
March 16, 2024

The Honorable Richard J. Durbin The Honorable Lindsey Graham

Chai rman Ranking M e m b e r

Committee on the Judiciary Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate United States Senate

711 Hart Senate Office Building 211 Russell Senate Office Building

Wash ing ton , D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Re: Nancy L. Maldonado, nominee for United States Cour t o f Appeals for the Seventh Circuit

Dear Senate Judiciary Commit tee members,

It is my hono r and privi lege t o provide in format ion relat ing t o the nomina t ion o f Uni ted States Distr ict Cour t

Judge Nancy Ma ldonado o f the Northern Distr ict of Il l inois to serve as circuit judge o f the United States Cour t o f

Appeals f o r the Seventh Circuit.

| am a peace off icer in the state o f Ill inois wi th over 25 years o f law enforcement experience. | had the

pleasure o f work ing closely w i t h Judge Maldonado when she served as a member o f the Ill inois State Police Mer i t

Board f rom 2019 to 2022. As members o f a team tasked wi th reviewing the background investigations o f appl icants

in terested in a l aw enforcement career, we met to examine documenta t ion and subsequent ly conducted interv iews

t o assess each candidate?s suitabi l i ty for progressing t o the next phase in the hir ing process. Dur ing o u r interact ions,

Judge Ma ldonado was always very respectful o f my v iewpo in ts and pleasant to be around. She mainta ined a steady

demeanor, regardless o f the long hours worked, wh i le carrying herself w i t h the perfect balance o f conf idence,

pat ience, humil i ty, and grace. Furthermore, | observed a plethora o f various o t h e r at t r ibutes including honesty,

impart ia l i ty , intel l igence, and rationali ty, as wel l as a deep appreciat ion f o r the need to mainta in high professional

and ethical standards.

Judge Maldonado displayed a consummate professionalism that impressed me f rom the f i rst day we m e t

and th roughou t our t ime work ing together. She was insightful and fair in her assessment and t r e a t m e n t o f others,

a n d main ta ined a composed demeanor dur ing every meeting, background review and appl icant interv iew. Her

approach t o the background review process was thorough and h e r c o m m i t m e n t t o making the r ight

recommenda t ion based on the tota l i ty o f the available informat ion was evident. Ms. Ma ldonado recognized gaps

in in format ion and easily transi t ioned to more prob ing fo l low-up quest ions as necessary, wh i le preserv ing the

candidate?s dignity. She is a great example o f someone who respects others? points o f v iew and weighs all sides in

o rde r t o come t o a fair and equi table conclusion.

There is no d o u b t in m y mind t h a t Judge Ma ldonado is a person o f the highest integr i ty and character w i t h

an even temperamen t , posit ive at t i tude, and a passion for serving just ice. We need more posit ive leaders in th is

w o r l d who possess the character, courage, and gr i t to serve w i t h in tegr i ty wh i le making fair and impart ial

de terminat ions , and Judge Ma ldonado is such a person. Her many outstanding personal and professional qual i t ies

which make her an extraord inary human being, wil l also make her an except ional Circuit Judge, and | st rongly

suppor t her nominat ion . Thank you f o r your considerat ion.

Sincerely,

1
Isaiah Vega


