

Q. When you first interacted with Ms.
Veselnitskaya, what did you understand her
business to be?

A. I've never interacted with her.

Q. Even at the meeting itselfl?

A. Well, T don't know how you define
interaction. I was introduced to her, and I =aid
hello.

Q. Okay. What i1s your understanding of Ms.
Veselnitskaya's relationship with Emin and Aras

Agalarov?
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A. T don't know.

Q. Of her relationship with Prevezon
Holdings?

A. T have nc idea.

Q. With Denis and Pyotr Katsyv?

A. No idea.

0. And with Yuri Chaika?

A. No 1ldea.

Q. Okay. Has Ms. Veselnitskaya ever paild
you for any services?

AL, No.

Q. Prior to arranging the June 9%th meeting,
did you know Anatoll Samochornov?

A. No.

Q. When did you first meet him?

A. Well, first of all, I have no idea who
that 1s.

Q. Okay. To the best of your recollection,
did Ms. Veselnlitskaya bring a translator with her?

B YeEg.

Q. Had you met her translator prior to the
meetling?

AL, No.

Q. Prior to arranging the June 9%th meeting,

did you

know Rinat Akhmetshin?
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AL No.

Q. So when did you first meet him?

A. T met all of the group when I was
introduced to them 1n the lobby of Trump Tower by
Trakly Kaveladze, Ike Kaveladze.

Q. At the time you met Mr. Akhmetshin, what
did you understand his business to be?

B oL dladdm i

Q. Did you have any reason to believe that
Mr. Akhmetshin has ties to the Russian Government?

AL, No.

Q. Prior to the June 9%9th meeting, did wyou
know Ike Kaveladze?

B YeEg.

Q. How long have vyou known him?

A. Agaln, since about the same time as T
started working for Emin.

Q. And what do you understand Mr.
Kaveladze's business to be?

A. I don't know.

Q. Do you know i1f he works for Emin or Aras
Agalarov?

A. Only in as much as I have worked with him
on a project for them, which was the Miss Universe

pageant, so yes.
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Q. Do you know 1f he has been employed by
the Crocus Group?
A. T don't know the terms of who employs
him.
Q. Do you have any reason to believe Mr.
Kaveladze has ties to the Russian Government?
A. T don't know.
Q. Prior to the meeting on June 9th, 2016,
who did you tell about the meeting?
A. T mean, T would've probably told friends.
T certainly believe T would've talked it over
with Roman Beniaminov. He and I spent a lot of
time together. We did a lot of projects for Emin.
That would be the extent of 1it.
Q. Were you keeping the meeting secret?
A. Well, I checked in for 1t on Facebook, so
not really.
Q. Okay.

MR. DAVIS: I would like you Lo take a
look at an email Bates stamped RGOO0O0O70. This
will be Exhikit b.

[Goldstone Exhibit 5 was marked for
identification.]
BY MR. DAVIS:

Q. This is an email from you to Emin
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Agalarov and two other email addresses. Can you
confirm The ldentities of the people behind those
two email addresses?

A. The - 1s definitely Irakly "Ike™
Kaveladze. The other one I had no idea, but I
have subsequently learned is actually Ms.
Veselnitskavya.

MR. DAVIS: And I would like you to take a
look at another email chain. This doesn't have
any Bates stamps. We will label it Exhibit 6.
[Goldstone Exhibit & was marked for

identification.]
BY MR. DAVIS:

Q. This is an email exchange between you and
Ms. Veselnitskavya. On June 9th, 2016, at 9:24
a.m., she emalils vyou asking to bring Rinat
Akhmetshin to the meeting and also mentioning Mr.
Samochornov.

You replied at 9:5b, writing, "I would
suggest you bring whoever you need in order to
make the meeting successful. Please bring them
with vou and Ike for your meeting at 4 p.m.
today."

Did vou inform Trump Jr. or anyone eglse

at the Trump Organlization before the meeting that
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these additional people would be attending?

Be L melieve 1 did oot

Q. Okay.

MR. DAVIS: Now let's Take a look at the
email exchange Bates stamped RGO0O0O0O77. This will
be Exhibit 7. This is actually 77 and 78.
[Goldstone Exhibit 7 was marked for

Tdentiltilcation . |
BY MR. DAVIS:

Q. This is an email exchange between you and
Mr. Kaveladze. It appears that you agree to meet
at 3:30 p.m. before your 4 p.m. meeting on June
Ofel, EOLE.

Is that correct?

A. As per the email, vyes.

Q. On June 9th, 2016, did you meet with any
of the meeting attendees prior to the meeting
Armelfs

A. No, except in the lobby to meet.

Q. Can you walk us through vyvour itinerary on
June 9th, 2016, prior to the meeting with Trump
'

A. T had a meeting set up at Sony Music with
Danny Strick, who is the president of Sony Music

publishing. Emin is published by Sony. And as 1t
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was one block away from Trump Tower, I decided T
would do that first.

Then I met with, for coffee with -- we
represent the New York Friars Club, so I met with
my contact there, who handles communications, for
coffee in the plaza, Sony Plaza, which is at 5bth
and Madison.

And that took me through about to 3 p.m.,
at which point I went to, yes, another place to
have coffee, which was Starbucks on the mezzanine
of Trump Tower. And that is where T waited for
these folks to arrive.

MR. DAVIS: Next, I would like vyou to look
at a Newsweek article titled, "Trump Jr.
Acguaintance Rob Goldstone Used Facebook to Place
Himself at Scene of Trump Tower Meeting With
Russian Lawyer.”" This will be Exhibit 8.
[Goldstone Exhibit 8 was marked for

identification. ]
BY MR. DAVIS:

Q. The article states that, at 3:57 p.m. on
June 9th, 2016, you checked into Trump Tower on
Facebook, notifyving your Facebook friends of vyour
location.

Is that accurate?
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A. If that is what it says.

Q. I believe you sald you do recall checking
in. Is that right?

A. Yes. I actually, 1f the meeting was at
4, and T went to have coffee, T would imagine I
was there a bit before. I just may not have
checked in until -- if it says 3:57.

Q. Why did vou check in on Facebook?

A. Because any time I would check in at
Trump Tower, it would annoy 99.9 percent of my
friends.

Q. Does checking in on Facebook mean that
you did not view the meeting as something covert?

A. T didn't view the meeting as anything. I
Just had to get these people through security and
my Job was done.

Q. Okay.

MR. DAVIS: Before we move on to the meeting
itself, I would like you to look at another email
chain, which we will label Exhibit 9. This
document is Bates stamped DJTJRO0EB93.

[Goldstone Exhibit 9 was marked for
identification.]
BY MR. DAVIS:

Q. This 1s an emalil chain between you and
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Rhona Graff, Donald Trump's assistant, from July
20l5. The dflrst emall chrenclogleadly ds [ren you
to Ms. Graff on July 22nd, 2015, and states, in
part, "Emin has an emall invite for Mr. Trump to
attend his father's 60th birthday in Moscow on
November 8th."

Ms. Graff responded back on July 24th,
2015, stating, in part, "I will certalinly make Mr.
Trump aware of this invitation, and I know he will
be honored that Emin thought of him. However,
given his presidential campaign, 1t 1s highly
unlikely that he would have time on his calendar
to go to Moscow 1in November."

You replied on that same day, stating, in
part, "I totally understand re: Moscow, unless
maylbe he would welcome meeting with President
Putin, which Emin would set up."

Why did you belleve Emin could arrange a
meeting between Trump Sr. and Putin?

A. T believe that when you ask me gquestions
about the Miss Universe pageant and Mr. Trump's
visit, my answers would put this 1in context, so I
ghall answer it without vyou having that context,
if that's okavy.

During that trip, there was a lot of talk
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about whether Mr. Trump would meet with Mr. Putin,
whether Mr. Putin would attend the pageant. It
was a very big deal both for Russia and for the
Miss Unlverse Organization.

Tt came down to the wire, and on the day
of the contest, we still didn't know whether there
would be a meeting or whether there would be a
Bkl It transplred, Ln the end, that there wowld
be neither, but that Mr. Putin's spokesman, Dmitry
Peskov, called through Aras to speak to Mr. Trump
and gave his apologies that, due to the tardiness
of the King of Holland, he was unable to schedule
a meeting for Mr. Trump. However -- and this was
conveyed by Emin, who was translating for the
room, in which I was present.

However, on his next wvisit, should he
ever pbe 1n the same place again, Mr. Putin would
do everything possible to accommodate a meeting.

In my mind, the next time he would be 1in
Moscow, if he was to come, which it was blatantly
obvious he wasn't, 1if he was to coms, well, this
was the next time. So I was pretty sure that
somebody would follow up on that -- my point of
contact 1s always Emin -- would follow up and see

whether that meeting could finally happen.
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0. Other than this email chain and the
clrcumstances leading up to the June 9th, 2016,
meeting, were there any other instances in which
vou sought to arrange meetings between Russlan
Government officials and individuals assoclated
with the Trump Organization or Trump campalign?

AL No.

Q. I would like to turn now to the meeting
itself on June 9th, 2016. What was the process of
getting from the building entrance to the room
where the meeting was held?

A. They -- Mr. -=- T was told that through --
by actually Roman Beniaminov that Mr. Kaveladze
would be bringing the people with him, and that T
would meet them there. And obviocusly, I had some
emall exchange with Tke.

So I kept looking down to see them. They
actually were running late, and I believe Ike
called me a couple times to say they were running
late, which gave me a certain level of anxiety,
because this was a meeting I had asked for
specifically.

T saw them at the door. Then there was
very, very brief, hello, hello, and T was wanting

to get them up. We went to security. I believe
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security asked for me, and because my name was on,
they didn't even bother with other people. We
were shown into an elevator. We then went up to,
I believe, 1t 1s the Trump board room. We were
asked to wait.

Don Jr. came out, cams to me first,
because I was the only person, in fact, he knew
out of that group. He shook my hand, sald 1t was
nice to gee me. I Introduced him to Ike and let
ITke do the introducticons to the others, at which
point I said, I'm leaving, as I had always planned
to do. And Don looked at me and just said, well,
why don't you stay, because then you can take
these people out again at the end? &And I agreed.

Q. During the meeting, did anyone state that
the Russian Government supported Donald Trump's
presidential campalgn?

A. To the best of my knowledge, no.

Q. Did anyone state that the Russian
Government opposed Hillary Clinton's campaign?

A. To the best of my knowledge, no.

Q. Did anyone at the meeting offer to
release hacked emails to aid the Trump campaign?

AL, No.

Q. Did anyone offer to manufacture and
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distribute fake news to aid the Trump campaign?

A. Not that I heard, no.

Q. Did anyone offer to hack state voter
reglistration systems to obtaln voter data to aild
the Trump campaign?

AL, No.

Q. Was there any discussion of anything that
might reascnably be considered collusion between
the Trump campalgn and the Russlian Government?

A. T didn't pay a lot of attention, because
T was merely acting as an escort at this point. I
had brought them in, and I was to take them out.

I was checking emalils. I was half-listening. And
to the best of my knowledge, no would be the
answer.

Q. Who alsc attended the June 9th meeting 1n
New York City at Trump Tower? Please list
everyone who was present for any portion of the
meetlng ltself, however briel, even 1f they did
not attend the entire meeting.

A. Myself; Trakly "Ike" Kaveladze; Ms.
Veselnlitskaya; her translator, whose name
apparently T have somewhere; her colleague, Mr.
Akhmetov, T think his name is; Donald Trump Jr.;

Paul Manafort; and Jared Kushner.
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MR. HOLMES: Akhmetshin?

MR. GOLDSTONE: Is that his name?

MR. HOLMES: Yes.

MR. GOLDSTCNE: Thank vyou.

BY MR. DAVIS:

0. Were all of the attendees introduced?

A. Yes, I believe so.

Q. How was Ms. Veselnitskaya introduced to
the group?

A. T believe that Don asked her to introduce
herself.

Q. Did she say what type of business she was
in or who she worked for?

A« She did not.

Q. Did she or any other attendee claim that
she was working for or speaking on behalf of the
Russian Government?

A. Not to my knowledge.

Q. Did 1t appear that anyone else 1n the
meeting from the Trump campaign had ever
previously interacted with Ms. Veselnitskaya®?

A. It appeared not.

Q. How were you introduced?

A. To the best of my knowledge, Don said, T

know Rob. He 1s Emin's music manager.



10

11

1.2

1.8

14

1.8

16

17

18

1.2

ZiE

2l

2

23

24

25

46

Something like that.

Q. Did you or any other attendee clalim that
you were working for or speaking on behalf of the
Russian Government?

AL, No.

Q. Prior to the meeting, had vou ever
interacted with Mr. Kushner or Mr. Manafort?

A. No.

0. How was Mr. Kaveladze introduced?

A. I'm not sure.

Q. Do you recall if he said what type of
business he was in or who he worked for?

B L den™e meeanll.

Q. Did he or any other attendee claim that
he was working for or speaking on behalf of the
Russian Government?

A. I believe not.

Q. Did 1t appear that anyone else 1n the
meeting from the Trump campalgn had ever
previously interacted with him? Did anyone seem
like they already knew him?

A. From the Trump campalgn, you salid?

Q. From the Trump campaign.

A. Tt appeared not.

0. How was Rinat Akhmetshin introduced?
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Q. And do you recall 1f he said what type of

business he was in or who he worked for?

A. T don't recall.

Q. And did he or any other attendee claim
that he was working for or speaking on behalf of
the Russian Government?

A. Not that I heard.

Q. Had you ever communicated with him prior

to that meeting?

A. Not to my knowledge.

Q. Did it appear that anyone else in the
meeting from the Trump campalgn had ever
previously interacted with him?

A. Tt did not appear so.

Q. Did you have any reascon to belleve that
he and Mr. Manafort knew each other?

A. I had no reason to bellieve that.

Q. Do you recall if or how Ms.
Veselnitskaya's translator was introduced?

A. Other than as a translator, no.

Q. Moving beyond the introductions, can you

recount for us, in as much detail as vyou remember,

what happened at that meeting?

A. Bure. The meeting began, amd Deom Jr.
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invited Ms. Veselnitskaya to present whatever it

was she wanted to talk about. Ly, agalin, halfl

listened, half didn't. I don't want to sound

glib,

but didn't care. It was not my meeting. I

had done my part.

about

She talked about -- I heard her talk

names Browder, Ziff, and funding to the DNC.

And I didn't know of Browder, know of Ziffs. s

had obviously heard of the DNC.

So it didn't -- T was waiting, 1f there

was some smoking gun, which is why I had been

asked

there

table.

maybe

to do this, and I thought if there was,
would pbe a reactlion from somebody around the

So I was really paying no attention until
somebody reacted.

After a few minutes of this labored

presentation, Jared Kushner, who is sitting next

to me,

said,

about.

maybe

appeared somewhat agltated by this and
I really have no idea what you're talking
Could you please focus a bit more and
Just start again?

And I recall that she began the

presentation exactly where she had begun it last

time,

almost word for word, which seemed, by his

body language, to infuriate him even more.
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And at this point, I was feeling sort of,
I've set up this meeting, what -- anyway.

She then continued. Again, I paid
virtually no attention to this.

And Don Jr. then said, I'm really not
following this, what vou're saying.

At which point, she said, what I would
really like to speak about 1s the Magnitsky Act.

And I had never heard of the Magnitsky or
an act, and I thought, okay, maybe here's the
gsmoking gun or whatever it is that's coming. And
then the next thing I start hearing about adoption
and sanctilions and the lmpact that that is having
on adoption and Americans. And that is when I
completely tuned out and was like we're having a
meeting about adoption. T don't get this.

And then from then on, for about the next
3 or 4 minutes, she talked about Magnitsky and how
unfalir 1t was and how unfalr sanctlions were and
how, as a result, 1t was unfair that children who
would otherwise have the opportunity to be adopted
-—- again, this adoption 1ssue kept coming up. AL
which point, she said to Don, so I hope that, vyou
know, wyvou will look out for this.

And he stopped this in 1ts tracks and



10

11

1.2

1.8

14

1.8

16

17

18

1.2

ZiE

2l

2

23

24

25

520

gaid, with respect, I suggest that you address
your -- what seemed very valld concerns but to the
Obama administration because they actually are in
power. My father 1s a private clitizen and, as
gsuch, it has no walidity, of what you're saving.
Thank you very much for coming. I appreciate all
your time. You know, we have a wvery busy
schedule, and thank you.

And the meeting ended.

Q. To the best of your recollection, did she
or anyone else ask that Donald Trump Sr. take any
action regarding the Magnitsky Act, if elected?

A. I don't think she was as speclific as "1t
elected." The inference was there. It was more
about bringing it to his attention.

Q. Did anyone mention the Justice
Department's lawsult agalnst Prevezon Holdings?

A. Not that I heard.

Q. Did Ms. Veselnitskaya or any other
attendee offer anything to the Trump campaign?

A. Can vyou be specific what that means?

0. Assistance 1in the election?

A. Not to my knowledge.

Q. So what, 1f anything, did anvyone at the

meeting ask of the Trump campalgn?
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A. Well, to the best of my recollection, the
only person Lo speak, apart from the interruptions
from Jared and Don Jr., was, in fact, her. And
whilst it didn't sound to me like a demand, 1t was
certainly a request, which is that they could
potentially pay attention to this.

And as I =aid, that was shut down almost
immediately by him suggesting she speak with the
Obama administration about 1t.

Q. Other than what we have already
discussed, were any other topics discussed at the
meeting?

A. No.

Q. Did anyone mention Donald Trump Sr.'s
upcoming birthday?

A. At the meeting, not that T recall.

Q. Did anyone, at that time, mention the
Agalarovs sending Mr. Trump a present for his
bilrthday?

A. At that meeting, not that I recall.

Q. What role did Mr. Akhmetshin play during
the meeting, 1f any?

A. T didn't observe him playing any role at
all.

0. What about Mr. Kaveladze?
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A. The only time I saw him -- he played no
role 1n 1t. He played a role when I belleve I may
have sent him a Whatslfpp message or some sort of
message sayling, this 1s embarrassing. And I
believe he kind of nodded at me.

But that's not a role within the meeting
(@i N N ML

Q. When Ms. Veselnitskaya spoke, was she
speaking through her translator?

A. T have thought about this long and hard,
and to the best of my knowledge, because it
appeared she was reading from something that had
been written, I believe she spoke 1n English.

Q. And did vyou play any role during the
meeting?

A. No.

MR. DAVIS: I would like vou to take a look
at a few documents relating to V Kontakte, VK.
The first 1s the emalil Bates stamped RG000075 to
6. That will be Exhikit 9, I believe.

MR. HOLMES: Ten.

MR. DAVIS: Ten, sorry.

[Goldstone Exhibit 10 was marked for
identification.]

BY MR. DAVIS:
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Q. This is an email from you to Trump Jr. on
June 8th, 2016. You wrote, "Hey, Don. While I
was in Moscow last week, I met with the hesad of
marketing for Russia's largest soclal medla
network VK, Facebook, about Emin's projects, and
the subject of Russian-American voters in USA came
up. There are over 2.7 million registered
Russlan-speaking voters 1n the USA and most have
VK soclal medlia accounts. The head of marketing,
who 1is a personal friend, 1s keen to set up a
Trump campaign vote page on VK, similar to the
mockup below, targeted at Russian and CIS3 voters
in the USA. I will bring a printout of this below
tomorrow."

Did vou bring a printout of that mockup
to the meeting?

A. I don't bhelieve I did.

MR. DAVIS: Now I would like you to take a
look at another email chain, Bates number
DITIRO004E4d to 456, which will be Exhibit 11.
[Goldstone Exhibit 11 was marked for

identification. ]
BY MR. DAVIS:
Q. This is an email from you to Dan Scavino,

copying Donald Trump Jr., Rhona Graff, and
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Konstantin Sidorkowv. It was =ent on June 29th,
2L

It states, in part, "Dan, I am following
up an emall a while back, something I had
mentioned to Don and Paul Manafort during a
meeting recently. There are believed to be around
2 million Russian-American voters living in the
USA, and more than 1.6 million of these use the
Russian Facebook site V Kontakte, VK, as their
preferred social media outlet. As I mentioned to
you guys, through Emin and my contact at VK, they
want to create a vote Trump 2016 promotion almed
directly at these users, people who will be woting
in Novembesr. At the time, Paul had =aid he would
welcome it, and so I had the VK folks mock up a
basic sample page, which T am resending for your
approval now."

Did vou discuss this VK proposal during
the June 9th, 2016, meetling?

A. Technically, not during the meeting. On

the way out, Don Jr. kind of thanked me. And T

sald to him, I'm sorry. I'm really embarrassed by
this meeting. I don't know what that was about.
Paul Manafort was in front of us. And T

said, oh, by the way, I don't know 1f anyone saw,
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but I'm friends with the marketing guy at VK in
Russilia, and they want to create a vollng
registration page or information page for Mr.
Trump. Who should they send this to? I'm told
Dan Scavino.

And T believe Paul Manafort said, ves,
great, that's the right person.

That was the extent of 1t. So wasn't in
the meeting, but it was 1n the room where the
meeting was on our way out of the meeting.

0. Is it correct that Mr. Manafort sgaid he
would welcome 1t?

A. He wewt, greak, that's khe correst
person, which I took to mean -- he didn't say, no,
it's an awful idea.

Q. To the best of your knowledge, did any of
the other attendees overhear your conversatlon?

A. To the best of my knowledge, no. I think
they were already out through the glass doors.

Q. Why did vyou pitch VK to the Trump
campaign? Were you offered any payment by them,
1T vou could get the Trump campalign to create an
official VK page?

A. So I don't know VK as =such, but a friend

of mine, who I met at the Miss Universe press
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conference, who at the time worked for NRJ Radio
and had been a blg supporter of Emin, had moved
into this job as marketing and music partnerships
for VK. Obviously, I managed someone who was a
musician within that world, so we became really
good friends.

And when he saw that I had done Miss
Universe, as time went on, he asked me whether 1t
would be possible to find cut who he should pitch
his little idea to. Hence, I think I =szent a first
email asking who it was. He then emailed them,
and it appeared that nobody had really acted on
it. He asked me again. I asked again.

And I think this was maybe the third ask
as to whether T could help. I was really doing it
for a friend.

MR. DAVIS: Let's Take a look at an email
exchange Bates stamped RGO00003 to 7. This will
e Exhidsid L.

[Goldstone Exhibit 12 was marked for
identification.]
BY MR. DAVIS:

Q. Pages 4 and 5 are an email from

Konstantin Sidorkov to you on January 18th, 2016.

Is Mr. Sidorkov the friend you were
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referencing?

Fe H L

Q. Looking at page 3, 1t appears vyou
forwarded Mr. Sidorkov's emall to Rhona Graff and
Donald Trump Jr. on January 19th, 2016, to pass
along Mr. Sidorkov's invitation for Trump Sr. to
set up an official page on VK. And she then
copled Dan Scavino, who she says was heading up
soclal media for the campaligns.

Page 6 1s an email from Mr. Scavino
telling you to send whatever you had on this.

And page 7 is an email from Mr. Sidorkov
to Mr. Scavino, Ms. Graff, and Trump Jr., sending
them more info on VK.

To the best of your knowledge, did anyone
from the Trump campalign, 1n response to this
attempt in January 2016, take any action to
establish an official VK page?

A. To the best of my knowledge, they did
not.

Q. Both your January and June emails
referenced meetings with VK personnel in Moscow.
Did those meetings occur?

A. The only person I ever met connected with

VK was Konstantin Sidorkowv.
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Q. Do you have any reason to believe anyone

at VK was acting on behalf of the Russlan
Government, as opposed to usual business
interests?

A. I have no reason to believe that.

Q. So we have already looked at the January

and June VK pitches.

MR. DAVIS: Now let's look at RGO0O0143 to
144, That would be Exhibit 13.

[Goldstone Exhibit 13 was marked for
identification.]
BY MR. DAVIS:

Q. This appears to be an emall sent on
November 5th, 2016, as a follow-up email to the
June VK email. In this follow-up email, Mr.
Sidorkov again emails you, Mr. Scavino, Trump Jr
and Rhona Graff, reguesting Trump Sr. selt up an
official VK page.

So you pitched VK to the campalign 1in
January, June, and November of 2016.

To the best of your knowledge, at any

Bl

point, did the campalgn ever accept your pltch and

establish an official VK page?
A. To the best of my knowledge, no.

Q. Okay, returning to the June 9%th, 2016,
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erblre meeblag?

Kushner present for the

A. To the best of my knowledge, he was. He

may have entered a minute or so after we all

entered, but I bhelieve he was.

that is because of the seating. They worked out

who should =it where, and I sat next to Mr.

Kushner. There was

of the table.

only he and I sat at this side

Q. What did Mr. Manafort do during the

meeting?

A. He -- T remember this specifically. He

did not look up from checking his phone from the

moment we began until the moment we ended.

0. Did he ask

A No.
0. —--— or make
A. None.

0. And was he
meeting?

A. He was.

. Beyond the

described, what did

any Juestions --

any comments?

present Lor bhe snbilre

comments you've already

Mr. Trump Jr. do during the

meeting, if anything?

A. Nothing beyond the comments I've

And the reason for
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desarilbed .

Q. Did you take any notes at the meeting?

A. T did not.

Q. Did anyone else, as far as you could
tell?

A. As far as I could tell, nobody did.

Q. Did any of the attendees bring any
documents Lo the meeting?

A. I believe, as I mentioned, Ms.
Veselnitskaya was reading from something that
looked like it was either bullet points or notes
or something, because she was glancing down at it.

I didn't see anybody else with anything.

Q. Do you know 1f she left that document at
the end of the meeting?

A. T have no 1dea.

Q. To the best of your knowledge, what Time
did the meeting begin and when did 1t end?

A. As I say, we were running slightly late,
cso the meeting would've begun somewhere around
4:10, 4:15, and would've been over, at the most,
within 20 minutes.

Q. And how was the meeting concluded?

A. As T said, by Don cutting off Ms.

Veselnitskaya and saying these concerns should be
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addressed to the Obama administration. And with
that, thank you very much for your attendance,
everybody.

And the inference was that they were very
busy, and we should leave.

Q. Other than the meeting attendees, did vou
speak with anyone else from the Trump Organization
on June 9th, 20167

A. I believe not.

MR. DAVIS: Please take a look at this email
exchange Bates stamped RGO0O0D08Z2. This will be
Exhibit 14.

[Goldstone Exhibit 14 was marked for
Tdlentitieation . |
BY MR. DAVIS:

Q. This 1s an emall exchange between you and
Rhona Graff sent on June 10th, 2016, the day after
the Trump Tower meeting.

You wrote, 1n part, "I have a delivery
gquestion. Emin and Aras have a fairly sizable
birthday gift for Mr. Trump, and I would like to
know exactly how and where we should deliver 1t to
on Tuesday. I ran into Keith yesterday, and he
mentioned everything now has to go to your TSA-

style scanning and security at Trump Tower."
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Is the Keith you referenced in this email
keith Sehdlles?

A. It is.

Q. And he was Mr. Trump Sr.'s bodyguard. Is
that correct?

A. As T understood, or head of security or
something like that.

Q. Did Mr. Schiller attend The meeting on
June 9th?

A. He didn't. I ran into him by Starbucks.

Q. Okay. What did vyou discuss with him
there?

A. Haven't seen you since Moscow. Hope
everything i1is good. You must be busy. That kind
of thing.

And I asked, 1f there was -- 1f we had
anything that had to be delivered, how did 1t now
work? Did we have to send things as normal Tto
Rhona, like messages or letters or anything,
because there had been some congratulatory
letters, I think, in the past, or how?

And he just sald, you know, everything
now, it's like an airport-style TSA down there.

Q. And T assume not, but was Trump Sr. with

him at the time?
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A. No. I assume he was buying coffee or tea
or something.

Q. After the meeting with Trump Jr., what
did you do with the rest of that day?

A. T got in an Uber and went home to New
tlermser.

Q. Did you discuss the meeting with any of
the other attendees on that day?

A. No. They were grouped 1n the lobby.

They were going, T believe, to also grab coffee or

do something. I think I was invited, too, and I
gaid, no, no, I have a car here. I'm leaving.
Goodbye.

Q. Did you report back to Emin or Aras about
the meeting?

A. Emin Immediately.

Q. And how did you describe 1t to him?

A. T said, this was the most embarrassing
thing you've ever asked me to do. I've just sat
in a meeting about adoption.

Q. Did you speak with him by phone or some
gthgdr --

A. Phone.

Q. Okay. And what was his reaction?

A. Adoption? And I said, you should
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probably speak to Ike.

Q. Did you mention the meeting to anyone
else between the time 1t occurred and when the
media and lawyers began asking about 1t 1n the
gspring and summer of 20177

A. T think T told anyone who would listen
that T had been in some hideous meeting that was
really embarrassing. I didn't necessarily go 1nto
the details of what 1t was. But I -- 1t would be
fair to gay that T'm sure I talked about it with
friends at dinner, as i1t's something that I had a
horrible experience setting up a meeting, ves.

MR. FOSTER: Specifically a meeting at Trump
Tower with --

MR. GOLDSTCNE: Yeah, probably specifically
a meeting at Trump Tower, yes.

MR. DAVIS: I think we are at a good
stoppling point, so we will go off the record now.

[Recess 10:42 a.m. to 10:59 a.m.]

MR. PRIVOR: Let's go back on the record.
1T ds 10259,

EXAMINATICN BY COUNSEL FOR THE MINORITY
BY MR. PRIVOR:

Q. Mr. Goldstone, thank you for coming in

today. I am golng to be retracing some of the
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steps that Mr. Davis already went over, so I
apologlze 1in advance.

A. No problem.

Q. Some of 1t will sound repetitive. I'm
really just trying to follow up and fill in some
gaps where I had some other guestions.

First, I just want to start with your

background. Mr. Davlis had asked you where you
live. And I wondered, have you ever lived 1n
Russia?

A. Lived in Russia? No, never.

Q. Okay. And do yvou have any other ties to
Russla, other than doling work for the Agalarovs?

A. Well, T believe that my great-grandmother
was from Minsk.

Q. In the present day, have you had any
other business 1n Russlia?

A. No.

Q. And you had mentioned that your present
work from 1997 to the present is Oui 2
Entertainment, but you no longer work for Emin
Agalarov. Is that right?

A. That is right.

Q. When did wyou stop working for him?

A. Approximately -- well, not approximately.
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December 30th of Z2016.

Q. What occaslioned your no longer working
for him?

A. The main reason was that, for some time,
T wanted to take a gap year to write a book
called, "Never Mind the Gap," to see i1if a 50-
something-year-old could reenact what students do
in terms of taking a gap year, and go and live
somewhere exotic and be like a barista, and go to
trekking in Nepal, and how different it would be
when you are in your 50s and when you are at
university.

Ard T decided that the bwiming was zlght,
before I got ewven older than I am now, I should
probably do it. And so I let Emin know in October
of 2016 that T planned to do that.

It also coincided with him having hired a
new head of A&R, which is artist and repertoire,
in the U.K., who was also a manager. And I
believed that I was leaving him in good hands,
that this guy would ultimately, which he did, take
over as manager.

Q. So what other than pursuing this gap year
project, was there any other reason that vou

decided to stop working for Mr. Agalarov?
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A. There was also a financial component,
that because he had hired this new person, our fee
was probably going to be reduced. We hadn't
talked about specifics, but once that was
suggested, I said, you know, we don't need to do
any of that because T've wanted to do this gap
year anyway, so 1it's a perfect time for me to take
a year off.

Q. And were there any other reascons?

AL No.

Q. Was vyour departure from working for Mr.
Agalarov in any way related to this June 9th
meetlng?

A, It was not.

Q. Or any fallout from the meeting?

A. Tt was not.

Q. How has vyour relationship with Mr.
Agalarov pbeen since that June 9th meeting? Has 1t
remalned the game? Has 1t soured at all?

A. You know, a few months after I left in
March of 2017, I met with him in London. He was
there. I was there. We had breakfagt at the
Dorchester Hotel. And he =said, I want to take a
picture. And he posted immediately, Rob and I are

back in business together. And he goes, look,
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you've made your point. Don't go and do this gap
year.

And T actually said to him, vou need to
take that down, and he wouldn't. And I said fine,
and I sent an email to him and everybody connected
with it just to say, by the way, despite him being
a bit funny and clever, we're not still working
together. I'm gtill purswlng my year.

Since then, I saw him in May when he
toured in the U.Z., and I had dinner with him.

And again, he said, you know, please come back. T
know vou're going to leave in June and go and liwve
in Asla for 6 months. I didn't come back to work for Emin.

And we had wvery, very nice —-- you know,
Fmin and I had a wonderful relationship, a
wonderful working relationship. He's a great guy.

He's fun to work with. And since then, since
this has all broken, I've had a couple of emaills,
the most recent on my birthday, about 10 days ago,
in which he said, I wish you well, and I miss our
great times together.

Q. It sounds like you have a decent or a
positive relationship, but my guestion was, has
your relationship soured at all? Has your

relationship diminished in any way with him since
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the June 9%9th meeting?

A. It hadn't until news of this broke, which
is in July of this year. When I sent a couple of
messages, WhatsApp messages, that simply said, vou
know, I believe that this -- I think the words I
used was this dumb meeting, which your father
insisted on, has really damaged my reputation and
my abllity to do business, both of which it has.

Q. Okay. And 1n what way has your
relationship diminished with him?

A. T don't know that T would want to work in
the same capacity for him in the future. And at
the time I left, there was an open-ended that I
possibly would come back after that. And part of
that, if not all of that, would be duse to the
position T believe T was put 1n.

Q. And you mentioned -- we are golng to
spend some more time on the public release of the
statements related to the June 9th meeting, but
you had mentioned you making statements about the
June 9th meeting. Was Emin in any way angry with
you or upset, based on statements you had made?

A. No, and to this day has never made any
angry statements about it or criticism of what T

have s=said.
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0. You also referenced communications wvia
WhatshApp, and I think this morning you also
mentioned some exchange you had during the June
9th meeting to Ike Kaveladze via WhatsfApp. The
document production that you gave to us, does that
include documents from Whatsipp?

A. There are documents from Whatshpp.
Unfortunately, vou know, I don't have the
communication from ITke from that meeting. I
couldn't find it. And T -- I will now make myself
look completely stupid. I don't know any other
way other than what we've done, we've done a
thorough search, of beling able to provide that.
I'm not terribly technical.

Q. Fair enough. So just so we're clear,
vour search for records to produce 1n response Lo
Senator Grassley's letter included a gsearch of
WhatsApp?

Pe LB wlilel, yeshk

Q. And did vou search all of your social
media platforms that you use?

A. T did.

Q. Okay. Very well. We've talked a bit
about the work that you have done, mostly as a

publicist and artist management. Have you ever
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done any lobbying work yourself?

A. I have not.

Q. Have you ever done any work on behalf of
the Russian Government?

A. T have noct.

Q. Have you done any work related to U.S.
sanctions?

A. I have not.

Q. Have vyou done any work related to the
Magnitsky Act?

A. T have noct.

0. We discussed -—- with Mr. Davis this
morning, vyou diliscussed your relationship with both
of the Agalarovs, and you stated that you didn't
know of their relationship with the Russian
Government. Do T have that right?

A. Yes.

Q. I'm curlious, particularly with respect to
Aras Agalarov. You'wve also testlified that, during
the Miss Universe pageant, vou were trying to
arrange a meeting with President Putin.

A. T wasn't trying to arrange, but 1T was
being —-- there was an effort to try to arrange it.

Q. Who was arranging? Who made that effort?

A. Aras.
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Okay. And you also mentioned that Mr.
his spokesperson, had reached ocut to Aras.
right?

ety

Okay. And so vyou knew that at the time

Yes, because I was in the room at the
call was made -- myself, Emin, Mr. Trump,
Keith Schiller because he seemed to be
Trump all the time, Aras.

And so based on that, do you have a view
er or not Mr. Agalarov has a relationship
Russian Government?

No, not really.

You don't know what his relationship is?
T don't know what his relationship 1s.
But do you know that he does have some
ship?

L den ™.

Well, sufficient enough for Mr. Peskowv to
on his personal phone?

Sufficient enough for that.

And sufficient to arrange a meeting with
ident, President Putin?

It was, in context, the meeting was belng
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regquested because a very well-known VIP and co-
owner of the pageant, which was beling staged in
the Russian capital, was there, who was high-
profile enocugh for a request to be made. It was
on that basis that I understood that the request
would ke made.

Q. Other than that 2013 effort to arrange a
meeting between President Trump, then just a
private citizen, and President Putin, we've seen a
document this morning that Mr. Davis showed vyou
where you had offered another opportunity, if Mr.
Trump traveled to Moscow for Aras' 60th birthdavy,
perhaps you could reach out to Emin, and Emin
could arrange a meeting with Mr. Putin.

Other than those two instances, 2013 and
then the 60th bkirthday event, 1f 1t occcurred, do
yvou know of any other times when the Agalarovs had
made any offers To arrange a meeting between
Preslident Putin and now-President Trump?

A. T don't know of any other time.

Q. Do you know of any other instances in
which anyone else has made an effort to arrange a
meeting between President Putin and President
Trump?

A. I don't.
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Q. You were recounting your relationship
with Emin Agalarov. When 1s the last Time that
you spoke to him?

A. Just for me, would you clarify, does
gpoke include -- do you mean physically spoke?

Q. I'm sorry. I should've -- when is the
last time you communicated with him, whether it be
by telephone or some other messaging?

B _ of this year was my
birthday. He sent me a WhatshApp message for my
birthday, which I believe we have produced. And T
responded. He asked —-- he said he hoped I was
doing well, and I responded thanking him for the
message, saying I was doing as well as I could
under the circumstances.

0. And what are those circumstances?

A. The fact that I have been at the center
of a media blitz, apart from anything else, since
Juply Otk or LUk,

Q. Did Mr. Agalarov respond to you, when vyou
made that remark about vyour circumstances?

A. He did. He sald he hoped that soon the
clouds would pass and there would be sunshine.

Q. And has there been any further

communication with him since he made that remark?
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AL No.

Q. Did Mr. Agalarov know that you were
coming in to speak to this committee?

A. Not that I know of.

Q. Have you spoken to any other
congressional committees?

MR. GAGE: Well, do you really want to -- T
don't have a problem with that. I don't know what
the ground rules are for Congress. If that's a
question that you all ask, I don't have any
problem with Rob answering.

ME. PRIVOR: Go ahead.

MR. GAGE: So that is traditional? That is
a guestion vyou ask.

ME. PRIVOR: I don't know 1if it is
traditional. I'm Just curious. Have you spoken
Lo otherg?

MR. GAGE: I don't want to breach protocol,
because when I first reached out to =- and I am
glad to have him answer. Don't misunderstand me.

But the protocol was there wasn't a lot of
communication petween committees. If I am wrong,
if that i1s a guestion that others have been asked,
if there is no problem with protoccl, I have no

problem with him answering.
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MS. SAWYER: TI'm not aware of any problem
with protocol 1n asking that guestion as to who he
may have testified before.

MR. GAGE: Fine. You understand why T
wanted to check. I just wanted to be fair to
everybody.

MS. SAWYER: Sure. 2bsolutely.

MR. FOSTER: I will say, we had spoken -- we
have asked that question of other witnesses.

MR. GAGE: Certainly not trying -- go ahead.

MR. GOLDSTCNE: Yesterday, I met with the
Senate Intelligence Committee.

BY MR. PRIVOR:

Q. And any others besides that one?

A, No.

Q. Did you tell Emin Agalarov that vyou had
spoken to another congressional committee?

A. I did not.

Q. Have you discussed your testimony here
today with anyone other than vyour lawyers?

A. T have not.

MS. SAWYER: Can I ask a guilck guestion
about the Whatshpp?

BY MS. SAWYER

Q. You sald you had searched and you
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couldn't find the Whatslpp message that vyou
believe you sent to Mr. Kaveladze during the
meeting. Did you find other Whatslpp messages
with Mr. Kaveladze at all?

A. Yes, there iz one small chain that I did
find, wves.

Q. Okay. So you know that you did use
WhatsApp and you had messages. You Jjust don't
have that message?

A. No, I only have one small series of
messages. I don't know for sure that I used
Whatsfpp, but most of the time T do. So that
leads me to believe that 1s what I used.

BY MR. PRIVOR:

0. You had mentioned Roman Beniaminowv
earlier this morning. You stated that you
probably discussed this meeting with him and
possibly others. What do you remember from your
conversation with Mr. Benlaminov?

A. T was angry when I came out of the
meeting, so Roman was a good venting post for me
on many things. And we lived very —-- 1n the same
district. We often saw each other for coffee.

And, for sure, T would've said, vou know,

I was pissed. I thought I was organlizling one
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I didn't think I was staying. Here I am

having to stay. All of that.

I don't know the detail of 1it, but I am

sure I would've spoken To him about it.

Q.

Okay, that's after the June 9%th meeting.

How about before the June 9th meeting? Did vou

also speak to Mr. Beniaminov?

Bl

Q.

him was?

A.

@r,

I'm sure I would've done, vyes.

Do you recall what your conversation with

I do not.

Do wyou recall whether or not Mr.

Beniaminov had expressed any concern about the

meeting that vou were working to arrange?

A.
(@28
A
0.
Jurie 9th
A.
partner,
0.

with Mr.

T don't believe he expressed concern, no.
Not to you.

Not to me.

Did vyou speak with anyone else about the
meestlng belore It ooeurred?

Most likely would've told my business
David Wilson.

Do you recall any of your conversatlion
Wilson?

I don't.

Anyone else other than Mr. Wilson?
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A. Not that T can recall.

Q. Okay, so the only two people you can
recall are Mr. Wilson and Mr. Beniaminov?

A. T possibly would've spoken to Mr.
Kaveladze about it, because of the logistics of it
all.

Q. And other than logistics, can you recall
any other conversation with him about the content
or the substance of the meeting before 1t
occurred?

A. I can't recall, no.

Q. You obviocusly spoke to Emin Agalarov, is
that right?

B YeEg.

Q. Okay. And did you communicate with him
by telephone or was 1T just --

A. Telephone usually.

Q. Okay.

A. A mixture of telephone and WhatsZpp,
depending on what it was.

Q. And Mr. ARgalarov, Emin Agalarov, he gave
vou some 1nstruction on what the meeting would be
about. Is that right?

A. Yes, he did.

0. And he mentioned the well-connected
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attorney.

Fe H L

Q. Which you interpreted as someocne who has
some sort of political connectlion?

A. T interpreted it as that, ves.

Q. Did you ever ask him specifically who
this attorney was?

A. Yes, many times. On that call, I kept
pushing -- not many times, maybe Three Times.

The reascon for that wasn't because T
wanted to know. The reason is I believed I would
be asked 1if I sent such an email. Well, who is
1t? What is it? That was my reason for 1t.

Q. Other than that call, did vou ever follow
up to ask who this person was?

A. T don't believe so.

Q. And how about after the June 9th meeting?

Did vou ever have a further conversation with
Emin about who the lawyer was? Maybe this time he
would tell you who she was.

A. T don't believe I did, no, except the one
where I sald I'm really embarrassed and mad about
it. But that wasn't about who she was. It was
about T believe T sat in some weird meeting about

adopblon.
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Q. In the call that preceded the June 9th
meeting with Emin, vyou stated that Emin described
having damaging information concerning Hillary.

A. The lawyer having damaging, not Emin.

Q. I'm sorry. I misstated that. The lawvyer
would have damaging information. And you reacted
by saying that vou thought it was a bad idea and
that you don't know anything about politics.

A. I reacted, initially, in asking him to
elaborate, again, because I said I was sure I was
going to be asked. And he said it doesn't matter.

You jJust need to get the meeting.
And then I said I think this 1s a really
bad idea.

Q. Why did vyvou think it was a bad idea?

A. Because 1it's political. T'm a music
manager. He's a musician and a businessman. And
we'd never talked politics about anything. And
why would he want to get involved in this? It was
Just my gut reaction to this reguest.

Q. I want to explore the bad idea a little
bit, so pardon me 1f 1t sounds like I'm belng
repetitive.

But did vou perceive 1t as a bad idea for

you or for Mr. Agalarov or for both?
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A. T believed -- T perceived 1t as you get
very few, 1n my oplinlon, regquests and favors of
people at the level of a Donald Trump even in his
private life, and obviously he was running 1in the
political world. And you should use those
sparingly.

So from a wvery selfish perspective, on
their behalf, I wanted to be sure that it was
worth using up one of these favors, and that 1t
was worth it. And because no one appeared -- like
Fmin couldn't appear to tell me in any more detail
what it was about, I believed it might'wve been a
bad l1dea and a waste of a blig favor to ask for a
meeting at a very busy time.

Q. What understanding, if any, do you have
as to the reason that Emin wanted to arrange this
meeting to provide a link to a lawyer who may have
damaging information on Hillary Clinton?

A. Only one, which is that -- how he opened
the message, which was that the lawyer had met
with his father that morning who had asked that we
sefL up a meeting with the Trumps. So the
implication to me was that it was his father that
had asked him.

Q. And do you have any understanding of why
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his father was so interested in acting as a
condult To provide information concerning Hillary
Clinton?

A. I don't.

Q. And do you understand what Aras’
relationship is with Mr. Trump?

A. TInasmuch as, techniecally, I am the person
that introduced them the first time, his
relationship was a very cordilal business
relationship of somebody who co-owned a pageant,
as in Mr. Trump, and somebody who helped
facilitate it being held in Moscow, as in Mr.
Agalarov.

Q. Had vyou ever heard Aras Agalarov express

any support for Donald Trump running for President

A. Yes.
O. —— before this time?
B Yk

Q. And other than arranging or asking you to
arrange this meeting via Emin, had he ever made
any other efforts that you are aware of Lo help
Donald Trump with regard to his election efforts?

A. Yes. And I believe we submitted this.

He sent him, wvia me, via a letter to Rhona, via
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via Roman, Roman Beniaminov, who delivered it, a
copy of a book that he had written on economics
and a note to Mr. Trump, in which he said he hoped
he would read 1it, and 1t would give him great
insight into possibly a way to run a country
economically.

Q. And other than providing that book and
trying to arrange Tthis meeting, were there any
other efforts that you are aware of where he was
gseeking to assist Donald Trump --

AL, No.

Q. == in his election?

A. No, there were not.

Q. How about Emin, were there any other
efforts or other offers of assistance from Emin,
other than the June 9th meeting?

A. Efforts and assistance, no.

Q. Were there ever any olffers of assistance?

A. No. There were -- Tthere were no offers
of assistance at all.

Q. When Mr. Davis was having vou look at the
emall that set up the meeting, the June 9th
meeting, which I believe -- it's Exhibit 1. Do
you have Exhibit 1 in front of vyou?

A. It's Just not marked, but yes. Oh, 1t 1s
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marked.

Q. Mr. Davis had asked you about Russia and
its government's support for Mr. Trump, and you
had described how you had been to Russia 12 or 13
times, and people were generally glowing about Mr.
Trump on television.

A. And in person.

Q. And 1in person. Other than what vyou had
watched on television and what you had observed of
Just people about Russia, were there any other
bases for which you thought there was Russian
Government support for Mr. Trump?

A. Only that -- this would come at a time
when Mr. Trump was in Russia. I had seen the
interaction of business leaders who had met with
him at a dinner, a cocktaill party that had keen
arranged, and 1t was a lovefest. And really, that
is what I was Ttrying to convey, was that, hey,
look, this 1s yet another example of Russians
loving vour dad type of thing, led by Emin and
Aras, who love your dad.

Q. But In your emall to Donald Trump Jr.,
you refer not to just generally Russians. You
specified government support. What made you think

there was government support for Mr. Trump?
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A. Probably -- oh, what made me think of it
was that I had seen Mr. Trump pralse President
Putin on TV. I had seen President Putin praise
Mr. Trump. And to me, that 1s the government, and
that is the government mouthing its support for
the candidate.

So it was part of my effort to schmooze -
- 1t's only word I know how Lo use, and I'm happy
to translate it -- with Don Jr. to get this
meeting.

Q. Do you speak Russian?

A. T speak a few words. I can curse the
traffic. I can say, "Hello, how are you? It's a
nice day," because I spent b years there.

Q. Do you understand Russian when it is

spoken to you?

A. I can understand the most simple -- 1f
someone understands that I really don't, yes. But
I couldn't -- I couldn't sit in a meetling and

understand what was going on, no.
Q. If you were to watch Russian television,
would you be able to follow what 1s belng sald?
A. No, but I would understand certain words.
Q. T see. Keeping with Exhibit 1 and your

emall to Donald Trump Jr., we had talked about the
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official documents and information. Had you ever
seen any offlclal documents or information?

A, No.

Q. Did Emin ever provide anything to you in
advance of the meeting?

AL, No.

Q. Did you do anything to prepare for the
meeting in advance? For instance, did you review
any materlials 1n advance?

A. T did not.

0. You also described the information that
you were providing as very high-level and
sensitive. What gave you the impression that 1t
was high-level and sensitive?

A. The fact that I had been told that 1t was
potentially damaging Information about the DNC and
Hillary Clinton. I mean, 1t was my Judgment call
on the words, but to me, that 1s highly sensitive
and confldential. I mean, 1k appeared s Lo me,
even having no idea what 1t was.

Q. And the damaging information, 1s that a
phrase that Emin had used?

A. Yes.

Q. And did vou ask what he meant by damaging

information?
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B. Yesg.

Q. What did he say?

A. Tt doesn't matter. All you have to do is
get a meeting. Ike will coordinate. You don't
even have to attend, which I also write somewhere
in one of these emails. You just have to get the
meeting.

Q. Did 1t give you pause that you were being
asked to arrange a meeting to provide damaging
information about a U.S. presidential candidate?

A. Tt didn't only give me pause, the
thought, I specifically write, which I don't
usually do in emails to people, vyou know, what do
you think is the best way to handle this? And
would you be able to speak to Emin about it
directly?

That 1s my way of saying to Don that 1is
what vou should do.

Q. Mr. Davis had asked vyou about the
meeting, whether vou treated the meeting as covert
or made any effort to hide it, and vou said no,
because you even posted about attending on
Facebook.

A. Yeah.

Q. But 1t sounds like you nevertheless felt
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that the information that would be conveyed during
the meeting was somehow sensitive and not
something to be shared with the public. Do I have
that right?

A. You do.

Q. And so how do vou sguare those two things
together? Did you think that the meeting was
SleEnetiR

A. I didn't think that the meeting was
secret.

Q. Did vyou think the content of the meeting
was somehow secret?

e Mot ook .

Q. Was the content of the meeting, as you
expected it before it occurred, was the content
something that you shared with anyone else?

A. No.

Q. Why not?

A. Because other than -- first of all, I
didn't have content. That was my whole thing. T
had been asking and pushing if it could be
elaborated on. What I had was basically basic,
very basic information to set up a meeting, so it
wasn't that T had information to say to somebody,

oh, hey, look, there are these documents. L
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didn't have anything. Ewven 1f I had wanted to, T

didn't have anything to share.

0

heard of

A.

@r,

Before the meeting occurred, had wyou
the Magnitsky Act?
No.

So that wasn't something that Emin had

mentioned.

Bl

Q.

Al

Q.

No.
Did he ever mention sanctions to you?
No.

Did he ever mention the topic of

adoptions?

=

28

No.

And so when was the first time that vyou

had heard about the Magnitsky Act? Was it at the

June 9th meeting?

A. At the June 9th meeting.

Q. And likewlse for adoptions?

A. Well, I've heard of adoptions.

Q. Sure.

A. But as it relates to this. And actually,
probably after that, because I still didn't
understand how -- because that was why, when T

called Emin, T said, I Jjust sat in a meeting about

adopblon.

And he seemed as shocked as I was and
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went, adoption?
So I didn't put two and two TLogether
until after that.

Q. When Emin told you that he had damaging -
- or the lawyer would have damaging information,
and you were pushing back to identify precisely
what that content was, did you ever ask Emin why
he was so 1lnterested 1in pursuing this meeting?

A. No. No.

Q. So he just said, essentially, shut up and
attend, but never gave you any further
information?

A. Essentially, he sald shut up and don't attend.

Q. Don't attend.

A. Yeah, vyou don't have to attend. You just
have to get the meeting. Tke will coordinate.

You Just have to get the meeting.

0. And when he sald that he would
coordinate, what did he mean by that?

A. Tke would coordinate.

Q. I'm sorry. TIke. I misheard vyou.

A. Yeah.

Q. And did vou ever speak to Ike before the
June 9th meeting to discuss what the content of

the meeting would be?
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A. Not the content.

Q. Okay, so you had made arrangements to
meet with him, we =aw a document, at 3:30
beforehand.

A. Yes.

Q. And you described vyour day beforehand
with a few meetings at Sony Entertainment and then
golng Lo The Starbucks.

A. Yep.

0. And before that Starbucks -- i1is Starbucks
where you met Tke before going upstairs?

A. No, I saw him and the three people, Ms.
Veselnitskaya and these two others, come 1in
through the door of Trump Tower, and so I came
down the escalator and met them as they were
coming 1n.

Q. Okay. So before meeting them at the
bottom of the escalator, had yvou had any
conversation with those partlicipants 1in the
meeting about what the meeting would entail?

A. T had not.

Q. Did vyou speak to Ike Kaveladze on the
phone before the meeting?

A. T believe that all the back-and-forth

about the time -- but he did tell me they were
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running late, so in order to do that, he would've
called me, ves.

Q. Do you recall, was there any conversation
about what the meeting would be about, or was 1t

Just logistics?

A. Tt was logisties. They were running
Late.

Q. And Just so were clear, lookling at
Exhibit 1 --

A. Yes.

Q. —-- that's dated June 3rd, vour
communication. Was that the first communication

you had with Donald Trump Jr. about arrangling this
meeting?

A. T believe so, ves.

Q. I think Mr. Davilis asked vyou whether or
not Mr. Trump had followed up by telephone with
Emin. Did Mr. Trump also ever speak to you on the
telephone? Or were your exchanges exclusively via
email?

A. Exclusively via email.

0. And other than the emails that Mr. Davis
has shown you already this morning, including
Exhibkit 1, were there any other communications

that you can recall with Mr. Trump about the June
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9th meeting before it occurred?

P
G
AL
&
Facebook
platform

Bl

Q.

Not that I recall, no.

For instance, over Whatsipp?

Yeah, not that I recall.

Okay. And do vyou use, for instance,
Messenger or any other social media
to communicate?

L de with Triends, yes.

Do you use that to communicate with

Donald Trump Jr.?

A.

@r,

means by

Uz Bz

Al

T don't believe so.

Just so we are clear, what are all the
which you have communicated with Donald
, that you can recall?

T have definitely messaged him on his

cell phone, and T have used email.

Q. And obviously spoken Lo him on the
telephone?

A. I don't know the answer to that.

Q. You're not sure -- have you ever spoken

A

with him on the telephone?

I'm not sure 1f I've ever spoken with him

on the telephone.

Q. And you've met him in person?

=

I have met him in person, vyes.
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Q. Before the June 9%9th meeting occurred, and
you saw him at Tthe meeting, 1n the days leading up
to that meeting, from June 3rd when you first
planned 1t until the meeting occurred, had you had
any personal encounter with Donald Trump Jr.?

A. T had not.

Q. How about with anyone else from the Trump
Organization?

A. I'm not sure 1f I had -- Tthe VK emalls
that were referred to, I'm not sure 1f because
Rhona or somebody may have been copied on that, if
that counts as that. But outside of that, no.

C. Amd Mr. Sehiller, did you see him akt all
before the meeting? You mentioned seeing him
after the meeting.

A. No, no. T saw him before the meeting 1in
Starbucks, when I was sitting having my coffee,
walting for these people. He came by also, I
believe to get coffee or do something. And I sald
to him, hi, T don't know if you remember me from
Mogcow.

Q. I was goling to ask you, how did you know
him? The last you saw him was from 3 years ago, 3
years before that?

A. Yeah, I think we also saw him -- Emin
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played at one of —-- at Trump Doral, Doral, however
you say 1it, PGA golf classic. Emin performed, and
I believe Keith was there at that time.

And let's see, yeah, that's when I saw
him. So it had been a couple years, a few vyears,
whatever it was. He's guite recognizable.

Q. Have you ever communicated with Keith
other than running into him 1in person at these
couple of events? Have you ever communicated with
him at any other time?

A. T believe T may have asked him -- again,
T may have followed up this about what was the
protocol on delivery for things, as well as Rhona.

I could be wrong, but T believe I may have asked

him on email. I don't believe he answered me, 1f

Q. But you do have his personal emaill
address?

A. I had his personal -- well, not personal.

L. had ki Trumgorngs.

Q. And other than that possible
communication about dellvering something to Trump
Tower —--

B O B

Q. Can you recall any other times that you



10

11

1.2

1.8

14

1.8

16

17

18

1.2

ZiE

2l

2

23

24

25

97

have communicated with him via email?

A. Since when?

Q. At any time.

A. Definitely during the Miss Universe
contest, ves, because that was our point of
contact kind of for, as I used to call it, all
things Trump. Where i1s he? What time? Where
will we find him? Where do we delliver him to?
All of that. Outside of that, no.

Q. Do you have any social relationship with
Mr. Schiller?

A. None at all.

Q. You had mentioned arranging a dellvery of
an item after the June 9%th meeting. Was that a
painting?

A. It was a palinting.

Q. Was there anything else with that
palnting?

A. There was a note, I believe.

Q. Did you ever see the note?

A. No, because I also didn't deliver it
myself. I was —-- I think I was away. I was
heading to Montreal or somewhere, and so I passed
it on to Roman Beniaminov in his role as Emin's

assistant to take care of it.
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Q. So other than the note and the painting,
do yvou know 1f there was anything else included 1in
the materials that were delivered to Trump Tower?

A. T have nc idea.

Q. Did you ever talk to Roman Beniaminov
about it?

B. Yesg.

Q. And did you ever have any discussion
about what was going to be dellvered by him?

A. Well, both he and I both knew what was
going to be delivered, because we had seen images
of this thing. And other than that, no.

ALl the discussions were about loglistles
and what time this TSA-type thing closed. And T
think he missed the deadline the first time and
had to go back. That was what the discussion was
about.

Q. And so as far as you know, 1t was Jjust a
palnting --

A. And a note.

0. —-—- and a note?

A. And a bilrthday note. It was a birthday
gift.

Q. Returning to Exhibit 1 for a moment, the

emall toward the end of your June 3rd emall refers
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to government support for Mr. Trump helped along
by Aras and Emin.

Do wyou know what was meant by "helped
along"? What did you intend by that?

A. Hindsight is wonderful, and what T
should've said was Russian support helped by, but
I say here, Russian and its government support
helped by.

So, vyou know, what I meant was, there are
people 1in Russia who support vyour dad, look, the
Russian Government, it is Russia helped by Emin
and Aras, who also support your dad. It is a sort
el bad welawse.

Q. And other than arranging the June 9%th
meeting, what form of help did this take?

A. Emin had posted on his social media: My
friend Mr. Trump, vote Mr. Trump, he's done well.

He has won 1n wherever he won.

I may also add that we're very
nonpartisan. A few months before that, we had an
idea that Emin had a song called, "Woman," and we
put 1t to images of Hillary, and I had thought it
would be a great thing to suggest to the Clinton
campaign, because it was a great song that summed

it up. And Emin posted that on his social media
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as well.

So this was another of those things.

It's just he knew Mr. Trump personally. He didn't

know Hillary.

Q. Did the Rgalarovs ever provide any
financial support to the Trump campaign that vou
are aware of?

A. Not that I am aware ofl.

Q. Did they ever try to make any donatilions
to the Trump campaign?

A. T have nc idea.

Q. Did you ever make any donations to the
Trump campalgn yourselfl?

B oL i met

Q. Did vyou make any donations on behalf of
anyone else?

A. I did not.

Q. Did you ever facililitate any campalgn
contributions on behalf of anyone else?

A. No.

Q. And how about to the Clinton campaign?

A. No.

Q. Let's move forward to the meeting itself.

MS. SAWYER: Can T ask a guick gquestion?

MK. PRIVOR: sSure.
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BY MS. SAWYER:

Q. So you have indicated that you kept
pressing back to try to get more information about
the Russian lawyer --

A. Yes.

Q. —-- because you felt that Don Jr. would
ask for more.

A. I thought that somebody would ask. In my
professional opinion, 1f somebody had asked me to
meet, I would want to know a bit more about it --

0. And did he ever ask?

A, —-- to legitimize 1t.

0. Did he ever ask?

B He dadn .

BY MR. PRIVOR:

Q. In arranging the meeting, did Emin ever
glve vyou any indication as to who should attend
the meeting?

A. No.

Q. And other than wanting you to reach out
to the Trump Organization, did he specify to whom
yvou should reach ocut to at the Trump Organlzation?

A. His actual words were to reach out to the
Trumps, whiceh is why, at the end of this, T say,

you know, I could send this to Rhona, but I wanted
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to run it past vyou.

I didn't know, because I really was a bit
naive in politics. I didn't know whether this
should go to Rhona for Mr. Trump or it should go
to Don Jr. and let him decide where it should go.

So I went with the latter. I thought it was the
lesser of two evils.

Q. In terms of the persons who attended on
behalf of the -- I will call them the Russians,
although vou are obviously not a Russian, did Emin
specify who would or should attend that meeting on
his part?

A. No, he merely said that Ike would
coordinate.

Q. And you've identified the participants in
the meeting. Was there anyone else that you were
expecting to attend who did not attend?

A. Well, dnitially, I was Just expecting the
lawyer, Ms. Veselnitskaya, and ITke.

Q. Was there anyone else invited who didn't
show up?

A. No, but on the day of the meeting, I
think it was already referred to before, an email
was sent to me Just saying that she wanted to

bring along two other people, one of which was a
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translator and one of which was a colleague.

Q. And did you make any effort to reach out
to those people before the meeting?

A. No. I simply sald to her, bring whoever
you want. Make sure they have ID.

Q. And did vou have any communications with
those people before you met them at the bottom of
the escalator in Trump Tower right before The
meeting?

A. T didn't.

Q. Okay, we are goling to mark our next
exhibit, which is Exhibit 16.

MS5. SAWYER: Why don't we off the record
Just for a second to find this?

ME. PRIVOR: Sure.

[Off the Record]

MR. PRIVOR: Back on the record.

I'm handing you what has been marked as
Exhikbit 15, which 1s a multipage document,
RGO0O0D236. I think it goes through 245 -- 240.
[Goldstone Exhibit 15 was marked for

identification. ]
BY MR. PRIVOR:
0. Take a moment to look that over. I would

like to Tturn your attention to the Bates page 240.
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You can see in the bottom right-hand corner there
are ldttle gerial pnumbers.

MR. FO3STER: Can we go off the record for a
second?

[Off the Record]

MRE. PRIVOR: RBRack on. Okay.

BY MR. PRIVOR:

Q. I'd like you to take a look at Bates page
240 of Exhibit 15. The first question is, do you
recognize this document.

A. Yes.

0. What i1is this?

A. I believe it's a WhatshApp 1interaction
between myself and Emin Agalarov.

Q. Okay. Very well. You can see at the top
of the page, 1t lcoks like Emin writing to you,
Rob, what emaill 1s everyone talking about? Was
Lhere an email?

And then your response 1ls, at 1602, do
you see that?

. Yegx

Q. And vyou sald, after vyou and I spoke about
the lawyer and the meeting, I emailed that request
to Don. In order for him to consider meeting her,

he wanted to know who she was and what she wanted



10

11

1.2

1.8

14

1.8

16

17

18

1.2

ZiE

2l

2

23

24

25

105

to talk about.

Do you recall makling that statement to --

. Yegx

Q. —— Mr. Agalarov?

It sounds, from your description then, in
order for Donald Trump Jr. to meet with somebody,
he wanted to know who she was. Is that right?

A. Well, that's what it sounds like, it's
right, ves.

Q. And so had you, in fact, spoken with
Donald Trump Jr. about the meeting in advance?

A. No. What I'm saying here actually is --
I am answering him about what the emall 1s about
and why -- I don't know why Emin would imagine
that T wouldn't have emailed Trump. Maybe he
thought T'd picked up the phone and call Don Trump
to get the meeting. I have no l1dea what he
thought. But it's me explalining why there was an
email, which had now become one of the most talked
about emails.

Q. Well, your description to Emin refers to
what Donald Trump Jr. wanted. How did you know
what he wanted?

A. T didn't.

Q. So why did you say that here?
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A. To give a reason as to why I'd written an
emadll.

Q. And so what Donald Trump Jr. wanted, that
was slimply something that you surmlised?

A. T pushed Emin so many times because T
galid T probably would be asked, that T just
thought T needed to give Emin a reason as to why
there had been an email, but not Jjust an emalil but
a very controversial emall as 1t stood now. And
my reasoning was, yvou know, 1in order for him to
consider meeting her -- I should've said I knew
he'd want to know who =he was and what she was,
and that's why I pushed you, but I didn't say
that.

That's what T said. But that's what I
meant.
BY MS. SAWYER:

Q. So was the reality that he asked you or
was the reality that he didn't, and you made that
up'’

A. That Don asked me something? Yeah, Don
didn't ask me.

0. So this was untrue?

A. Tooking at 1t now, vyes.

MR. PRIVOR: When you were testifying --
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MS. SAWYER: And when I say "this,"™ I am
saylng the comment that you said, he wanted to
know who she was and what she wanted to talk
about. That's untrue?

MR. GOLDSTCNE: It is untrue in the context
of this, ves.

BY MR. PRIVOR:

Q. This morning you had testified about the
June 9th meeting and your actual participation
during the meeting. You said that you were
awaiting a smoking gun at the meeting, and vyou
were waiting to see 1f there were to be any
reaction to that?

A. Yes, the smoking gun. I mean, I Jjust
sent somebody an email that says I'm setting up a
meeting for somecone that 1s goling to bring you
damaging information about somebody who was
running to become the President of the United
States. I thought that was worthy of the words
smoking gun, ves.

Q. So the smoking gun refers to damaging
information?

A. Well, ves. I mean, that's the basisz on
which T requested the meeting. So I thought there

might be some -- smoking gun might be a bit of a
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PR ridiculous word to use, but what I was saying
was, 1 expected there to be something that would
make people react, and, therefore, there was a
reason to have made this request.

Q. So your expectation of going into the
meeting was that there would be a smoking gun?

A. Based on what I had requested, I believed

there would be some "damaging information," which
is why I had been asked to set up the meeting in
the first place.

Q. Throughout the course of the entire
meeting, did you ever hear any damaging
information?

A. Well, again, I don't know what would be
deemed damaging, but I didn't hear anything that T
would deem to be damaging. And I didn't see
anybody react 1n a way that I believed people
would react 1f they heard damaging information.

Q. Mr. Davis had asked vyou whether there was
anything that you would reasconably perceive as
being evidence of collusion of any sort.

A. Yeah.

Q. And T think you said you didn't hear

anything like that. Is that right?

A. Yes. I mean, I didn't, to the best of my
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knowledge, I didn't hear anything that could be
thought of as collusion.

Q. What would vyou have thought would
congtitute collusion?

MR. GAGE: That's a bit speculative.

MS. SAWYER: Well, vour client has given his
opinion that he didn't think there was any
collusion, so I think it 1s falr te ask him what
constitutes colluslion.

MR. GOLDSTCNE: I think I actually said T
didn't think T heard anything that might have been
perceived by me as collusion. I mean, maybe
that's a long-winded way of saying exactly what
you Jjust said.

MZ. SAWYER: Sure. So what, in your mind,
could you have heard that would constitute
collugslion?

MR. GAGE: TI'll let you ask. It's Just the
speculative nature of 1t. But 1f you can answer.
BY MS. SAWYER:

Q. So 1s 1t fair to say that vou don't know
what --

A. Would constitute collusion?

0. Yes.

Ao ZH ibs gpeellfles, et e comreeh, yeg.



10

11

1.2

1.8

14

1.8

16

17

18

1.2

ZiE

2l

2

23

24

25

110

Q. Okay.

A. If I heard the word, dah, dah, dah,
colluded with Russia, then I would expect that
that was collusion. But 1t would -- I didn't hear
anything like that.

Q. So anything short of hearing the words
collusion or colluded with Russia would not
constitute collusion in your mind?

A. Correct.

BY MR. PRIVOR:

Q. Mr. Davis had run through a litany of
various topics that were discussed. I want to ask
you a little bit more detalil on some of those.

B Teg, Ssire.

Q. So you don't recall that there was any
information on Hillary Clinton, damaging
information, offered on her? Do I have that
right?

A. During the meeting?

Q. During the meeting.

A. There were -- there was a -- the lady did
begin by talking about funding to the DNC by
certain people that was benefiting Hillary
Clinton. So the name Hillary Clinton did come up.

Q. And you had mentioned the Z1ff brothers.
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A. The Ziff brothers' name came up, only
because I was listening for words that elther
Jolted me -—= I heard names. Browder I heard, and
Z1ift.

Q. Did vyou know anything about the 7Ziff
brothers before this meeting?

B L odid mot.

©O. How about Browder?

A. I did not.

Q. Why did those names stick out to you as
gignificant? Why do vou recall them?

A. Because outside of that, there weren't
really any names used. And so I heard Hillary
Clinton, DNC, this name Ziff, and this name
Browder.

OCutside of that, I couldn't actually
recall much, if anything at all, of what was said.

0. You mentioned the DMNC. Was the RNC ever
mentioned?

A. Not to my knowledge.

Q. How about hacking of emails. I think Mr.
Davis asked you about that. Do you recall
anything about hacking of emails?

A. T don't recall that being mentioned.

Q. Was there ever any discussion about
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obtaining information from the DNC, by hacking or
otherwlise?

A. Not that I recall, no.

Q. Did vyou ever hear the name John Podesta
come up the meeting?

A. T did not.

Q. Was there ever any discussion of hacking
Hillary C€lintomn's emadls?

A. Not to my knowledge.

Q. Was there ever any discussion of securing
or obtaining emails that belonged to Hillary
Clinton from whatever their source?

A. Not to my knowledge.

Q. Was there ever any discussion of any
hacking organizations? So, for instance,
Wikileaks?

A. I don't recall hearing that name.

0. DCLeaks?

A. I don't recall hearing that name.

0. Gueedlfer o Gueeliter Z2.07

A. T don't recall hearing that.

Q. Do you recall any discusslion of any news
leak organizations?

AL, No.

BY MS. SAWYER:
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Q. And more broadly, was there any
discussion of Hillary Clinton's emalils?

A. No, not that I recall, at all.

Q. Any discussion of her use of a perscnal
emall server?

AL, No.

BY MR. PRIVOR:

Q. You had discussed, toward the end of this
morning's session, VE.

A. Yes.

Q. Essentially, the Russian Facebook.

A. Russian version of Facebook, ves.

Q. Okay. So I want you to take a look at
Exhibkbits 10 and 11, if vou have those in front of
you.

So 1f you take a look, we will start with
Exhibit 11, which is the June 29th, 2016, emall to
Dan Scavino from you. And you state that you are
following back up on the mention of VK to Don and
Paul Manafort.

AL, Mm-hmm.

Q. And In sort of the middle of your
discussion, you suggest that vou could have the VK
folks mock up a basic sample page. Do you see

that?
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A. Mm-hmm.

Q. And you, 1in fact, did attach a sample
page. It 1s the attachment, which is part of the
exhibit, and you can see that page.

And if you also compare that to Exhibit
10 now, wyou will see that one also has a mockup
sample page, and 1t appears to be the exact same
page, 1L vou were to compare them side-by-side.

So I'm curious, on Exhibit 11, when vyou
gay that wvou had the VK folks mock up a basic
csample page, was 1t already done back on June 8th?

You're not newly doing it on June 29th?

A. No, I'm not, no. I'm not doing 1t. By
the way, Just to be c¢lear, no matter what, I'm not
actually doing anything. But I am being asked to
do this by Konstantin, and T'm asking him to send
it. But, ves.

0. So Konstantin is the one —--

B.. Yes, yedg.

Q. that actually coordinated the mockups.

. Yegx

Q. But In terms of the timing of the mockup
having been prepared, it was actually prepared
earlier?

A. Yeah, 1t looks like that, yeah, sure.
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Q. Okay, and you —-- Mr. Davis went through
diberent Lnstances =<

. Yegx

Q. —— 1n which you had communicated with the

Trumps about VK --

B Yeg.

Q. —-- in January, again in June --
Fe H L

Q. —-—- and again in November with Dan

Scavino, who is their social media director.
Did vou ever get any response from them
at all --
e Lo belileswg ==
Q. —-—- with regard to setting up VK?

A. Well, I believe Mr. Scavino did answer

one of these, somewhere. I don't know 1if it's in
this one or 1f 1t's in a -- but there 1s an email.
Certainly, I think we provided -- where he does

answer 1t.

They don't actually do it, but he does
answer it. And, again, Konstantin then emails him
agaln and coples me on 1t.

Q. Okay, and that would be Exhibit 13 where
Konstantin had copied you on November bth.

A. Yeah.
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MR. GAGE:

ME. GOLDSTONE:

BY MR.
&
from the
interest
P
0.
you said
e ==

A

Q.

after November the 5th,

-= I'm sorry.

Did vou ever get any

PRIVOR:

Did vou ever get any
Trump campalign where
in actually pursuing
No.

S0 we know from your

you don't think this

116

response —-—

Just a second to give him 13.

Thank you.

further response
they expressed

thisg?

testimony earlier,

ever happened, that

I don't believe it did.

But were there ever any other efforts

Exhibit 13.

as reflected in Exhibit 15

Were there any efforts

after that November bth email that you can recall

where tThe Trump Crganization tried to actually

follow through on setting up the VK page?

A. Not that I know about.

was there ever any --

Q. During the meeting,
MS. SAWYER: Can I just ask?
MR. PRIVOR: Go ahead.
BY MS. SAWYER:
Q. Do you have Exhibkit 11 there?
B TSk
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Q. In about the third paragraph down, there
1s a sentence that says, at the time, Paul had
said he would weslcome 1t, and =o I had the VK
folks mock up a basic sample page.

And vou've already explained it 1s the
gsame page that yvou had already as of June 8Bth. So
did you have a conversation with Mr. Manafort
before June &th about the VK page?

A. I did not.

0. S0 what is the reference there to him
welcoming it and then you directing VK to mock up
a page?

A. Sp it"s == the relerence o Paul Manalort
is simply, as I stated before, that on my way out
of the meeting, because I'd never met this man
before, but T did know he was the campalgn
chalirman, I thought he would be a pretty good
person to ask, vyvou know, I have a friend at VK
that has this information, bklah, bklah, bkblah. And
at the time, I said, vyou know, we can mock up
something, and here 1t is.

There was only ever this thing mocked up,
as far as I know. T didn't make any reguest of
VK. I just had a very eager friend in Moscow that

was desperate to make a little blt of a name for
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himself by saying, I have a friend that can get me
to the Trumps, and, look, there 1T 1s, They'wve
made a page.

So I Just kept on and on with his
regquests. But again, 1t was of no real interest
to me. T was just trying to help out a friend.

And =so, that i= the reference to Paul
Manafort. It was The only time I ever mentioned
illy bt

Q. So you didn't have the VK folks mock up
thisg?

A. No, T absolutely didn't. I had -- well,
inasmuch as we had 1t already. Konstantin had
already done this. And anything that was done
from VK was just stuff that either he sent
directly to them or he copled me on.

BY MR. PRIVOR:

Q. Back to the June 9th meeting itself, Mr.
Davis had asked you whether Ms. Veselnltskaya had
brought any documents with her, and you mentioned
that she had a statement from which she was
reading. Was Tthere anything else that vyou recall
her bringing with her, other than that statement?

A. T mean, she had her purse. I think as

well as that, she had another bag. No.
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Q. Do you recall her carrying a plastic
folder of any kind with documents 1in 1t7?

A. Not specifically, but she definitely, as
I say, was readling from a document. Whether that
was contained in a plastic folder, I'm not
certain.

Q. Did you see 1f anyone else brought any
documents with Them?

A. I didn't. I don't recall anybody having
any, but I didn't -—- T couldn't be 100 percent
certain.

Q. In your original email setting up the
meetling, which is Exhibit 1, when you referred to
the documents, or documents and information that
would incriminate Hillary, did anyone at the
meeting ever ask anything along the lines of, you
know, hey, Rob, you sent an emall that promised us
documents and information. Where is 1t?

A. They did net.

Q. Okay. So you never got any pushback from
Donald Trump Jr. asking, where is the information
that vyou promised?

AL, No.

Q. And how about anyone else other than Don
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No.

Not Mr. Manafort?
No.

Mr. Kushner?

No.

Did they ask any questions? Start with

Donald Trump Jr.

A. They didn't ask questlions. They
interrupted.
Q. And did they ever ask for any assistance?

Did Donald Trump Jr. ever ask for any assistance

from Ms.

=

28

Veselnitskaya?
No.

Did he ask for any assistance from the

Rusgssian Government?

A.
0.
A.
0.
make any

Al

Q.

Not that I heard.

Or from any other Russians?

Not that I heard.

Same guestion as to Mr. Manafort. Did he
-— did he ask any questions?

No.

And how about Mr. Kushner? Did he ask

any dguestions, other than you mentioned he asked -

No.
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Q. —-- Ms. Veselnitskaya to start over?

A. No.

0. Other than that, he didn't ask for
anything?

A. Not that I recall here.

Q. Was there any discussion about any
possible information that might be provided in the
Lwemres

A. I didn't hear that.

Q. Was there any discussion about setting up
a second meeting in the future?

A. At the time of that meeting, wvou're
asking me?

Q0. Yes.

A. There was not.

Q. You stated, when you left the meeting,
that vyou were speaking to Donald Trump Jr., and
Paul Manafort was right next to you. Is that
right?

A. He was in front of us.

Q. In front of you. Did you have any
conversation with Mr. Manafort at that time?

A. Yes.

Q. What did Mr. Manafort say?

A. He == mell, bhe didn™e. I slmply sald,
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oh, by the way, I have a friend who works in
marketing in VK 1n Russia who wants to set up a
page for Mr. Trump. Would that be interesting?
And who would he speak to? And he goes, vyes, he
cshould speak to Dan Scavino.

Q0. And other than the discussicon of VK, was
there any further discussion with Mr. Manafort?

A. There was not.

Q. How about with Donald Trump Jr.? Was
there any further discussion beyond the VK
discussion?

A. Yes. T said to him, Don, I really want
to apologlze. This was hugely embarrassing. I
have no idea what this meeting was actually about.

And he said, don't worry. You know, we
have so many meetings, and we go from one to the
other. And I appreciate your friendship, and
whatever he sald. Thank -- I don't know if he
sald thank you or goodbye. It was that kind of
Ehimg -

Q. You mentioned after the meeting having a
call with Emin --

A. Yes.

Q. —-- Agalarov. Did vou also speak to Tke

Kaveladze by telephone after the meeting?



10

11

1.2

1.8

14

1.8

16

17

18

1.2

ZiE

2l

2

23

24

25

128

A. Probably.

Q. Do you recall what your conversatlon was?

A, No.

Q. Did you have any other conversation with
him after the meeting, in the immediate time after
the meeting, that day?

A. T -- T believe I would've spoken to him
by phone later that day, in a sort of angered
state.

Q. Do you recall anything from that
conversation?

A. T don't.

Q. Okay.

MR. PRIVOR: I think our time is up, and
we will go off the record at 11:59.

[Recess 11:59 a.m. Lo 12:09 p.m. ]

MR. DAVIS: We'll go back on the record
gl 12109,

Mr. Goldstone, I would like to take a
look at an email exchange that i1is Bates stamped
RGO0O0085, along with a document Bates stamped SJC-
KAVO0027. These will collectively be Exhibit 16.
[Goldstone Exhibit 16 was marked for

identification.]

BY MR. DAVIS:
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Q. The first is an email exchange between
you and Mr. Kaveladze. That exchange has an image
file that is not shown. The second document is
the image file from that emall exchange, as
produced by Mr. Kaveladze's attorneys.

On June 14th, 2016, vou wrote to Mr.
Kaveladze, stating, "Top story right now seems
eerlly welrd, based on our Trump meeting last week

with the Russlian lawyers, et cetera," 1ncluding an
image of a CHNN story that is titled, "Russian
hackers stole Dems' Trump files, firm says."
Kaveladze replied, "Very interesting."
What about the hacking story seemed
eerily weird in light of the June 9th meeting?

A. T was watching CNN, and up flashed a
headline that kasically had the words Russian and
DNC i1n i1it. That's what interested me. And what T
found eerily welird was that I had set up a meeting
with Don Jr. about, allegedly, Russians and
information and damaging information and the DNC.

So it wasn't specifically about hacking.
It was the fact that 1t was about Russlans and
Democrats. That is what I found eerily weird.

Q. Did you also discuss this news with Emin?

A. I believe I did.
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Q. Do you recall the content of that
conversation?

A, No.

Q. I would like to ask you about your
efforts to arrange a second meeting with Ms.
Veselnitskaya and Trump associates after the
election in Nowvember 2016. Who initiated this
reguest for another meeting?

A. I believe 1T was Mr. Kaveladze.

Q. And what was your involvement?

A. T was asked once again 1f I would contact
-— T don't know if, at that time, 1t was the Trump
campalgn or the transition team. I can't remember
the timing of it. Because the same Russian
attorney was going to be in New York and had
something she wanted to present or discuss with
Lhem.

MR. DAVIS: Let's take a look at the emaill
Bates stamped RGO0018Z, along with its attachment,
which 1s stamped 183 through 185. These
collectively will be Exhibit 17.

[Goldstone Exhibit 17 was marked for
identification.]

ME. DAVIS: We will look over a few emails

before I ask you some guestions, but in this
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email, dated November 23rd, 2016, Mr. Kaveladze
writes vyou, stating, "Hello, Rob. Enclosed please
find synopsis of the topic Ms. Natalia wants to
discuss with T people. She has arrived into NYC."
Now I would like to take a look at the
email exchange Bates stamped RG0O00186, which will
e Fxhilit 8.
[Goldstone Exhibit 18 was marked for
identification. ]

MR. DAVIS: In this email exchange, it
appears that vyvou wrote back, stating, "Having
skimmed 1t over, isn't this exactly what she
presented at the last meeting?"™ To which Mr.
Kaveladze replied, "Yes, pretty close to what she
talked about at first meeting.™

Now T would like to look at another
follow-up email, which 1s Bates stamped RGO00159.
It will be Exhibit 19.
[Goldstone Exhibit 19 was marked for
Tdlentitieation . |
BY MR. DAVIS:

Q. In this email, you wrote to Mr.
Kaveladze, stating, in part, "I am sure you
understand I have to first submit this and then

speak to Don and Rhona, and then walt to see if
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they want to have a meeting."
Mr. Goldstone, did you communicate with
Mr. Trump Jr. about this proposed second meeting?

A. I believe I communicated with Rhona, and
I'm not sure if T communicated with Mr. Trump Jr.

Q. Okay.

MR. DAVI3: Let's take a look at an email
from you to Rhona on the subject. This will be
Bates stamped RGO00Z2Z46. And this will be Exhibit
20
[Goldstone Exhibit 20 was marked for

identification.]
BY MR. DAVIS:

Q. In this email, the oldest email in this
exchange is from you to Rhona Graff on November
28th, 201¢. You wrote, "Hi, Rhona. Aras Agalarov
has asked me tTo pass on this document in the hope
it can be passed on to the appropriate team. I
needed, a lawyer representing the case 1s 1n New
York currently and happy to meet with any member
of his transition team.™"

Was vyour understanding that Mr.
Kaveladze's outreach to you was on behalf of Aras
Agalarov?

A. It was.
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Q. Setting aside the July 27th email change
that 1s at the top of this one, did Ms. Graff
otherwise respond to your email?

A. I believe not.

MR. DAVIS: Okay, I would like to now
have vyou review the exchange that is Bates stamped
RGO001%5 through 1%6, which will ke Exhibit Z21.
These are messages 1n November between vyou and Mr.
Kaveladze.

[Goldstone Exhibit 21 was marked for
identification.]
BY MR. DAVIS:

C. PAmd qust ke elarlily, s 186 corpeet that
these are messages in November 2016 between you
and Mr. Kaveladze?

A. Tt does appear so, yes.

Q. And what program was this? What
messaglng program?

A. Yeah, I"m looklng. Oh, it's AIM, which
it's something -- I don't know, something
messenger, 1t stands for.

Q. According to the document, on November
27th, 2016, Kaveladze messaged to you, stating,
"The lawyer woman called again asking about the

meetling with T people. I believe that meeting on
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lawyer or assistant level will be sufficient.
Sorry to bother you with this on Sunday.™

You responded, also on November 27th,
2016, "I forwarded 1T last week but no response.
If IT'm being honest, T doubt they will meet her,
as it's exactly the same as they met last time and
didn't find it particularly interesting or useful,
according to Don Jr. at the time. Also, she needs
to understand that they are In transition mode and
go have a million things on their minds, and T
feel this won't be one of them. But let's wait
and see 1f they react.”

So 1n your November 2Z7th message to Mr.
Kaveladze, vou said you forwarded the information
last week. The last emalil was an email sent on
November Z2Z8th, tThe day after this message with
Kaveladze, forwarding the document to Ms. Graff.

Had vyou, 1in fact, forwarded the document
the week before your November Z7th message with
Kaveladze?

A. I don't recall, but because I know
myself, and I know how I write, I would 1magine
that the minute he reminded me of it in here, 1
forwarded it to Rhona, probably the next day. So

I don't recall one before then, no.
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Q. All right. Prior to sending that email
to Ms. Graff on November 28th, 2016, did you speak
with Ms. Graff or any other Trump associates about
a second meeting with Veselnitskavya?

A. T don't believe so.

Q. Back to the exhibit, 1in a message vou
sent to Mr. Kaveladze on November 28th, 2016, wyou
wrote, "I left Rhona another message but heard
nothing. I don't think we will.™

How many times did you contact or attempt
to contact Ms. Graff about this?

A. T believe none.

Q. You sald you belleve none, 1s that right?

A. Except for the email exchange that you
have.

Q. Okay. Do you recall speaking with her on
the phone or leaving her any volcemalls?

A. No.

Q. Okay. Why did you give the impression to
Mr. Kawveladze that vyou were pursuing the second
meeting more vigorously than it appears you
actually were?

A. Because T was hoping that he would be
smart enough to realize my view on asking for a

second meeting.
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Q. And what was your view?

A. That 1t was a ridiculous request and one
that T would fight evervything in me not to have to
request.

Q. As far as you know, did Ms. Veselnitskaya
ever speak with anyone on the Trump transition
team after the election?

A. I have no idesa.

Q. Do you know 1f she ever spoke with anyone
from the Trump Organization after the election?

A. T don't know.

Q. With anyone in the Trump administration?

A. I don't know.

MR. DAVI3: HNow I would like to move on to
what happened when the June 9th, 2016, meeting
became a topic of interest 1in 2017. TLet's take a
look at the document Bates stamped RGO00ZZ27, which
will be Exhibit 2Z.

[Goldstone Exhibit 22 was marked for
Tdlentitieation . |
BY MR. DAVIS:

Q. This 1s a series of messages between you
and Mr. Kaveladze, is that correct?

B. Thak's ceorzselk.

Q. According to thilis document, on June 3rd,
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2017, wvou messaged Mr. Kaveladze, stating, in
part, "When you get a minute, can you please call
me? T Just had an interesting call re: that
meeting we attended at Trump Tower last year.”

With whom did you have that ¢all?

A. T believe it was a volcemail T received
from a man named Alan Garten.

Q. Anmd ds it correst That he de an attormey
with the Trump Organlization?

A. T understand that to be correct.

Q. Can vyou please describe the contents of
that conversation or voicemall in as much detail
as you remember?

A. As T remember, 1t was just, could I give
him a call to discuss a meeting that was held at
Trump Tower?

Q. Okay. Eleven minutes after your message,
Kaveladze responds, "Natalia Veselnitskaya, I
believe that was her name."

Did vou have a call with Mr. Kaveladze
between your message asking him to ¢all you and
his message stating Ms. Veselnlitskaya's name?

A. I don't recall the call, but I -- when I
looked at this, 1t =eems to be the obvious answer,

because I couldn't remember her name.
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Q. Okay. Did you ask him what her name was?

A. I definitely asked him at some polnt what
her name was, vyes.

Q. Okay, I would like to have you look at a
cseries of exhibits, and then ask vou a few
questions.

A. Sure.

MR. DAVIS: The first will be an emall
Bates stamped RGO00090, which will be Exhibit 23.
[Goldstone Exhibit 23 was marked for
identification.]

ME. DAVIS: This is an email sent on June
26th, 2017, from Alan Garten to you. As we
stated, he i1s an attorney for the Trump

Organization. &And he writes, "Hey, Rob. Hope all

is well. Was wondering 1f you were free to talk
tomorrow. Let me know what works for you. Best,
Alan."

Now I would like to look at the exchange
Bates stamped RGO0O0091, which will be Exhibit 24.
[Goldstone Exhibit 24 was marked for
identification. ]
MR. DAVIS: The first email chronologically
is from you to Alan Garten on June 27th, 2017,

which states, in part, "Here 1s Tthe contact
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information for Ike Kaveladze, who also attended
the meeting on behalf of Aras Agalarov."

Next, I would like to look at the
exchange Bates stamped RGO00092, which will be
Exhibit Z25.

[Goldstone Exhibit 25 was marked for
identification.]

MR. DAVIS: This 1s an emall exchange
between you and Emin on June 2Z7th, Z017. You
write, "That meeting I set up in October with
Trump campaign for your father for that Russian
attorney and her colleagues 1s causing massive
problems. I have today been interviewed by
attorneys for the second time about it. They're
concerned because it links Don Jr. to officials
from Russia, which he has always denlied meeting.
I did say at the tTime this was an awful idea and a
terrible meeting. They're speaking with Tke, I
believe, also today. And potentlially, 1t may go
further, and we may need attorneys. It's really
potentially a serious situation, so you and your
father should be aware. I don't even know for
sure who these Russian people were, but hopefully
Tke can answer for them. I've told them what T

know. I'm really not happy being put in a
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gsituation with Federal attorneys investigating, et
Cebera. "
BY MR. DAVIS:

Q. You menticned a meeting 1n October. Was
that -- what was that in reference to?

A. The fact that I'm now 57 and demented. T
mean the June meeting.

O Fulel, wmlaghri.

A. With respect.

Q. When vyou wrote that you had been
interviewed by attorneys that day for the second
time about it, was that a reference to interviews
with Trump Jr. or Trump Organization attorneys?

A. Alan Garten, and then Alan Garten and
Alan Futerfas, I believe, was on the =second call.

Q. Okay. Can you please describe the calls
yvou had with those individuals?

A. They called and asked me 1f I could help
them understand my recollectlion of the meeting,
which T did.

Q. And were both calls related to your
recollectlion of the meeting?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. How did you describe the meeting

to them in those calls?
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A. T described it as a -- that it appeared
to me Lo have been a balit and switch of somebody
who appeared to be lobbying for what I now
understood to be the Magnitsky Act, and probably
thought she wouldn't be able to get a meeting
under that guise, and, therefore, had dangled the
idea of having some damaging information on
Hillary, which she may or may not have had, but 1t
didn't appear to me as 1f anything had come out of
it at the meeting.

Q. Okay.

ME. DAVIS: Let's turn to a series of
messages between vou and Emin. These are Bates
stamped RGO0O0228 to 240. I know some of these
overlapped with Mr. Privor's exhibits, but we will
introduce some this way for sake of convenlence 1in
this line of questioning. This will be Exhibit
26.

[Goldstone Exhibit 26 was marked for
Tdlentitieation . |
BY MR. DAVIS:

Q. Unfortunately, the way these were
provided to us, the dates are not shown on most of
the messages, so I might need some clarity from

vou on those.
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But let's please look at page 228 to
begin.

A. 228, vyeah.

Q. You write to Emin, "I made sure I kept
you and your father out of the story and they just
used my word 'acquaintance.' The lawyers accepted
we were Just acquaintances but tell me the media
1s keen To know who set up the meeting.”

Which lawyers are you referencing in that
comment?

A. T believe, again, it's a misuse of a
word, and it means either the writers or the media
accepted we were Just acqualintances. There were
no lawyers at that point.

Q. Okay. Do you recall when this message
exchange occurred?

A. I believe 1t was July 9 or July 10, and
I'm sure we can probably confirm that for vyou.

Q. We would appreclate that.

Why did you keep Emin and Aras out of the
story?

A. They hadn't been mentioned to me at that
stage. This was, I believe, after I had been
contacted by a journalist, and I just felt I was

dolng the right thing in trying to protect my
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clients. I naively maybe thought that might be
the end of it, there might be some -- but I didn't
realize 1t would blow up into the type of story it
did.

Q. When you spoke with the Trump attorneys,
did you describe Emin and Aras' involvement --

B. Yesg.

Q. —-- 1n setting up the meeting? Okay.

To the best of your knowledge, when you
spoke with the Trump attorneys, did they have a
copy of your email to Trump Jr. setting up the
meeting, which referenced Aras and Emin's
involvement?

A. I don't know.

Q. They didn't ask vyou about the email at
that time?

A. They asked primarily about the meeting.

Q. Did they ask at all about the emaill?

A. I don't know, but 1t seems likely they
would've. I don't know is the answer.

Q. Now 1if you could please turn to RGOO0O231
in this exhibit, 1t appears that vyou messaged
Fmin, "Just got off phone with Trump lawyers and
they would like us to have a blanket 'no comment'

for now. Washington Post was leaked information
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that T organized meeting and has run the piece, so
now every medlia outlet is calling."

Just for clarity, which Trump attorneys,
which Trump lawyers --

A. T believe it was Alan -- 1t was still
Alan Garten at this stage.

0. And what was the content of that call, to
the best of your memory?

A. I don't know 1f he called me or I called
him, but at that point, I didn't have any
attorneys or anywhere to turn. So probably, I put
in a call to him to ask what was going on, as he's
the only person that I'd spoken to in the past
about this possibly being leaked, or story. And
he jJust said at the time that he'd prefer if I had
a "no comment" to all these calls that T was
getting.

Q. Do you recall when that conversation
occurred, the date? I don't know if it shows.

A. T may, if I look in order. I believe 1t
was July 10th.

Q. And did vyou -- did he explaln his
reasoning why they wanted to blanket "no comment"
policy from you?

A. I'm nok sure, puk 4f he did, I didn™k
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mention it.

MR. DAVIS: All right, now I would like
to look at another email exchange. This is Bates
stamped SJC-KAVOO013Z to 133, and this will be
Exhibit 27.

[Goldstone Exhibit 27 was marked for
identification.]
BY MR. DAVISZ:

Q. This 1s a chain of emails on July 9th
and/or 10th. The different dates may be due to
different time zones of the senders, I believe.

The first email chronoclogically is from
you to Alan Garten, copyling Mr. Kaveladze. It
states, in part, "Alan, I am in Europe and
received a barrage of media calls yesterday,
including Washington Post sayling my name was
listed on the official statement put out Saturday
by lawyers. I had requested last week of you guys
to see what was belng put out, so I would be able
to prepare our own statement but never received
anything from you or vyour colleague. Can I please
at least now see The statement you guys put out?"

Why did vou want to see Trump Jr.'s
statement prior to drafting your own?

A. I Just felt 1t would be useful 1if I knew
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what they had put out, the style, the type. This
——= this area was really alien to me. I'm a music
publicist. We talk about egos and nonsense. I'm
not used to this kind of structured world.

Q. All right. Mr. Garten responded,
including the statement that Mr. Trump Jr. had put
out, which, among other things, c¢laims that he had
not been told the name of the woman he would be
meeting prior to the meeting itself and that there
was no further contact or follow-up of any kind.
That email also adds Mr. Alan Futerfas.

You responded, stating, "Thank wyou.
Washington Post called yesterday and sald they
were running with information that I had set up
the meeting and had incorrect spin on it, which I
tried briefly to correct. T salid only that the
meeting appeared to have pbeen about adoption
lssues and was gulckly terminated. I did not
reveal who had requested the meeting or any other
details. They are only ones I've spoken with, but
T do think a generic statement may be needed from
me or Emin at some polint, as I had mentioned last
weelk."

Had Mr. Trump Jr.'s attorneys asked vou

not to reveal who had reguested the meeting?
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AL No.
Q. Why did you note that 1in your statement
to them?

A. T don't know why. Yeah, I don't know

Q. In response, Mr. Futerfas wrote, "Agreed.
But you can see that even vyour helpful guote was
not clearly stated by the Washington Post. Let
Alan G. and write something.™

MER. DAVIS: Now let's look at another
document. This 1s Bates stamped SJC-KAV0O00L3 to
54, and will be Exhibkbit 28.

[Goldstone Exhibit 28 was marked for
Tdlentitieation . |

BY MR. DAVIS:

Q. This 1s an emall and attachment you sent
on July 10th, 2017, to Emin and Mr. Kaveladze.
The subject line i1s, "Here 1s statement drafted by
Trump lawyers, which they have asked me to
release "

The attachment appears to be a screenshot
of an emall from Mr. Futerfas to you, which
states, "Rob, please consider the following as a
statement. Please note that there will always be

potential follow-up questions to any statement.
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But i1if you feel comfortable with this statement
and are comfortable saying nothing more, at least
for the time being, that would be our preference.
Agaln, any statement should be accurate as to
your very best recollection.”

Then the message has the draft statement
itself, which reads, "As the person who arranged
the meeting, I can deflnitely state That the
statements I have read by Donald Trump Jr. are 100
percent accurate. The meeting was a complete
waste of time, and Don was never told Ms.
Veselnitskaya's name prior to the meeting. Ms.
Veselnitskaya mostly talked about the Magnitsky
Act and Russian adoption laws, and the meeting
lasted 20 to 30 minutes at most. There was never
any follow-up, and nothing ever came of the
meeting. Signed, Robert Goldstone.™

Did vou ever release that statement?

A. No.

Q. Why not?

A. T thought it was ludicrous.

0. How so?

A. Tt was -- it just seemed like a -- 1t
seemed like something T would never write. It

didn't sound like my volice. And 1t Just sounded
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like an across-the-board endorsement of Mr. Trump
Jdr., a8 oppused Lo gstablng Lacbe.

Q. Did you believe that the statement
contalned lnaccuracleg?

A. Not necessarily.

Q. The statement says there was never any
follow-up, but yvou did contact Ms. Graff after the
election, Iforwarding Ms. Veselnitskaya's lelter
and attempting to set up another meeting for her.

Did vou tell Mr. Trump Jr.'s attorneys about that
follow-up when vou spoke with them?

A. I'm not sure that I did.

Q. Okay. And as part of that attempt in
November, refresh my memory, did vyou reach out to
Mr. Trump Jr.?

A. T don't believe T did.

Q. Okay. After reviewing the draft message,
did you inform Mr. Trump's lawyers of the follow-
up in November?

B L den™t believe 1. did.

Q. Okay.

MR. FOSTER: Why not?

ME. GOLDSTONE: Because I'm not sure that --
T can't remember when T realized that that was

also connected to this, that I should loock at the
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follow-up. It wasn't something that immediately
came to my mind as, oh, yes, there had been a
follow-up. I was very much in the moment of what
was happening with this. So 1t didn't even strike
me as important for a follow-up.

BY MR. DAVIS:

Q. And did vou consider the later VK emails
to not be a follow-up to that meeting? I Tthink
you stated before you considered --

A. T did.

0. —-— that conversation as an aside.

A. As an aside, yes.

MR. GAGE: Just to be c¢lear, when you say,
"T did," vou did not consider i1t to be a follow-
up .

MR. GOLDSTOCNE: T did not consider it to be
a follow-up.

MR. GAGE: So The record is clear.

MR. DAVIS: Thank you for the clarification.

MR. GAGE: Yes.

BY MR. DAVIS:

Q. So the Trump Jr. attorneys sent vyou a
draft statement on July 10th, 2017. Let's return
to Exhikit 26, to page 232.

This 1is an exchange between you and Emin,
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and you mentioned to Emin, "Trump's lawyers
drafted a small statement they would like me to
put ocout. T emailed it to you.™

Was that a reference to the statement we
Just went over?

A. T believe so.

Q. Okay. That exchange shows an audio file.

I would like to play one of the audio messages
yvour attorneys disclosed. I believe this
corresponds to that audio file, but I would like
you to verify that.

This audio file has the Bates file name
RGO0O0OZ51, but since it is an audico file, I won't
introduce it as a physical exhibit. Technology
permitting, we will listen to it now.

[Begin audio recording. ]

ME. EMIN AGALAROV: Rob, I understand your
frustration and in no way I'm trying to downsize
what's happening. But as you know, as the meeting
happened through Tke and my dad, I was not
involved, and I was also against all
possibilities. The same way right now, any
comments should go through them. Just figure out
with Tke what the strategy should be. I don't

mind you commenting anything. And there's no
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problem from my side, as you understand.
[End audlo recording.]
BY MR. DAVIS:

Q. Was 1t your understanding --

MS. SAWYER: Patrick, can I just ask a
clarifying question?

MR. DAVIS: Sure.

MS. SAWYER: The document here indicates
1606.

MR. DAVIS: Yes, I kbelieve that's the
timestamp. The time on the left T believe is the
length of the message, 44. And the file I believe
we have s a l~second dilference. Bubk 11i you lLook
at the subject matter, I believe it corresponds,
but we can verify with the witness to make sure T
have 1t right.

M3. SAWYER: Thank vou.

MR. DAVIS: You're welcome.

BY MR. DAVIS:

Q. Is it your recollection that that audio
file does correspond to this message?

A. I'm just checking something. I believe
it does.

Q. So to summarize, you sent Emin the draft

statement, and it sounded like he salid that you



10

11

1.2

1.8

14

1.8

16

17

18

1.2

ZiE

2l

2

23

24

25

148

should coordinate with Tke about any draft
statements. And then you respond that Ike 1is
fine, but you will speak with him when he lands --

By YESs

Q. -— 1f I have it right. That's why we
assumed this was that message.

Now was it your understanding that Emin
in this audio message was expressing that he had
been against setting up the June 9th meeting?

A. Tt was my impression that he was agreeing
with my initial concerns that I made to him about
setting up the meeting, yes.

Q. And when you expressed those 1initial
concerns, did he at that time echo those concerns?

A. He did not.

Q. What did you understand Emin to mean when
he says, "I was against all possibilities"? Did
you Take that as a reference to possible
asslstance from the Russlan Government to the
Trump campaign? Possible coordination between the
two? How did you interpret that?

A. The possibllity of the meeting taking
place.

Q. Okay. Turning to pages 236 through 239

of that exhibit, it appears that you and Emin
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exchange vyour own draft statements. 2aAnd then on
the bottom of page 239, dated July 1lth, vou
wrote, "I need to retain an attorney as soon as
possible. This 1s getting ocut of control. Should
T speak to Tke about vyour lawyers?"

Did vou retain an attorney at the time?

A. T spoke to Tke and asked him how they
would like to retalin lawyers for me.

Q. Okay. And when did you retain a lawyer
in connection with this matter?

MR. GAGE: Let me get you the exact date.

MR. GOLDSTONE: T don't know the answer.
Very soon alfterwards.

MR. DAVIS: Very soon?

MR. GAGE: Very soon, yeah.

MR. DAVIS: ©Okay, 1t also looks like vyou
later emalled your own draft statement to Emin
Kaveladze on July 11th, Z2017.

Let's loock at an emall exchange Bates
stamped SJC-KAVO0144 and 145. That will be
Exhibit 29.

[Goldstone Exhibit 29 was marked for
identification.]
BY MR. DAVIS:

0. Your draft statement here does not claim
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that vyou never told Trump Jr. Ms. Veselnitskavya's
name, nor does 1t claim that there was no follow-
up. Is that correct?

A. Can vyou Jjust tell me where we are reading
from? We are reading from the bottom of it first,
right? Yes, I'm just a bit confused.

MR. GAGE: Just give us a minute, so he can
dilgeiet €.

MR. DAVIS: Take your time.

MR. GOLDSTCNE: Okay. I'm sorry, your
gquestion was?

BY MR. DAVIS:

Q. Sure. Unlike the previous statement, in
this statement, you don't c¢laim that vyou ever --
I'm sorry. You don't claim that you never told
Trump Jr. Ms. Veselnitskavya's name beforehand, nor
do yvou clalim that there wasn't any follow-up to
the June 9th meeting.

Was that an intentional change from
previous drafts? Were those issues on your mind
in drafting this?

I should clarify. Did you feel that the
inclusion of those statements in the previous
versions were inaccurate and vou didn't want to

include them in your own?
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A. No, I wanted to give my version of what T
believed as a publiclist of over 20 years standing
would help stop false media speculation.

Q. And In your draft statement, vyou state,
referring to your email on June 3rd, 2016, to Mr.
Trump, which set up the meeting, vou state, "I,
therefore, used the strongest hyperbolic language
in order to secure this request Ifrom Donald Trump
Jr. based on the bare facts I was given."

Mr. Goldstone, in your capacity as a
music publicist, have you at times used hyperbolic
language or exaggeration or hype as part of your
pilEel?

A. At most times, yes.

Q. So 1if T understand your statement right,
Yyou were saying that your emall on June 3rd to Mr.
Trump was an example of this hyperbolic
exaggeratlion type --

A. It was an example of, I was glven very
limited information, and my Job was to get a
meeting, and so I used my professional use of
words Lo emphasize what my client had only glven
bare-bones information about, in order to get the
attention of Mr. Trump Jr.

Q. When did you eventually l1ssue a public
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statement?

A. To the best of my knowledge, I did not
issue a public statement.

MR. DAVIS: Now I would like to take a look
at an email Bates stamped RGO00247, which will be
Exhibit 30.

[Goldstone Exhibit 30 was marked for
Tdentiltilcation . |
BY MR. DAVIS:

Q. This is from Anthony Scaramucci to you on
July 23rd, 2017. He writes, "I don't officially
start until the 15th, Rob, but I just wanted to
drop you a line to say, 1f you ever need to plck
my brains, then my door is always open.
Obviously, there is still pressure on all sides,
but if we remain consistent and united, I don't
envisage any lssues we can't ride out."

MR. GAGE: I would add, 1t 1s purportedly
from Anthony Scaramuccil.

MR. GOLDSTCNE: I was about to say the same
thing.

MR. DAVIS: Purportedly.

BY MR. DAVIS:
Q. Do you know —-- have you verified whether

this is his actual emalil address?



10

11

1.2

1.8

14

1.8

16

17

18

1.2

ZiE

2l

2

23

24

25

1568

A. T sent this letter immediately to my
attorney, this emaill.

Q. Do you know Mr. Scaramucci?

A. I do not.

Q. Did you respond to this email?

A. T did not.

Q. Okay. And you did never verify whether
this was or was not actually Mr. Scaramuccil's
email?

A. T didn't feel it was for me to verify, so
T sent it to my attorney.

Q. Okay.

MR. FOSTER: Did you ever learn whether that
is his email address?

MR. GAGE: Well --

MR. FOSTER: IT'm not asking how he learned
it.

MR. GAGE: Yeah, I'm not -- 1f there were a
privilege log, which we haven't yet had time to
do, the To/From vou've got, but let me think about
that guestion over the lunch break.

I Just don't want -- or we can Ltake a
short break now. We can come back to it.

ME. DAVIS: Yeah.

MR. GAGE: If you want reserve 2 minutes. I
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mean, I'm not trying to --

MR. ECSTER: That's [dre.

MR. GAGE: T just need to make sure -- yeah.

MR. DAVIS: I'm going to move on to a
different topic then.

BY MR. DAVIS:

Q. Mr. Goldstone, we discussed briefly vyour
interactions with Mr. Trump when he was 1n Russila
for the 2013 Miss Universe Competition. You
mentioned him interacting with wvarious Russian
people and government officials. Do you recall
which government officials, if any, that vyvou saw
him interact with on that trip?

A. T don't believe I said government
officials as such, but I definitely saw him
interact with high-level business officials.

Q. And I believe you mentioned a call with
Mr. Peskev. Is kthat eeorrect:

B. Thak s conrech.

Q. He i1s a government official. Is that
correct?

A. He 1s the spokesman for Vladimir Putin.

Q. Okay. So other than him, do you recall
any other interactions with government officials,

Russilan Government officlals, by Mr. Trump?
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A. L de met.
Q. Okay. There have been news reports
alleging that someone from Emin's entourage

attempted to send women up to Mr. Trump's hotel

room while he was in Moscow for this trip. Later,

the Steele dossier contalins some salacious
allegations, alleging that they had gone up there
and wvarious misdeeds occurred.

Do you have any knowledge of Mr. Trump
engaging with prostitutes while on that trip?

A. T do not.

Q. Did wyou have any involvement in the
attempts between the Trump Organlzation and the
Crocus Group to conduct a real estate project in
Russia?

A. T was present when the idea was floated
of a potential Trump Tower, but I had no
involvement.

Q. Did you have any knowledge on the
progress of the project?

A. Again, I was present when Emin told me
that, due to the downturn in the economy, The
regsidential projects had been put on hold, and
that would include Trump Tower.

Q. Mr. Goldstone, did Mr. Trump, his
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associates, or his attorneys ever ask you to lie
about anything related to the June 9th, Z2Z0le,
meeting?

A. They did not.

Q. Aside from media reports, do yvou have any
reason to believe that President Trump or any of
his associates colluded, conspired, or cooperated
with the Russlian Government to affect or attempt
to affect the 2016 U.S. presideritial election?

A. T have no knowledge of that, no.

Q. Have wyou spoken to the FBI about the June
9th, 2016, meeting?

A. I have not.

Q. Have you spoken with anybody from Special
Counsel Mueller's group?

MR. GAGE: T don't mind Rob answering the
gquestion. I Just want everyone in the room, I'm
looking at -- 1f that 1s a gquestion being asked to
others, and in the view of the majority and the
minority, that is an appropriate guestion, I will
let him answer. I don't know what the -- as long
as everybody 1n the room, majority and minority,
is comfortable that that 1s an appropriate
question, I'm not going to instruct the witness

not to answer. GCkay.
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MR. GOLDSTCNE: Can now you just repeat the
Grieis Bl O

MER. GAGE: No, no.

MR. DAVIS: We're fine with 1t.

MR. GAGE: Okay.

M3. SAWYER: Yes.

MR. GAGE: TIf you could repeat the guestion.

I'm sorry to interrupt. I Jjust want Lo respect

everybody's respective Interests.

MR. DAVIS: Sure.
BY MR. DAVIS:

Q. Have wyou had any contact with Special
Counsel Mueller's group?

A. Meaning have I met with them or had any
contact?

Q. Any contact.

A. I have been approached by them.

MR. GAGE: Well, I think the answer is, as
you know, no, but okay.

Well, you can assume -- I'm just --

contact would go through a counsel.

MR. DAVIS: sSure.

MR. GAGE: And if it's important to
everybody in the room, we can talk about that off

the record or as approprliate. But that's why I'm
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stopping the witness at this point.

MR. FOSTER: But you haven't done an
interview with them?

MR. GAGE: No, he has not.

ME. GOLDSTONE: I have not.

BY MR. DAVIS:

Q. Have you given testimony about the June
9th, 2016, meeting to a grand Jjury proceeding?

A. I have not.

Q. Other than the follow-up about the email
purporting to be from Mr. Scaramucci, that is the
end of my guestions for now.

A. Thank vyou.

MR. DAVIS: So we will go off the record at
lzah? .

[Recess 12:52 p.m. to 1:40 p.m.]

MR. PRIVOR: We are back on the record. It
is 1:40 p.m.

BY MR. PRIVOR:

Q. Mr. Goldstone, thank you again. We are
going to pick up -- again, as I stated this
morning, a lot of what I am golng to be asking
about is follow-up to guestions Mr. Davis has
already asked.

A. No problem.
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Q. So I hope you don't mind indulging us.

A. No.

Q. I would like to turn your attention to
Exhibit 17, which you had discussed before the
break. This i1s a document that concerns the
efforts to arrange a second meeting, which T
understand from your testimony, as far as you
know, never occurred.

So with regard to Exhibit 17, I just want
to first ask a couple guestions about the
document, on its face. It says Ms. Natalia wants
to discuss with T people, and this is an email
from Ike Kaveladze to you.

B YeEg.

Q. Ms. Natalia, 1is that the lawyer who was
at the —

A. I would take That to ke Natalila
Veselnitskavya.

Q. And the T pecple, would that be the Trump
Organization?

A. To the best of my understanding.

Q. And to your knowledge, this meeting, any
effort to establish a meeting in November or
thereabouts did not occur; is that right?

A. To -- that's my understanding, vyes.
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Q. And do you know who reguested that there
be a second meeting?

A. Well, in subseguent texts between Mr.
Kaveladze and myself, he refers to Mr. A. When he
talks about Mr. A, that refers to Aras Agalarov.

Q. And do you know why the Agalarovs were
interested in trying to arrange a meeting again?

B oL demte.

Q. Now, yvou've testified already that vyou
felt that the meeting didn't really go well.
You've described it as awful or terrible in a text
message.

Do you know whether the Agalarovs shared
your view of the first meeting?

A. T never got feedback from them.

Q. Did you share vyour view with them,
though?

A. T did, with Emin Agalarov.

Q. And notwithstanding your having shared
your views with Emin, the Agalarovs still
regquested a second meeting?

A. They did.

Q. Did vyou give any pushback to the
Agalarovs the way that you did for the original

June meeting?
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A. T tried to convey in emails my lack of
interest in 1t. And I think, as emalils go on, vyou
see that T say, it's Thanksgiving, i1it's things
golng on, dah, dah, dah. And I do everything, I
believe, other than say no to try and give Tke,
who he and T had worked together for guite a long
time, the impression as to what I felt.

Q. Do you have any sense of why 1t was so
important to the Agalarovs to arrange a second
meeting?

A. T don't.

Q. You had testified earlier, in response to
a gquestion from Mr. Davis, that you didn't know if
Natalia Veselnitskaya had spoken to any of the
Trumps after the original meeting. Do you know if
anyone else from that meeting had spoken to the
Trumps 1n regard to the June 9th meeting?

So starting with Ike Kaveladze, do you
know 1f he ever had any follow-up?

A. T don't know 1f he did.

0. How about Rinat Akhmetshin?

A. Not to my knowledge.

0. And how about the translator, Mr.
Samochornov?

A. I have -- I have no ideasa.
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Q. Do you know 1f there was anyone else who
represented any of those persons who spoke To The
Trumps with regard to the June 9th meeting?

A. T don't know.

Q. And when I say the Trumps, I mean broadly
the Trump Organization.

B L mmdesstand.

Q. And also the Trump campalign, do vyou know
1if anyone from that group had reached out to the
Trump campaign?

A. T don't know if they did, no.

Q. Very well.

Let's take a lock at Exhibit 21 again,
which i1s in front of vyou.

MR. PRIVOR: We are going to mark, actually,
our next exhibit. Mr. Davis, we, obviously, use
slightly different collections of documents each
Jedrme.

So I'm golng to show you a new exhibit,
Exhibkbit 31. Okay, so we are showling vou a new
exhibit, Exhikit 31, which 1s Bates marked
RGO00191 through 194. And this, you will note, 1s
a continuation of the document that had been
already marked as Exhibit 21. TIt's just some

pages ‘precedlng LE.
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[Goldstone Exhibit 31 was marked for
Tdentiltilcation . |

BY MR. PRIVOR:

0. Take a minute to look that one over and
let me know if vou recognize that document.

B O B

Q. All right, turning your attention to the
first page of the exhibit, at Bates page 191, what
is this exchange? Is this between you and Tke
Kaveladze?

A, It is.

0. That is the ITke identified --

B TSk

Q. —-—- in the margin?

A. Yes. Yeah.

Q. Okay. ©n the top of the page, there is
an entry dated May 17th, Z0le.

A. e

Q. It looks like the third entry there. And
it says, sending you the Forbes article.

And that i1s your message to Tke. TIs that

right?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you recall, looking back at the date,

May 17th, 2016, what the Forbes article was
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regarding Russia that is referenced there?

A. I bkbelieve there was an article 1in which
Forbes interviewed both Emin and Aras together
about thelr relationship with the Trumps. I
believe that's what it was.

Q. Do you have a distinet memory that that's
what it was?

A. No. I didn't set that up. This, I think
-- oh, it's Forbes Russia. Yes, this would have
been set up by Emin or Aras' public relations team
in Russia. I wvaguely recall that possibly my
colleague, who, as I mentioned, was the director
of publicity for ocur company, may have asked to
see that also. We always like to keep on file
major pileces, and Forbes Russia would be guite
major.

Q. Do you recall whether you've ever sent an
article to Ike from Forbes concerning the founder
of Russilian Facebook?

A. The -- when you say the founder of
Russian Facebook, we're talking about V Kontakte?

0. VK, V Kontakte.

A. Well, T don't recall it specifically, but
T may have done.

Q. Okay. And how about, do you recall ever
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sending an article, a Forbes article, to Tke
around that time concerning Rosatom, Tthe Russian
energy company?

A. That I don't recall.

Q. A couple lines further down, you will
note, on November 12th, 2016, there iz an email or
a text from Tke to you: Hi, Rob. I'm back to the
U.S. Should I Western Union $600 to you?

Do you recall what the purpose of the --

A. Yes.

0. -— of that was? What 1is that?

A. Emin's band manager, whose name T
mentioned before is Pavel Klychko, has three young
children. He uses Amazon. He sends everything to
my house for his kids. And when I or somebody
travels To Russia, we take 1t, and usually he
pays. Because I wasn't making a trip to Russia, I
had sent the goods, I believe, with Ike. And
Pavel Klychko had given him the 2600 Lo give back
to me. ITke lives on the West Coast. I live on
the East Coast, =0 I believe he Western Union'ed
1t

Q. I see. Could I have you turn to the next
page of the exhibit at Bates page 1927 You will

note, about a third of the way down, Ike 1s
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writing to you again about a transfer of money.
He says: Hello, $19,826 went in vyour direction
today.

Do you recall the purpose of that --

A. Yes.

0. —-= transfer?

A. So Ike and/or his company was the entity
that always pald ocur fees, ever since I've worked
for Emin. And so what he's letting me know 1s
that there was a $15,000 -- I mean, I will just
tell vou what's broken down. There was a 315,000
fees, because that's what the fee was, and then
34,000 and whatever the rest of 1t would've been
expenses. So he's letting me know that it has
been sent.

Q. And the money that was sent 1s for your
work as a publicist?

A. And manager. Our company 1s both public
relations and management services.

O. But it's related to Emin's music career?

A. Emin's music career, yes.

Q. Was the payment for any other purpose?

AL, No.

Q. Let's turn your attention to Exhibit 20,

which 1s another one in front of you from earlier
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today.

A. Twenty, ves.

Q. S0 this is an email, Mr. Davis had asked
you about the email forwarded on November 28th --
not forwarded -- sent to Rhona Graff on November
28th. And we see on this page that it also was
forwarded to Rhona Graff on July 15th of 2017.

A. To me from Rhona Graff.

Q. I'm sorry. From Rhona to you on July
1EtH:

A. Yes.

Q. Do you recall what prompted her to send
that document back to you on July 1lbhth?

B oL W™

Q. Do you think it had anything to do with
the public statements about the June 9th meeting
that were beling discussed a few days before that?

A. T don't know. It Just seems random.

Q. Do you recall whether you ever sollicited
from her that she send that back to you?

A. T do not.

0. She notes in her email, attached to
doctor received November Z8th.

Do wyou know what she means by "doctor™?

A. I don't.
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Q. Is that mistyped for document?

A. I assumed 1t was either document or
document Trump or something like that. T don't
know.

Q. Do you recall whether or not vyou
responded to this email?

B L odid mot.

Q. Around the time of this emall on July
15th, do you recall whether Ms. Graff had sent vyou
any other documents?

A. T don't believe I received anything from
her.

Q. Did you ever ask any guestions or revert
to her on this email with any guestion of, why are
you sending this to me?

A. T didn't.

Q. And you're certain you did not?

A. I'm -- I hate saying the word certain.
I'm certain, in this case, I did not.

Q. We can see on this page that -- actually,
on the Rhona Graff piece of it again, Ms. Graff is
Donald Trump's asslistant. Is that right?

A. As T understand, ves.

Q. And do you recall ever having any other

communication with Mr. Trump himself that would
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have prompted Rhona Graff to send this document to
VOou?

A. Mr. Trump Sr. or Junior?

Q. My understanding is she 1s Mr. Trump, the
President's assistant.

A. Yeah. No.

Q. You did not have any communications with
Mr. Trump?

A. No.

Q. Do you know 1f anyone else did that
would've prompted her to send this?

A. I do not, no.

Q. Can you think of any reason that Ms.
Graff would've sent this document back to you?

A. An error perhaps.

Q. Any other reason?

A. No.

Q. We note on the top third or so of the
page that 1t's blank and states redacted attorney-
client communication. Do you know what the basis
is for redacting this?

MR. GAGE: Probably a better gquestion for
me. So, again, 1f 1t was a privilege log, 1t
would say from REob. I am the recipient.

MR. PRIVOR: Okay, very well.
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MR. GAGE: It was forwarded to me.
BY MsS. SAWYER:

Q. So before we leave this, you had
indicated that vyou didn't have a conversation with
Mr. Trump Sr. about anything related to this
email. Ts that accurate?

A. I —-- the conversations I -- well, no. In
order Lo communicate with Mr. Trump Sr., I
communicated through Rhona Graff.

Q. So have vyou ever spoken with Mr. Trump
Sr. directly?

A. Yes, in person.

Q. Okay. And when was the most recent tTime
that happened?

A. Approximately © weeks before he made his
announcement to run for President of the United
states.

Q. So May of 2015 was the last time you
spoke directly with him? What was the topic of
that conversation?

A. Emin Agalarov was in New York and had
asked whether I could request that we do a swing
by in Trump Tower and say hello. We had done a
couple of previous ones. T made a reguest through

Rhona Graff.
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And we went and had abkout 10 minutes with
Mr. Trump. Emin said hello, posed for a
photograph. Mr. Trump at the time was listening
to very loud rap music when we walked 1in, because
he knew I was in music =aid, look, I've been
presented with a platinum disk for a song called,
"Donald Trump," to which I -- that's how I
remember Tthis lncident. I cauticoned him that he
should perhaps look at the words to the song
before he enjoyed it so much.

And afterward, he said to us, you know, T
am going to announce my nomination. And Emin
sald, great, good luck, and I need to take a
P ETEe

And as they took the -- I took the
plicture of them, he said, so maybe next time, I'11
be hosting you guys 1n the White House.

And that's the last we spoke.

Q. Okay. And then with regard to this
document that we were discussing, this Exhibit 20,
you didn't talk with Mr. Trump Sr. Did you talk
with Donald Trump Jr. about 1t at all?

A. I don't believe I did, no.

Q. Anyone else at the Trump Organization?

A. No.
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Mr. Garten? Did you mentioned to Mr.

Garten that there had been a synopsis or a

document sent previously to the Trump Organization

about meetings with --

A.

@r,

Bl

Not to my knowledge, no.
—-- Russian lawyers?
Did vou mention it to Mr. Kaveladze?

I'm just trying to look, because 1T may

be that Mr. Kaveladze sent 1T to me originally.

S0 yes,

the original, I believe, was from Mr.

Kaveladze to me with the synopsis.

@r,

=

el Ry

0

And when was that sent to you, date-wise?
Twenty-three. One second, I'm loocking
Yeah, November 23rd, 2016.

Can you recall 1f you spoke to Mr.

Kaveladze about that document around July 15th or

anytime

A

Q.

in July of 201772
To the best of my knowledge, I did not.

Do you remember 1f you ever talked to him

about it after getting it from him on November

23rd of

A

20167

Not specifically about the document, but

as vou will see from text, we did talk about the

logistics of having a meeting or not.

BY MK.

PRIVOR:
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Q. With regard to that same exhibit, ves,

with the forwarding of the synopsis --

. Yegx

0. —--— to Rhona Graff. It was —--

A. Twenty.

Q. Twenty. You forwarded it, obviously, to

Rhona Graff at the time. Do you recall if you

forwarded 1t to anyone else?

A. I believe I did not,

because 1t had been

forwarded to me from Mr. Kaveladze, and I

forwarded it to Rhona. I don'

forwarded 1t to anyone else.

t believe T

Q. Did you ask any questions as to why Mr.

Kaveladze wanted vou to share

A. Again, I believe, in
where the logistics come into
numpber of times and say guite
the exact same thing that was

lukewarm response.

it with the Trumps?
subseguent emails,

it, I pushed kack a
clearly, 1sn't this

presented, with wvery

Q. Let's turn your attention back now to the

press reporting around July of 2017 about the June

9th meeting. I would like you to take a look at

Exhibit 22, which we had =arlier this afternoon.

So you will recall that this was the

document where vyou referred to having recelved an
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interesting call regarding the meeting at Trump
Tower last year. And you testified earller today
that this was a call from Alan Garten.

A. T bellieve 1t was from Alan Garten, yes.

Q. And Mr. Garten asked for your
recollection of the June %th meeting; is that
gk 7

. Thab Ll conrest.

Q. Did Mr. Garten ask you about anyone
else's recollection of the meeting during that
call?

A. T don't believe he asked me about their
recollections, no.

Q. At any time, did he ask about any other
person's recollection of the meeting?

A. Not recollections, no.

Q. Did he ask anything to do with other
people's accounts of the meeting?

A. Net thelr acesunts.

Q. What did he ask about other people?

A. If T knew the name of the Russian
attorney and also 1f I knew the name of the

BAgalarov's representative.

Q. And what did you say 1in response to those

questions?
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A. That T would -- I did know the name of
the representative, and I would send that Tto him,
and I would find ocut the name of the Russian
attorney. I actually couldn't even remember the
name of the Russian attorney.

Q. And you did eventually share that name,
Ms. Veselnitskaya?

A I believe s, ves.

Q. Who was the representative you are
referring to?

A. Tke Kaveladze.

Q. And you referred to him as a
representative. Why do you use that term?

A. Because I don't know exactly what he
does, and in this instance, I =aw him as a
representative of the Agalarovs.

Q. And what was the precise gquestion, as
best you can recall, from Mr. Garten when he asked
abeout the representabisse?

A. T don't recall the exact guestion, to be
honest. But I know there was a guestion of, could
I remember the name of The Russian attorney for
gsure? And then I think -- I think he just asked
me as simple as, what was the name of the

Agalarov's representative? I think the word
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"representative" was what was used.

Q. Can you recall anything else from that
conversation? So far, he has asked you for your
recollection of the meeting, and he has asked you
the identity of two persons.

B Yeg.

Q. Is there anything else you can recall
from that conversation?

A. Not that I can recall, no.

Q. Is that the totality of the conversation
that vou can remember?

A. That T can remember, yes.

Q. How long did the call last? Do vyou
reald?

A. T don't.

BY MS. SAWYER:

Q. So you describe 1t as an 1lnteresting

call. Why was 1t interesting to you?
A. It's possibly my -- I don't want to use
csarcasm because it's not sarcastic. It's to —- 1T

don't mean interesting as in necessarily the
content. I mean interesting as in out of the
blue, out of the ordinary, and I'm trying to imply
that it's -— I'm now using these horrible air

quotes —-- that 1t's interesting. It's something
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you should pay attention to.

Q. You described it as out of the blue. Did
Mr. Garten explain to you why he was asking wyou
about that meeting?

A. He said, at the time, that there had heen
some leaks.

Q. Did you ask him leaks of what?

A. I did say that. That is exactly what I
said, leaks of what? And he said of emails to do
with this June 9th meeting.

Q. Did he explain who the leaks had been to?

A. To the media.

Q. And he was explaining this to you on June
3rd?

A. He was explaining that to me -- he
explained 1t to me, whether it was on June 3rd or
whether 1t was 1n our follow-up conversation that
happened I think a week later, a few days later, I
can't be sure. But over the course of those
conversations, that is what was explained to me by
him.

Q. And did he explalin what emall he was
talking about? You said he had said there had
been leaks of an email, the email?

A. At the time, he said an email.
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And did you ask him what email he was

talking about?

Al

I did, and he =aid the email that I had

sent to Mr. Trump Jr. regarding a meeting at Trump

Tower.

@r,

B

remember

time.

email?

A

Q.

Did vou remember the email?
T remembered sending the email. I didn't

or recall the detail of the email at the

Did vou then go back and look at the

I did met.

So when you were speaking with him, vou

didn't have the email in front of you?

Al

0

A

T didn't.

Did he ask you anything about that email?
No, I don't believe so, initially, no.

me about the meeting.

Did vou ask him to see the email?

L didn ' E .

Why didn't you?

Because he had salid it was an emall that

T had sent, so by default, I knew that I could

look for

Q.

it at some later point.

And do you recall when you actually did
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then go back and look for it?

B No, L den™t. L smeally don't sesall the
time frame.

Q. You didn't go back and look for it before
you sent this message to Tke?

A. T don't know.

Q. And in talking to you about the meeting -

A. Yeah.

Q. —— did he indicate to you at all what
other people had said about what happened at the
meeting?

Ao He did mok.

Q. Okay.

BY MR. PRIVOR:

0. That conversation over the text took
place on June 3rd. Do vyou recall whether you met
in person with Tke Kaveladze at any time after
that, near in time?

MR. GAGE: I just have a comment about the
date. I'm not certain that that date is tied
necessarlily Lo these Ttexts.

MR. PRIVOR: We'll ask that as a guestion
then.

BY MR. PRIVOR:
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Q. Do you know the date of the text message
that relers Lo The dplteresting wall That veu
received from Alan Garten?

A. Only based on what I'm seeing here.

Q. And to the best of your recollection, was

it on or about June 3rd?

A. T don't know the answer to that.

Q. Do you have reason to belleve 1t was
sometime after June 3rd?

A. Not necessarily, no.

Q. What's your best memory of when that
conversation over text actually took place?

A. Well, the only memory I have of 1t 1s
seeing this. So to that end, this is what I'm
currently accepting.

Q. Did there come a Time when you met with
Tke Kaveladze 1in person 1in June of 20177

A. I had -- oh, I didn't have. I attended
lunch that he was having in New York sometime
before I left to go overseas at the end of June,
but T don't know the date of 1it.

Q. Do you recall meeting with Roman
Beniaminov around the same time?

A. The lunch was, in fact, with Roman

Beniaminov and Jason Tropea.
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0. What was discussed -- as well as Ike
Kaveladze?

A. As well as Tke Kaveladze.

Q. So the participants were you, Mr. Tropea,
Mr. Beniaminov, and Mr. Kaveladze.

A. They had lunch. T was doing something
else and stopped by at the very end just to say
keillo .

Q. Do you know what the purpose of their
lunch was?

A. T don't.

Q. When you arrived at the lunch to stop by,
did you have a conversation with them?

A. T was basically doing a kind of goodbye
because I was leaving for 7 or 8 months to go to
Asia. So I knew that Mr. Kaveladze was 1in town,
and 1t was a chance To kind of say goodbye Lo him.

And with the other two, I saw them guite a lot,
but, agaln, this would probably be the last or one
of the last times I would see them until Z018.

Q. Was there any discussion at the lunch
about the June 9th meeting?

A. Not the part that I attended.

Q. Right, just focusing on your personal

knowledge of while you were 1n attendance.
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A. Not while T was in attendance.

Q. Did you ever come Lo learn that they did
talk about the June 9th meeting outside of your
presence’®

A. T haven't learned that.

Q. Did you ever come to learn what was
discussed at the lunch when you weren't there?

A. No.

Q. So focusing Just on your time at the
luncheon, was there any discussion about the
Trumps?

A. Not that T can recall. I was there for a
very, very short time, maybe 15, 20 minutes at the
most.

Q. Was there any discussion about the
election of 2016, the presidential election?

A. Not that I can recall, no.

Q. Is there anything that you can recall
from the conversation that was not simply a
persconal discussion related to the fact that vou
were leaving the country soon?

A. No.

0. Let's take a look at --

MS. SAWYER: Can I just ask a guestion about

the exhibit we were talking about, that Exhibit
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s
BY Ms. SAWYER:

Q. So up at the top, 1t does have that date,
June 3rd, 2017. But vyour lawyer has indicated
that might not be the date.

MR. GAGE: You know, just to advance the
process —-—

MS. SAWYER: Yes.

MR. GAGE: I may have made a mistake. Give
me just 2 minutes to speak to Rob.

MS. SAWYER: Sure.

MR. GAGE: We talked about taking a break.
L bhve dnterest of elarpllby and aceuwrsaeyy.

MS. SAWYER: Absolutely. We can go off the
record.

MR. PRIVOR: We will go off the record at

[Off the record 2:089 p.m. to Z2:11 p.m.]
MR. PRIVOR: Back on the record at Z:11.
MS. SAWYER: Great.
BY MS. SAWYER:
Q. So Just golng back to Exhiblt 22, vyou
were Jjust checking to c¢larify whether or not the
date on that deocument, June 3rd, was the correct

date.
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A. Tt does appear to be the correct date.
Q. Okay, great.
There's just a note up there at the top:
Messages To this chat and calls are now secured
with end-to-end encryption. Tap for more info.
Can you explain again, which application
were you using?

A. WhatsApp.

Q. WhatshApp. And was that something that
you had just selected at that point in time to
start encrypting? Why would that message appear
at that point in time?

A. I have no idea. I don't believe I
selected anything or had changed anything at all.

Q. Okay, so that just automatically appeared
on that particular day.

A. I have no idea. Well, 1t seems Lo be
there, so yes would be the answer.

Q. And do you know whether or not the
messages were encrypted before this date?

A. We may have some that I can refer to. I
don't know. Maybe There are some other ones.

IT'm actually just trying to find one that
has the date the same way as this, and so far, T

don't see one.
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None of these have the start of it there
as a date. So I have to say, based on just having
thesze to refer to, I don't know.

Q. But 1t wasn't something that you recall
gspecifically selecting.

A. Tt wasn't something I recall selecting at
Fledeal

Q. Okay.

BY MR. PRIVOR:

Q. Okay, let's turn your attention to
Exhibit 23, which you also have in front of vou.
This was an email from Alan Garten to you on June
2bkh, asking dfer a weall bthe mexk today.

I Just wanted to know, I noticed that he,
Alan, writes to you, "Hey, Rob," as if he is wvery
familiar with you. What was vyour, bkefore this
emall, what was your experlence interacting with
him?

A. I had had one or I think two calls with
him. ©Outside of that, I'd never heard of him.

Q. What was the purpose of your prior calls?

A. He had left me a message to call him, and
then he called me and asked 1if I could have a call
with him and Alan Futerfas.

Q. So were both of those prior calls with
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regard to the June 9th meeting?

B Coremds.

Q. And did vyou have any substantive
conversatlon with him in those two prior calls?

A. Did vou say substantive conversation?

0. Yes.

A. No. And the "Rob," I mean, that's my
name.

Q. Do you recall when those two prior calls
occurred?

A. T believe one of them would've occurred
prior to the June 3rd text, and I believe that I'm
referring to Ike, when I said I had an interesting
warld., that 4t'e Trem hin. I don't recall when the
second one would've been.

Q. When you refer to the text, vyou are
talking about Exhibit 227

A, I am, vyes.

0. Just so the record is clear.

B YeEg.

Q. Thank vyou.

Do you know what, other than the June 3rd

text and that ¢all, do vyvou recall whether the
second call was before or after that one?

A. I don't recall.
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Q. Do you recall what prompted Mr. Garten to
call you?

A, No.

Q. Do you know 1f anyone asked him to call
Vou'r

A. T don't know.

0. Let's turn to Exhibit 24.

A. For some reason, mine are out of order.

0. So Exhibit 24 is now June Z7th. You
writing to Alan Garten is sort of the lower half
of the page.

B Yeg.

Q. And that 1s regarding the call, which
seems to be a reference to the prior Exhibit 23
that we were just looking at.

You were sending Alan Garten contact
information for Ike Kaveladze.

A. e

Q. Do you recall why you were sending lke's
contact information?

A. Because he had asked me if I had contact
information for the representative of the
Agalarovs who was at the meeting.

Q. So you were now providing the contact

information.
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A. 1 was.

Q. Do you recall any substantive discussion
about Tke's participation in the June 9th meeting?

A. T don't recall any.

Q. Do you recall if he asked vou anything
about Tke's participation in the meeting?

A. T don't recall him asking.

Q. Do you know 1f Mr. Garten, 1n fact, spoke
to Ike Kaveladze?

A. T don't know.

Q. You didn't have any further conversation
with Tke akbout his call with Mr. Garten?

A. I don't believe I did, no.

Q. Did you alert Mr. Kaveladze that you had
shared his contact information?

A. T'm not sure T did.

Q. Would 1t be common practice to share his
contact information with another lawyer without
telling him?

A. T was -- I believed I was sharing just
his contact, nothing more than that. He had been
a participant 1in the meeting.

0. Let's take a look at Exhibit 25.

MR. GAGE: I tried.

MR. GOLDSTCNE: I know. I don't know why I
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can't make the numbers work.
MR. GAGE: Here you go. I'm Just trying to
get them back in order. Okay.
BY MR. PRIVOR:
Q. Okay. Mr. Davis has gone through several
parts of this email, so I just want to clarify a
few points on it.
So on June Z7th, you were writing Lo Emin
Agalarov that you set up a meeting in October,
which you testified earlier was Jjust --
A. It's an error.
Q. —-- a mistake. It was actually in June.
You had been interviewed by attorneys for
the second time. You stated that was Mr. Garten
and probably Mr. Futerfas.
R. Corrects
Q. And you said, I did say at the time this
was an awlful l1dea and a terrible meeting.
Do you recall to whom you made Tthat
comment?
A. Emin.
Q. And to anyone else other than Emin?
A. Tke.
Q. And anyone else other than Emin and Tke?

A. No.
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Q. T think we've talked about your
conversatlon with Emin, but with regard to Ike,
when you expressed that it was an awful idea and a
terrible meeting, what can you recall from that
conversation?

A. Simply that it was a reguest from Mr. A.

He often referred -- in fact, almost always
referred to Aras RAgalarov as Mr. A.

Q. How long did that conversation last?

A. T have nc idea.

0. A little bit further down --

BY MS. SAWYER:

Q. And do you recall what his response was?

A. To?

Q. To you saying that it was a --

A. Awful and terrible. T don't know 1f T
used the exact same words to him, but that it was
a request from Mr. A.

Q. That was his response?

A. That was his response. It was a reguest
from Mr. A.

Q. And did he agree or disagree with vyou in
any way?

A. T don't think he himself gave an opinion.

Yeah, 1t was obvious to me from hils response.
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0. What was obvious?

A. That the request had come from his boss -
- I don't know how you do that word. His -- the
person that he works for.

Q. Right. But did wyou take that to mean he
didn't agree with it? Or he was Jjust expressing
no opinion on --

A. Expressing no oplnion on 1itT.

Q. And what did you explain to him? Did he
ask you why you thought it was a bad idea, a
terrible idea? An awful idea and a terrible
meeting.

AB. Yeah. I don't believe he did. I think
he Just ended it with, it's a request from Mr. A.

MS. SAWYER: Okay.

BY MR. PRIVOR:

Q. Near the bottom of that long paragraph,
you state, I don't even know for sure who These
Russilan people were, but hopefully ITke can answer
for them.

What did you have in mind when wyou
thought that Ike could answer for them?

A. That kecause he had coordinated the
meeting, the situation was always that I would ask

and hopefully get the meeting, and then Ike would



10

11

1.2

1.8

14

1.8

16

17

18

1.2

ZiE

2l

2

23

24

25

192

coordinate the meeting. That I had no idea,
outside of this Russian attorney, really who These
other two people were. I knew one was probably
the translator, from what I had been told. But T
gtill wasn't sure who this other person was. So
what T was saying was that Tke could probably
provide that information.

Q. You Just sald other than the Russian
attorney. Did you know anything about her before
the June 9th meeting took place?

A. No, but I knew she was at lesast a Russian
attorney, based on what had been said.

Q. Did you know anything about what type of
attorney she was, whether she worked for the
government or not, for instance?

A. No. T believed she did, based on my
email, but I didn't know that she did.

Q. The last line of thilis large paragraph
says Tthat you are not happy beling put in this
gituation with Federal attorneys investigating.
Who were the Federal attorneys that you had in
mind?

A. Well, T actually was referring to people
like Garten, Futerfas. T don't know 1f they were

Federal or not. It's Just a word. I wanted 1t to
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sound serious, so I put Federal attorneys. But T
was referring to now we have These people
investigating the meeting and goodness knows who
else.

So it's my way of saying this is really
serious.

Q. At the time you wrote this email in June
of 2017, were you aware That there were, in fact,
Federal investigations golng on both at Congress
and Robert Mueller on behalf of the Department of
Justice?

A. T don't know if, on this particular date,
I was aware of it. I mean, obviously I am aware
of it. I don't know when I became aware of that.

Q. We spoke earlier of the FBI having
possibly contacted your attorney. Were you aware
at this time that the FBI was lnvestligating?

A. I don't believe I was.

Q. Is 1t possible, when you refer to Federal
attorneys, that you are referring to actual
Federal Government lawyers?

A. T mean, 1t 1s possible, 1n very generic
and general terms. But I'm trying to say it's
important, pay attention.

Q. And that was your way of getting the
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attention of Emin? Is that right?

Fe H L
BY MS. SAWYER:

Q. A little earlier in that emailil, 1t says,
"They are concerned because it links Don Jr. to
officials from Russia -- which he has always
denied meeting.™

Who 1s the "they"?

A. The -- Garten, Futerfas.

Q. And had they said that to vyou? Had they
expressed that concern to you?

A. They had mentioned that, you know, had T
seen 1n the press, there had been some random
comment about had I seen reports about Russia and
something about not the meeting as such, but T
think they sald scomething about -- they definitely
sald something about Don and about Russia, vyes.

And my words 1in there, which 1s always
cerndled meeblng, I think s Just frem sbullt 1. had
seen 1in the press.

Q. Did they say to you that they were
concerned because 1t links Don Jr. to officilials
from Russia?

A. T don't recall. T really don't recall.

Q. Do you know 1f that's how they explalined
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to you why they were calling you, that they wanted
to ask you about the reports about Don Jr. and a
meeting with Russian officials?

A. I believe they called initially to Just
ask me about my participation in the meeting and
as the person who had sent an email that set it
up. In the course of that, I don't know if they
sald That specifically.

Q. AT what polint in time -- you sent this on
June 27th -- did you become aware that they were
concerned about the meeting for that reason?

A. Well, T had started to see a lot of press
reports about Russlia and Trump and all of that, so
csome of this may be a mixture of my supposition
again, mixed in with the fact.

Q. S0 at the time that you are considering
what statements to make about the meeting, vou are
aware that there is a concern that it links Don
Ji. e elflelals freom Russial

A. Potentially, yes.

Q. Did you keep that in mind when you were
making your statements?

A. My own statement?

0. Yes.

A. I wrote my statement as I belileved was
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Q. And you were aware that there had been
concern among the lawyers that represented Mr.
Trump that it links Don Jr. to officials from
Russia at that time?

A. Was I aware of that?

0. Yes.

A. I would have been aware of that.

BY MR. PRIVOR:

Q. Do you recall what prompted vyou to
prepare a statement initially?

A. Yes. I was being inundated with media

reguests. I also was overseas at the time, and

196

it

was very difficult to deal with. And I also work

in the media, so many of the people who were
calling me were people that I have, for many

vears, worked with. And 1t was proving very

difficult just to avolid them. A lot of my friends

were in the media, a lot of the people I was
friends with were in the media.

And this story was obviously becoming
very serious. I Tfelt T needed to prepare a
statement of my own and of my own writing that
told the truth the way I recalled it.

Q. Had you already spoken to the press
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before you prepared a statement?

A. I had. I was in Athens when I recelved a
call out of the blue from the Washington Post.

Q. What did you discuss with the Washington
Pogt?

A. They called me and said, I'm not sure if
you saw a report in the New York Times vyesterday -
- which I hadn't -- that there had been some leaks
of emalls from, I believe, Mr. Trump Jr. regarding
a meeting at Trump Tower. And she said, we have
reason to believe that you sent those emails. Did
you send those emails?

Q. What did you tell her?

B YeEg.

Q. Did you tell her that you were sending
the emailil on the behalf of someone else?

A. I believe, at that time, I Jjust said that
I sent the emails on behalf of a client, but I
don't believe I named the client at the time.

Q. Were you trying to hide the identity of
your c¢lient?

A. T was Ttrylng to protect the identity of
my ¢lient at that time, until I could find out
more about any of this. I had just got off a

crulse ship and had been on -- I mean, I hadn't
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been on land for 10 days, so I had no idea,
really, what was even golng on.

Q. What was 1t that you were trying to
protect? I mean, why were you Trying to withhold
the name of your client?

A. T was trying to, having just been told
this, T was Jjust trying to get some time to see
what it was. I hadn't read the New York Times. I
had no i1dea what she was talking about in the
report. So before T said anything about anybody,
I thought it would be prudent to perhaps just read
something first, investigate, see what I could
Timd eut.

Q. Did you reach out to Emin at that point,
to ask him i1f he wanted his name revealed?

A. I didn't reach out to ask him that, no.

Q. Did you have any discussion with him
about whether or not his identity should be
disclosed?

A. T did not. I told him I hadn't disclosed
his identity.

Q. Did you have any conversations with
either Mr. Garten or Mr. Futerfas about whether or
not you should disclose who originated the request

for the June 9th meaning?
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A. I don't believe =0, no.

Q. Did you have any conversations with
anyone from the Trump Organization regarding the
identity of the person who had originated the
reguest?

A. T don't believe so.

MR. PRIVOR: I'm going to show you our next
exhilblt, which ds Exhdbit 32. It lg a ome=pgage
document, SJC-KAV00127. This 1s an emall from you
to Emin Agalarov on July 9th, 2017, at 7:05 a.m.,
subject regarding statement. It is actually a
series of emails.

[Goldstone Exhibit 32 was marked for
Tdlentitieation . |
BY MR. PRIVOR:
Q. Take a moment to look that over, and
let me know 1f vyou recognize that document.

A. Yeah.

Q. Is this emall recounting your 1interaction
with the Washington Post reporter that you had
Just described?

By YESs

Q. You state here, about the middle of the
paragraph, I tried to assure her, which T think is

8 relerenee o the sepopker ==
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B. Yesg.

Q. —-= that I had been the one requesting Don
meet with her and would not comment on who
orliginated the request in Moscow.

Did the reporter push back to ask yvou who
the identity of the person who originated the
reguest was?

A. I bkbelieve she did ask 1if 1t was Emin
Agalarov.

Q. Do you recall what you responded?

A. T don't.

Q. But did vou disclose Emin's name at the
time?

B oL i met

Q. You state at the bottom of that paragraph
that the FBT may be investigating this meeting and
ask for further thoughts.

A. e

Q. How did you know the FBI may be
investigating?

A. Well, T think it says they also say FBRI
may be 1nvestigating, and I am talking previously
about Trump lawyers. So I assume, and I know 1it's
bad to assume, that in a conversation I had, based

on what I'm writing here, they must've said that
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to me.

Q. So the they in that --

A. Would be the Trump lawyers.

0. —-— refers to Mr. Garten and Mr. Futerfas?

A. Yes, 1t appears so, vyes.

Q. You state just before that, Trump lawyers
are also in a statement apparently saying the
reason for Tthe meeting was "misrepresented" by us
and that her agenda was Magnitsky Act and
adoption.

What's your understanding of why it was
misrepresented? Were you aware that the Trump
lawyers had 1ssued a statement suggesting that the
reason for the meeting was misrepresented?

A. Well, T believe I'm saying -- and again,
I'm writing this from a sort of phone 1n Greece at
the time -- that, apparently, they're saying the
reason was that the meeting was misrepresented by
us. So I don't really think I know at this stage
what they're saying, but I'm saying, apparently,
that's what they're saying.

Q. What gave you the 1mpression that they
had said it was misrepresented?

A. T believe T may have had a statement or

suggestion of a statement from them at that stage
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as to something that we could potentially put out.

Q. You alsc state -- I think this 1is a
further reference to their statement -- that her
agenda -- do vyou know who the "her™ 1s that 1is

referred to? Is that Ms. Veselnitskaya®?

A. Probably. But I will just look. One
second. Her agenda, vyes, Ms. Veselnitskavya.

Q. And so her agenda was Magnitsky Act and
adoption. Was that an accurate summation of what
you understood the meeting to be about?

A. So I understand it, you are asking me 1if
that's an accurate representation of what T feel
or what I understand the meeting I attended to be
about.

0. That's correct.

R: Yegs

Q. So you believe that's an accurate
description.

A. Of what it turned out to be about, yes.

Q. You suggest or ask the guestion here,
should we prepare a statement? Emin responds,
sure, let's prep a statement.

And then at the top of the page, you'wve
now provided, what about this as a statement?

You state, 1t should come from, I think,
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either Aras, vyou, or me, or maybe from Crocus
Group as a whole.

And then you have a statement, the
meeting that took place in June 2016 between Ms. X
and representatives of the Trump campaign was the
result of a personal request by us and in no way
connected with the Russian Government or any of
bes ol .

Was that statement an accurate summary of
what vou understood the meeting to be about?

A. Tt was an accurate representation of my
horror at that moment in time of having arrived on
dry land to be told by the Washington Post that
emails that I had sent referring to this had been
leaked.

Q. What was the horror that you referenced?

A. That I was beling bombarded by Journalists
asking about my connections with Russia and
meetings and Don Jr. and the Trumps and the
President. I found it quite anxiety-inducing and
quite disturbing.

Q. Apart from the anxiety-producing aspect
of it, was vyour statement that you suggested here,
was that an accurate representation of what wyou

understood had taken place at the June 9th
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meeting?

A. It was a personal request by us. Yes. I
believe it wasn't a request from the Russian
Government. It was a request from us. The
regquest had come from Emin to me.

MR. GAGE: T think the focus is on the
regquest, not the substance of the meeting itself.

MR. GOLDSTCNE: The request, ves.

BY MR. PRIVOR:

Q. That request, though, as you described it
in Exhibit 1, which you will recall is the
original email to Donald Trump Jr., you described
1t there as related to the Russian Government. So
what changed with this statement? Why are vou
describing it as just a personal request?

A. Because the request 1tself was a personal
request.

Q. Did you have any understanding at the
time, though, whether or not the Agalarovs were
seeking the request either on behalf of or at the
behest of the Russian Government?

A. I did not.

Q. And that's something you don't know one
way or the other? Is that right?

A. That 1s correct.
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Q. You don't have any personal knowledge of
whether the Agalarovs were, 1in fact, seeking a
meeting on behalf of the government?

A. That 1s correct.

BY MS. SAWYER:

Q. And why was that point the point that vou
decided to make in this statement, that it wasn't
a meetling connected with the Russian Government or
any of its officials? Why did you focus on that?

A. Because I was scared, because 1 didn't
understand all of the implications, but I knew
that this was very serious. And because I had sat
in that meeting and seen that thilis lady, to me,
wanted to discuss the Magnitsky ZAct and wanted to
talk about adoption, I felt that was something T
had to get across, that 1t was a personal reguest,
and 1t didn't appear to come from anything to do
with the Russian Government.

Q. That isn't exactly what your statement
gsays. It says very declaratively: in no way
connected with the Russian Government or any of
its officials.

A. Well, 1it's also not a statement T put
out. Tt's a suggestion. So it's kind of up for

discussion now as to what anybody wanted to do
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with it. But this is what I wanted to put.

I wanted to deflect the idea, having sat
in that meeting and heard what it was about, that
anybody would think, goling forward, that there was
some Russian Government involvement, becauss even
if there had been, it wasn't anything I had any
knowledge of.

Q. And by this time, vyou've had the
conversatlion with the Trump Organlization lawyers
where they have expressed to you a concern about
the meeting, because i1t links Don Jr. to meeting
with Russian officials?

B TSk
BY MR. PRIVOR:

Q. Let's have you turn your attention to
Exhibit 27. You will recall this is the email
that originated with you asking Alan Garten for
the statement that they put out on behalf of
Donald Trump Jr.

B YeEg.

Q. And you can see on Bates page 132, Donald
Trump Jr.'s statement 1s there on the bottom third
of the page.

Farlier, you had testified, and I'm not

certaln Lt%s with respeet to this exbidbit, T Just
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want to be clear, you had said that you didn't
adopt what hilis statement sald because you found 1t
ludicrous.

A. IT was a different statement.

Q. It was a different one. Okavy.

So let's talk about this one then. Were
you ever asked to comment on this particular
statement? You sald you hadn't seen 1t before.
Were vyou ever asked for any input on the
statement?

A. I was not.

Q. Were you ever consulted on any of the
details that are contained in this statement?

A. I was not.

Q. Okay. Let's go to the beginning of
Donald Trump Jr.'s statement, where he states, or
whoever wrote 1t states, I was asked Lo have a
meeting by an acqualntance I knew from the 2013
Miss Universe pageant.

Would that acquaintance be you? Is that
a reference to you?

A. T assume 1t's me. I mean, both myselfl
and Emin were both acgquaintances that he knew from
there, but in this instance, I assums it's me.

Q. Would you describe yourself as an
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acquaintance of Donald Trump Jr. or something
more?

A. Not more but at best an acguaintance.

0. At the end of this statement, it states,
my father knew nothing of the meeting or these
events.

Do wyou have any idea whether or not
Donald Trump Jr.'s father, who 1s now the
President, was ever made aware of the June 9th
meeting?

A. T don't know.

Q. Did you ever have any discussion with him
yourself about the June 9th meeting?

B oL i met

Q. Have you ever reached out to any
representative who can communicate for him, such
as Rhona Graff, about the June 9th meeting?

A. I believe not.

Q. In the middle of the page, you thanked
Alan Garten for sending this, and you refer to the
Washington Post call. And then you say, I did not
reveal who had requested the meeting or any other
details. Was there a reason that you did not want
to reveal who had reguested the meeting?

A. Can you Just repeat that last part of 1t
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again?

Q. Was there any reason that vyou did not
want to reveal who had requested the meeting or
any other detaills?

A. Yes. As I said, I wanted to protect my
client.

Q. Did anyone ask you to not reveal the
ldentity of your client?

A. No.

Q. Did anyone suggest to vou not to reveal
the identity of your client?

AL, No.

Q. So that was entlirely your declision?

B YeEg.

Q. I am going to have you take a look at --
BY MS. SAWYER:

Q. In that message, you say that when vyou
were contacted, the Washington Post had "incorrect
spln on 1t." What did that mean?

A. Tt means -- I don't know the specifics,

because I don't have the story in front of me, but

that they had detalls or facts or something -- T
mean, spin is just a word -- I'm sure you know the
word -- the angle or whatever they took on it that

I believed to be -- what do I say? I don't know,
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incorrect or not guite right.

Q. And do you recall what you felt was
incorrect about 1t?

A. T don't, unfortunately.

Q. And it doesn't actually sound like she
has a story. She said running with information
that T had set up the meeting and had incorrect
spln on 1t.

But vyou don't recall what her spin on
your setting up of the meeting was?

A. No, I don't.

Q. Could T have you take a look at Exhibit
Zir

A, Yes.

MR. PRIVOR: We will go off the record, when

she can come back in and take us off the record.

We are golng to go off the record. It 1is

| Fecegs Zad? pan. e 2150 @]
MR. PRIVOR: We are back on the record at
7150 STy
BY MR. PRIVOR:
Q. T would like you to take a look at
Exhibit 26, which T think wyou have in front of

you. I Just have a few guestions about this
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document.

So stlcking with the first page of the
document, Bates page 228, Mr. Davis had asked you
about the second Text box that refers to the
lawyers accepting we were Just acguaintances. And
you thought that that might have been --

A. Media, journalists. I see two boxes.
Q. Later, you say, but tell me the media is
keen to know who set up the meeting.

ITs that Emin writing to vyou?

AL, No.
Q. That is vou writing to Emin.

Ao Let me Jwust pead Bhlg. Yesg, LY the

game thing. It's -- we can use the word media or
Jjournalists, whichever fit. But it i1s that the
media —— let's Just use that -- accept we are

acquaintances, but tell me the media 1s also keen
to know who set up the meeting. That's not going
away 1s what I'm trying to tell him.

Q. So you have media in the second instance

A. Yeah.
Q. —-—- where you sgald lawyers --
A. So this should be journalists then. So

the Journalists accepted we are just
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acquaintances, awesome —-- but they tell me the
media 1s also keen to know who set up the meeting.
My meaning there is it's not going away.
They want to know who set up the meeting.

Q. Okay. 8o you are certain that the first
instance where vyou said lawyers, vou meant media
or Jjournalists.

A. Yes, because at that stage, there weren't
any other lawyers.

Q. Do you know what the date is of this? Or
do wyvou have a best guess of when this was sent?

A. Yes, best guess would be, you know, I was
called July 9th == s heold en a seec. LY Jduly 9
or 10, but I am 8 hours ahesad in Athens, =so 1
would say it is probably July 10.

Q. Let's skip ahead two pages to Bates page
230, the middle of the page: They all asked about
you.

Is that "they" a reference to the
Journalists again?

A, T'11 just look. Yes, "they" 15 media.

Q. But I have sald request was from me.

A. Yes.

Q. Meaning vou were trying not to disclose

your client's name agaln?
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B. Yesg.

Q. Is that right?

. Yegx

Q. The very next box: Let's see 1f that
holds.

What did wyou mean by that?

B Letls see 4.f =~ leths =ee 4.f that boldas
or 1f they end up finding out that it was you and,
therefore —-- without me even telling them.

Q. Why were you so intent on making that
hold?

A. T was guite protective of my clients.
And until I was really —-- until I felt I was
really pushed with no alternative, I didn't want
him to go through the same hateful media barrage
that T was goling through. T was buyling some time,
perhaps, for him.

Q. The next Lext box, you state that the
Post sald that the FBI i1s investigating, which
we've discussed. You say why this meeting was
asked and 1f Duma was involved.

A, Yep.

Q. Did you have any knowledge as to whether
or not the Duma was involwved?

A. I had no knowledge of that, no.
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Q. Let's have you turn --
BY MsS. SAWYER:

Q. Just before we leave that page, the
bottom text: I hope thilis favor was worth 1t for
yvour dad -- 1t could blow up.

A. Yeah.

0. Was that the end of that text?

A. I don't know. I was Jjust looking to see
if there was another little bit, but there doesn't
appear to be, so I will say vyes.

Q. Do you know if Emin responded?

A. If he did, we don't have it. But, I
mean, we provided what was there, so I don't know.

Q. Do you know 1f you ever had a
conversation with him or anyone else about that
polnt you were making, this could blow up for Aras
Agalarov?

A. Well, Just to put in context, what I was
sayling about it could blow up, I was meaning it
could blow up meaning that both you and your
father will actually be named. That is where T
was trying to go with that.

0. In the media?

A. In the media. Well, and actually,

outside of the medlia as well. I mean, prior to
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that, T say the FBI, vyou know, the Washington Post
says The FBI is investigating. It could blow up,
you know, 1f the FBI i1s investigating. And it has
blown up. So that 1s what I was trying to say.

Q. So 1t could have legal implications for
them?

A. T was saying -- no. I was saying it
could blow up, meaning you may be named and, by
default, vyour father.

Q. IT'11 have you turn to page 232. Mr.
Davis had plavyed an audio clip --

A. Yeah.

Q. —-- related to that page.

And in the audio c¢lip, Emin had referred
to a strategy in the audio. Did I hear that
correctly?

A. I think he talks about a statement or
something. I don't know. Could we hear 1t again,
perhaps?

MR. PRIVOR: Are we able to replay that
again?

[Beglin audio recording.]

MR. EMIN AGATAROV: Rob, I understand your
frustration and in no way I'm trying to downsize

what's happening. But as you know, as the meeting



10

11

1.2

1.8

14

1.8

16

17

18

1.2

ZiE

2l

2

23

24

25

216

happened through Tke and my dad, I was not
involved, and I was also agalnst all
possibilities. The same way right now, any
comments should go through them. Just figure out
with Tke what the strategy should be. I don't
mind yvou commenting anything. And there's no
problem from my side, as you understand.

[End audlo recording.]

MR. GOLDSTCNE: I understand.

BY MR. PRIVOR:

0. So it sounds like --

A. T did --

Q. It sounds like Emin referred to speakling
to Tke to determine what the strategy is.

. Yegx

Q. Do you have an understanding of what he
meant by the strategy?

A. T took it to mean the strategy of the
statement, when i1t should be put out, 1f 1t should
be put out, what should be put out.

Q. Did the strategy have anything to do with
whether or not, for instance, to i1dentify who vyour
client was, who had reguested the meeting?

A. I don't know what he meant, but I took it

to be khose khiree Ehilngs 1. TjJuskt shated.
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Q. May I have you turn to page --
BY MsS. SAWYER:

Q. So did you understand him to be
encouraging you to coordinate your statement with
Mr. Kaveladze?

A. No, I understood him to be saying that,
in his words, as the meeting was coordinated by
Aras and ITIke Kaveladze, that they should decilide
whether a statement should be put out and, hence,
the strategy, what should be done with it, not me
and not Emin.

Q. Okay. And so yvou understood the
coordinate as to what the strategy 1s Jjust to be
referring to the putting out of a statement?

A. Yes, and 1f there should be one, when
there should be one, who drafts it.

Q. Did anyone ever ask you to speak with Mr.
Kaveladze To make sure that you understood what he
was sayling about the meeting?

A. No.

Q. Did anyone ever ask you to speak with
anybody at all to find out what thelr version of
the meeting was?

A. They did not.

BY MR. PRIVOR:
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Q. May I have you turn your attention to
Bates page 2367 Youw gtabe: I, mysell, wlill be
putting out the following statement shortly.

A, Yep.

Q. My ideal statement would be: I was asked
by my c¢lient in Moscow, Emin Agalarov, to reguest
a meeting between Russian attorney and Donald
Trump Jr.

In this instance, your 1deal statement 1is
to identify vyour client. What changed?

A. It became crazier and crazier, and
everybody was asking me, the media, is vour client
Emin Agalarov?

Now, again, maybe I don't need to offer
this, but I will, I only had one client at that
stage, so 1t wouldn't take a genius.

Q. Did you view your client excluslively as
Emin or did 1t also include Aras?

B Emim .

Q. Exclusively?

A. Exclusively.

Q. The next sentence states: The lawyer had
apparently stated she had some interesting
information regarding funding to the DNC from

Russila, which the Trump team might find
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interesting.
You also consldered this to be part of
your ideal statement?

A. T did.

Q. So you felt 1t was important to disclose
the part about -- you describe it as interesting
information. Before you had described it as
damaging information.

Why the change of description?

A. Because having been in the meeting, I
realized that maybe some of the language that T
used in order to get the meeting didn't actually
match up to it, so I chose to use the word
interesting information.

Q. But this morning when you testified, you
sald what prompted the meeting was the potential
of damaging information.

A. Yes, for sure.

Q. So the lawyer stated she had some -- you
describe it here as interesting information,
whereas this morning you testified that your
understanding was Tthe lawyer was offering damaging
information.

A. Okay. 8So I think -- maybe I'm saying it

two different ways or maybe 1t is belng understood
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-— what you're asking me now is I'm saying what my
ideal statement would be, and my ideal statement
is that I would use the words interesting
information. That's my ldeal statement on July
whatever day it is.

What T was told in the initial request,
that it was damaging information. I just didn't
believe that my ldeal statement should include the
word damaging.

Q. If you skip ahead two more pages to 238 -

A. Yes.
Q. —-- you can see agaln you stated what your
ideal statement would be. You can see the first

sentence matches the same as Bates page 236 --
A. Yeah.
Q. —-—- where you have i1dentified Emin
Agalarov as your client.

The part about what the lawyer stated
about interesting information is no longer part of
your "ideal statement." Why is that?

A. Well, T just need to Just confirm whether
this is —-- can I just read through this?
Q. Yes, please. Take your time.

A. Beo althowvgh 4& deesn't clasilty ik, L



10

11

1.2

1.8

14

1.8

16

17

18

1.2

ZiE

2l

2

23

24

25

221

believe that this is Emin's ideal statement, and
that's why 1t 1g slightly different to mine. And
T believe we also provided an audioc file in which
he says, I believe you're giving a little too much
information that vyou don't need to, and I would do
it as this.

So I believe that having sent my ideal
statement, Emin now responds with what his ideal
statement would be.

Q. Okay, so 1f IT'm understanding vyou

correctly -- T just want to make sure --
B Yeg.
G == khe record is elear. The deseriptlon

that is on Bates page 236, those are vyour words?

A. They are, indeed.

Q. And when we turn to 238, this is now
FEmin's version of your ideal statement.

A. Which 1s slightly toned down.

Q. Okay, so 1t 1s Emin who has removed the
part about what the lawyer had stated about having
some "interesting information.™

By YESs

Q. Okay.

BY MS. SAWYER:

Q. And in your 1deal statement, you
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mentioned the DNC, but you say nothing about
Hillary Clinton. Why was that?

A. Because I had since -- I had since been
in that meeting, and there was nothing about
Hillary Clinton.

Q. So when vou say the lawyer had apparently
stated ==

Fe H L

Q. —— you are talking about during the
meeting? Or when are you talking about?

A. T will just look again. I'm talking
about at the beginning. I've removed Hillary's
name from there.

I mean Hillary Clinton. It's not like
she's my friend, calling her Hillary.
But T removed her name from there.
Q. On page Z236.

A. On page 236, yes.

0. You removed 1t. Was 1t in there at some
point?

A. No, no. I mean, I remove it when 1
suggest my 1deal statement. I remove her name.

Q. And T think you mentioned this earlier.
Her name never came up during that meeting?

A. No, her name, I believe, did come up
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during that meeting, but in a very generic way,
not in a way that seemed to relate in any way to
what had been stated to me by Emin.
I will make that easy to understand.
They talked about donations to the DNC
and support for its candidate, Hillary Clinton.
That is the time her name came up that I heard
during the meeting. So 1T was as an almost as a,
would you call it an attachment? It was almost as
a, and its candidate, Hillary Clinton.
MS. SAWYER: Okay.
BY MR. PRIVOR:
Q. So focusing you back on Bates page 238.
B YeEg.

Q. We are just continuing with the

statement.
A. Yes.
0. The next sentence is: I reached out to

Donald Trump Jr., and he agreed to sgueeze us 1into
a very tight schedule.
Why did you describe it as a very tight
schedule?
A. Again, with respect, I believe this is
EFmin suggesting to me what he would change this

.
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Q. Okay. And if we look at 236,
unfortunately, we have the start of That sentence.
We don't know if there 15 a remark about the wvery
tight schedule.

A. Oh, it looks like he had agreed to --

yes, it looks like T also wrote that. So -- wait.
I'm sorry, so what are you -- what was your
Grieis Bl O

Q. Why are you describing 1t as a very Ttight
schedule?

A. Oh, because on the way out, Don said,
don't worry, we have hundreds of meetings. And,
you know, I assumed at the time that was, 1in the
campalign and everything that was going on, 1t was
a very tight schedule.

Q. When you 1nitially set up the meeting --

A. Yes.

Q. —-- golng back teo June 3rd of 2016, which
g Eeehildeild 1, LE your oeed ko pelerence 4.5, youwre
initial exchange with Donald Trump Jr. proposed a
meeting at 4 p.m. Do you recall that? Why don't
we take a look at Exhibit 17

A. Yes, can we?

MR. GAGE: Give us a second to reorganize.

MEKk. PRIVOR: sSure.
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If vou look at Exhibit 4 --

MR. GOLDSTCONE: I found 4.

MR. PRIVOR: I think what we're going to do
is we're golng to mark a new exhiblt that shows
the full chain. TIt's across multiple exhibits.

MR. GOLDSTCNE: T have it anyway, so.

MR. PRIVOR: I am going to show you Exhibit
33. Ckay, here you go.

Exhibit 33 1s Bates DJTFPO0011895 through
897. You will note, for the record, that this is
a sort of a collection of wvarious email exchanges
between you and Donald Trump Jr.
[Goldstone Exhibit 33 was marked for
Tdlentitieation . |
BY MR. PRIVOR:

Q. And you had initially proposed that the
meeting would take place at 3 p.m.

A. Well, 1f by dnitially you mean my initial
emall, I didn't propose anything in terms of the
T

Q. I'm sorry. It's Donald Trump Jr. that
proposes. So 1T vou look at the second page of
that exhibit at 11896, about a guarter of the way
down, you can see, on June 7th, 2016, at 5:16

p.m., Donald Trump Jr. proposes 3 o'clock at our
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el .

B. Yep.

Q. I appreciate your help setting it up.

And then on page 11895, the first page of
the exhibit, now on Wednesday, June 8th, vou'wve
informed Mr. Trump that there is a conflict. The
Russian attorney is in court until 3 and asks if
you can move 1t until 4.

A, Mm-hmm.

Q. And then Mr. Trump responds on June 8th,
at 11:15: Yes, Rob. T could do that, unless they
wanted to do 3 today instead. Just let me know,
and I'll lock 1t in either way.

AL, Mm-hmm.

Q. So 1t sounds like, reading this email,
Donald Trump Jr. is offering to do 1t at another
time, 4 o'clock instead of 3 o'clock, or he is
even willing to do it a different day altogether.

A, Mm-hmm.

Q. Was that your understanding of it being a
tight schedule?

A. Yes, and that the meeting would be fairly
cshort, which it was. And that we were —-- I always
got the impression that we would be sqgueezed in,

in some way.
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Q. Okay. So notwithstanding his flexibility
in when he could do 1t, your understanding of 1t
being a tight schedule is that it would be a short
meetling?

A. And that it would be slipped into
whatever else they had going on.

Q. And how did he communicate to you that it
was golng to be a short meeting?

A. He didn't.

Q. So what gave you that impression?

A. That -- I suppose logic that, if wyou just
look at when 1t was we asked for this and the time
of it and the time frame, I believed that we were
being sgueezed in.

I'm not saying that's correct. I'm just
saying I believed that we were being sgueezed 1n.
When we asked, whether 1t was 3 or 4, we would
probably be a very short meeting, sgueezed between
other meetlngs.

Q. So that was just your own inference.

A. Tt was my own inference.

Q. It wasn't based on anything that --

AL, No
Q. —-- someone else that said to you?
A. No
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Q. Continuing with our Exhibit 26, which is
the Text messages, the next sentence, The Russian
attorney presented a few general remarks about
campalgn funding and gulckly turned the Ttoplic to
the Magnitsky Act and adoption, which carries over
to the next page on 239.

B A S

Q. Adoption of Russian children, at which
polnt the meeting was halted by Don Jr. and we
left. MNothing came of that meeting, and there was
no follow-up between the parties.

In fact, there was some follow-up. Is
that right? Was there an effort to arrange a
meeting in November 20167

MR. GAGE: Well, two different questions, I
have to say. Tt's the definition of follow-up,
but go ahead.

MR. PRIVOR: Okay.

BY MR. PRIVOR:

Q. Well, give me your understanding of
whether or not there was follow-up.

A. Well, to me, there was no follow-up
between the parties, because the only follow-up
was Ike Kaveladze asking me on behalf of Aras to

set up another meeting.
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Q. Okay, and as I think you testified
earlier Ttoday, you don't consider That to be
follow-up?

A. T don't. Again, I may not be correct,
but I don't consider it like that, betwesen the
parties. I do consider it to be follow-up, but
from Ike or Emin or Aras, not from these Russians,
which 1s what I interpreted 1T as.

Q. Let's take a lock at Exhibit 29. Okay,
g0 in Exhibit 29, the sort of bottom third of the
first page of that exhibit at Bates page 144,
you're making the statement: 1in hope of
clarliying and ecorrectilng mlisconcepblons.

Do you see where I am?

A. Yes, I do.

Q. Two more paragraphs down, you said, T,
therefore, used the strongest hyperbolic language
in order to secure this request from Donald Trump
Jr. based on the bare facts I was glven.

What did you mean by hyperbolic language?

A. That T had puffed it and used some
keywords that I thought would attract Don Jr.'s
attention.

Q. And in your colloguy with Mr. Davis

earlier, I think he referred to 1t as sort of the
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work of a publicist.

A. I mean, publicist puff 1s how they get
meetings.

Q. What were the bare facts that you had in
mind from which you drew vyour hyperbolic language?

A. The conversation T had with Emin that
morning.

Q. Did you have any concern that, by using
hyperbolic language, as you did, you would damage
your reputation if you couldn't deliver on what
was in that initial email reguesting the meeting?

A. No. No.

Q. Your email, which is in Exhibit 1, refers
o prosmiddag daerimiaablag daharmablett. Dl e
think that Donald Trump Jr. would be disappointed
if you didn't deliver on that promise of
information?

A. I didn't think it at the fTime I wrote the
ermast.l .

Q. And you also referred to Russian
Government support. Was that part of what was
hyperbollic about your statement?

A. Yes. It was using a little artistic
license.

Q. And you referred to high-level, sensitive
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information. Was that also what you consider to
be hyperbolic?

A. No. I considered that, i1if somebody is
telling me they have damaging information about
gsomeone who 1is a presidential candidate and the
DNC, which kind of operates that presidential
candidate and a lot more besides, that, to me, is
highly sensitive and conflidential, whatever 1T 1is.

Q. And did you have any concern that any of
those descriptions would cause grief for vyou if
you couldn't deliver on what was described in that
hyperbolic email?

A. I did not when I sent it, no.

Q. A couple paragraphs down, vou refer to
the Crown prosecutor. And you explain here that
vou are using this language from your U.K.
background, in which vyou refer to all former or
current Federal prosecutors as Crown prosecutors.

A, Mm-hmm.

Q. How did vyou know that Ms. Veselnitskaya
was a Federal prosecutor?

A. Emin had sald that she was a prosecutor.

I didn't know she was Federal, but I had been
told she was well-connected. And as I =aid, 1

made that glib remark, well, she's not connected
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to the power grid, so what's she connected to?

And still, T didn't get an answer, so I
took that to mean she was probably connected to
the government.

T grew up in England, and when I studied
Jjournalism, we had to study a piece of law, a very
small piece, but we were taught that all the
eqgqulvalents of Federal prosecutors 1n thils country
were Crown prosecutors. I've always called them
Crown. Russia hasn't had a crown since 1917.

Q. So your understanding from the outset was
that she was some sort of Federal prosecutor?

A. That was my understanding, former or
crrrkent .

Q. Okay. And let's go to the next
paragraph. The other important fact T wish to
make very clear 1s when I refer to Russian support
for Mr. Trump, and the support of Emin and his
father, Aras, this was based on having spent time
with Mr. Trump and then during the Miss Universe
in Moscow.

That phrasing, "And then during the Miss
Universe," suggests that vyou knew Mr. Trump before
then. What was the time that you had spent with

Mr. Trump before then?
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A. Tt's, T mean, it's just a badly written
emall, but 1t's spent time with Mr. Trump during
Miss Universe in Moscow.

Q. Okay. So the first time you had met Mr.
Trump was in connection with the Miss Universe
pageant?

A. T had met him on two previous occasions
in a professlional capaclity regarding a couple
clients of mine. As I mentioned before, I
represent the Friars Club, and T handled their
roasts, and Mr. Trump had attended some of those
as a guest. And I had organized the red carpet
for those, so I had met him at a couple of those.

And I also had, in 2010, I believe, had a
client who was in the Celebrity Apprentice. And
during one of her many breakdowns, T had gone and
I had seen Mr. Trump with her there.

But the first time I met him properly was
in connectlon with the Miss Unlverse contest.

Q. You had testified earlier today about
your time in Russia and having seen high-level
business officials who interacted with or had
expressed support for Mr. Trump. Do you recall
who those high-level business officials were?

A. Specifically, the dmstanee I was balkling
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about was during the time Mr. Trump was in Moscow
for Miss Universe, and Aras Agalarov had organized
a kind of welcome meet and greet for some high-
level business officlals.

The only name I recall is Herman Gref,
who was the chairman, maybe still is, the chairman
of Sberbank in Russia.

And there were about 20, maybe 2b, people
at Nobu in Moscow. Emin is a co-owner of Nobu, so
it was held there. And I witnessed firsthand
their adoration of him.

Q. Were you at that dinner at Nobu for the
duration, the whole dinner?

A. Yes. It wasn't a dinner, but it was a --
it was kind of like a meet and greet, ask some
Jquestions, shake hands, photo, leave.

Q. Did you interact with Mr. Trump at that
Nobu event?

A. Other than Emin and I greeted him -- so
it was the day Mr. Trump had arrived in Russia for
the Miss Universe pageant. Because he had to
delay his arrival by a day, he came stralight from
the airport. And so the first time Emin and T
interacted with him there was at the entrance to

Nobu. It was simply a hello, welcome, nice to see
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Yyou.

Q. Other than Mr. Gref, are there any other
high-level business officials that you can recall
who were at tThat event?

A. There were, but I don't recall who they
were.

Q. And when you earlier had testified about
Ehe high=level businegs ebldedals;, de bhilg the
grouplng that you had in mind?

A. This is the grouping I had in mind.

Q. Was there any other event vyou had in mind
that referred to high-level business officials?

A. No, although many of Emin and Aras'
friends and colleagues who I had met at various
family events or concerts also had said, oh,
yvou're American, Mr. Trump, vyou know, I hope he
does well.

And they were also high-level business
people. And agaln, I don't know who they are
either. But I was referring to a combination of
both of those.

Q. Okay. So these are people at the Nobu
event as well as persons --

B Yeg.

Q. —-- who were friendly with the Agalarovs?
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B. Yesg.

Q. Anyone else That you have in mind?

A, No.

Q. Was there ever any other time that vyou
discussed the Magnitsky Act with anybody in the
Trump Organization?

AL No.

Q. Or anyone from The Trump campalgn?

A. No.

Q. How about the topic of U.S. sanctions
against Russia? Have you ever discussed that
topic with anybody in the Trump Organization?

A. Not that I recall, no.

Q. How about with the Trump campaign?

A. Not that T recall.

MS. SAWYER: Just a couple.

BY MS. SAWYER:

0. At the event that was at Nobu -—--

B TSk
Q. —-—- were there any discussions of possible
business -- doing business in Russia, the

possiblility of doing business?
A. Between anybody or specifically with Mr.
Trump, I assume?

Q. Well, let's start with Mr. Trump.
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A. There -- T can't remember when the
subject of the Trump Tower Moscow came up. It may
have been -- it may have been during that, because

it was another of these very like spur-of-the-
moment things when Emin said, you know, should we
do a Trump Moscow?

But I think it may have been. I think
Mr. Trump may have even mentloned that he was
doing a Trump Moscow even before there were plans
to do a Trump Moscow with Emin.

So, ves, that was discussed. Not
discussed. That was talked about.

Outside of that, no, I didn't hear any
other business discussions at all.

Q. Okay. And when you say 1t was talked
about, what was =said? Who said 1t?

A. I believe he did, Mr. Trump, may have
told elither the crowd or some Jjournalists after
that they were planning to do a Trump Moscow
together with the Agalarovs.

Q. Was there any discussion other than Mr.
Trump telling elither the crowd or Jjournalists that
he intended to do a Trump Tower?

A. Not while I was there, no. Any

discussion of business or any discussion of Trump
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Tower, no to both of those.

@. Teo both.

A. While I was there.

Q. Okay. And was there any conversatlion
about business with anyone else from the Trump
Organization?

A. There was not, no.

Q. So that was the only conversation you
heard about the possibility of business involving
the Trump Organization in Russia®?

A. At Nobu, vyes.

0. Was there a discussion abkout the
possibility of the Trump Organilizatlion dolng
business in Russia at any other time?

A. Not that T heard about doing anything
specific, no. T heard a press conference that he
gave there. I heard two press conferences. And
he talked about them having a great economy, how
he admired President Putin, and how he hoped to do
business. But it was through -- he always
referred it back to let's hope we have a Trump
Tower. He talked to Journalists about 1t.

And as I say, he ran with that before
there even was a plan to have a Trump Tower. It

was Just an ldea in Emin's head, at that stage.
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Q. And those press conferences, that was Mr.
Trump Sr.?

A. Mr. Trump Sr. Most of them were Mr.
Trump Sr., Aras Agalarov, Emin Agalarov.

Q. And those were all during the Miss
Universe pageant?

A. Yes, they were.

Q. Just taking you back Tto That Exhibit 29,

Lhiat —=

A. Yes.

Q. —-- you talked about with my colleague, I
know we have asked you a lot of guestions. I Jjust

want to have you explain.

When you say there —-- vyou wrote the
statement "based on the bare facts I was given,"
exactly what were the bare facts that you were
glven®

A. So, to the best of my recollection, when

I spoke Tto Emin, he sald to me: I would like you
to set up a meeting. A Russian attorney met with
my —— a well-connected Russian attorney met with

my dad in his office, and she appears to have or
seems to have damaging information on the
Democrats and its candidate, Hillary Clinton. And

L Ehink it ecould be uselful te the Trumps.
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He talked about the Trumps rather than
the campaign.

And he would like us to get a meeting.

To me, that was it. That's when I
started pushing for more information.

But those would be the bare facts:
attorney, damaging information, Democrats, Hillary
LAt

Q. And when you say you started pushing,
what vyou exactly did you push for information on?

A. T said, well, who i1s this person? Tell
me. He said a Russian attorney. I =aid, well,
I'm probably going to be asked guestions about
that. Well-connected.

Again, I don't say for third time, but I
say, well-connected to what, the power grid? And
Emin said, well-connected.

He and I had a kind of shorthand. I knew
when it was -- I could push all day and I wasn't
going to get an answer, so I stopped pushing on
that one.

And then I sald, and this damaging
information? You know, I can't Just send an email
that says damaging. What is it? Doesn't matter.

All vou need to do 1s get the meeting. TIke will
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coordinate. You don't even have to attend. You
Just need to gel the meeClng.

Q. So that's all he would tell vyou about the
damaging information.

A. Yes.

0. Was there no mention of documents?

A. No, despite what I say in my email.

MS. CLAFLIN: One guick guestion.

BY MS. CLAFLIN:

0. We have seen a number of emalils between
yvou and Rhona Graff.

B Yeg.

Q. How did you come to be the go-between
between the Agalarovs and Rhona? Why didn't Emin
reach out himself or Mr. Agalarov?

A. T would like to answer that 1n two ways.

I —— I -- because I had been with Emin
when we came up with the idea for Miss Universe
happening in Moscow, he had nominated that I be
the point person in the U.S. on the creative side
to interact with the Miss Universe Organization
and with anything as 1t related to Trump as a co-
owner of it, Donald Trump. And Ike Kaveladze
would deal with the business and finance side of

it, and work closer with Aras Agalarov.
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So because of that, T had many

interactions with Rhona Graff, on especially

Trump's visit to Moscow and, in fact, the

Agalarovs' visit

was signed.

there?

It was,

to Las Vegas where the contract

yvou know, what time will he be

What time will he leave?

It was logistical a lot. I alsc had

become guite friendly with her, so I would always

-— vyou know,

like to

And the

that kind of thing.

second thing that I really would

answer, many press have speculated that,

well, why would I, why wouldn't Aras plck up the

phone?

pick up

Because he's a billionaire, and they don't

phones.

And the reason people like me

have Jjobs 1s because IT'm the middle man. So 1f

somebody says no To a request, they're not saying

no te th

Q.

2. And

that's the reason why.

So 1n your understanding, do you know 1f

there were any instances in which either Aras or

EFmin called directly or emailed directly, not

golng through you?

A.

to ke th

M.

I don't

e Ccase.

SAWYER:

know that, but I bhelieve it not

And then Just one housekeeplng
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matter. Are there any other responsive documents,
communications, materials, that have not been
provided in response to our reguests?

MR. GAGE: You're asking me? We have done a
thorough search. I mean, we can -- we've done a
very thorough search.

M3. SAWYER: Okay.

MR. GAGE: We've glven you what we've got,
including those audio files, for example.

M3. SAWYER: Okay. And if wyou could, again,
Just see -- I mean, we did get a number of
communications between Mr. Kaveladze. Please do
check agalin for the message that he believes was
sent during the meeting on June 9th, and any
others.

And 1if you could also do the favor --
it's sometimes just hard, we understand, and we
apprecliate you getting the documents to us. It's
hard to see where the dates -- and to make sure we
have the full messages for those texts.

If yvou could get us that information,
that would be helpful.

MR. GAGE: We will check again, and we will
do our best.

Ms. SAWYER: Okay.
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MR. PRIVOR: We appreciate your time.

MR. GAGE: And you should feel free to be 1n

touch.

MS. SAWYER: Yes.

MR. PRIVOR: We appreciate your time today.
We are going off the record at 3:25 -- back on

the record.

MR. FOSTER: I Just have a couple guestlons.

MR. PRIVOR: Mr. Foster 1s golng to take
over Jquestioning.

BY MR. FO3TER:

Q. So i1if you can turn your attention to
Exhibit 26 again, I will pick up where my
colleague Heather left off here.

T am unclear. Is it possible for vyou to
go kack and get the date of the messages on this
page?

A. Is 1t possible?

Q. Can you check your phone and get the date
off your phone?

A. Yes. I mean, I have checked my phone and
apparently when I screenshotted 1t, there was no
date, but I will check to s=e 1f there is a method
of getting the date, ves.

Q. If you still have that information, vyou
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can go get the date and have your lawyer
communlicate 1t Lo us.

A. Yes, I will send you whatever I have on
the phone, absolutely.

Q. Thank vyou.

So again, turning your attention to the
first page of that exhibit, you say to Emin: I
made sure Lo keep you and your father out of this
story, and they just used my word acgualintance.
The lawyers accepted we were just acquaintances.

So who is the "we" in the we were Jjust
acguaintances?

A. Myself and Don Jr., because 1it's not
lawyers. As I was saying, I believe 1t's an error
in writing. TIt's journalists accept that we were
the acguaintances, when Don I think had even said
an acgualintance sent him the email.

I'm saying there they accept that we are
acgualntances.

Q. Right. And in the previous message, you
said, they Jjust used my word "acquaintance."

A. Right.

Q. And vyou put that in guotes.

B Yeg.

Q. So why were you anxlious Tto characterize
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your relationship with Don Jr. as just
acgualntances, as opposed To something else?

A. T don't know. I don't know.

Q. And Just so I understand your Ttestimony
about the next text in reference to lawyers, are
you saying that you were not having communications
with Don Jr.'s lawyers around this time, that this
wasn't a reference to your trying to convince Don
Jr.'s lawyers that you and Don Jr. were Just
acquaintances?

A. T believe I never had that conversation
with his lawyers, no.

Q. Are you and Don Jr. more than Jjust
acquaintances?

A. No. As I say, at best, we are
acqualintances. Based on the number of
interactions we have ever had, we are, at best,
acqualntances.

MR. FOSTER: I don't have anything else.
Thanks.

BY MS. SAWYER:

Q. Well, Just to follow up on that, Emin
responds to you and says awesome.

Why would that be awesome for him to have

you portray your relatlonship with the Trumps as
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Just acquaintances?

A. I don't know. I mean, 1t's his word. i
don't know.

Q. And you didn't ask him?

A. Apparently not.
BY MR. FO3STER:

Q. Do you have any financial relationship
with the Trumps or with Don Jr.?

A. Financial relationships, no.

Q. He has never paid you?

A. Don Jr., no.

Q. You never paid him?

A. No.

MR. PRIVOR: Thank vyou for your time today.

We will go off the record. It is 3:30.
[Whereupon, the proceedings were adjourned

at 3:30 p.m. ]
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