
July 26, 2024 

 

The Honorable Richard Durbin 

Chairman 

Committee on the Judiciary 

United States Senate 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

 

The Honorable Lindsey Graham 

Ranking Member 

Committee on the Judiciary 

United States Senate 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

Dear Chairman Durbin and Ranking Member Graham, 

We are members of the greater Philadelphia legal community who write to you in strong and 

enthusiastic support of Gail A. Weilheimer’s nomination to the United States District Court for the 

Eastern District of Pennsylvania. Judge Weilheimer’s extensive legal experience, integrity, 

commitment to the rule of law, and public service make her an exceptional candidate for this 

important role.  As evidenced by the many members of the legal community who have signed this 

letter, her reputation for thoughtful and well-reasoned decisions has earned her respect from 

colleagues and litigants alike. 

Judge Weilheimer’s qualifications are exemplary and demonstrate her dedication to justice and the 

greater good. She started her career as an assistant district attorney in Philadelphia, and thereafter 

worked at two Montgomery County law firms primarily representing school districts, 

municipalities, and other government entities. From 2004 to 2008, while in private practice, she 

served as an elected Commissioner for Abington Township, Pennsylvania. Judge Weilheimer was 

first elected to the Montgomery County Court of Common Pleas in 2013 and retained in 2023.  

Judge Weilheimer’s dedication to fairness and an unwavering commitment to upholding the rule 

of law have extended beyond her rulings from the bench. Recognizing the need for specialized 

knowledge and attention to cases addressing competency resulting from serious mental illness, 

intellectual disability, autism, dementia, and traumatic brain injury, Judge Weilheimer created the 

Montgomery County Competency Court, which centralized the process for addressing individuals 

with these needs and resulted in a more effective and efficient process.  Judge Weilheimer’s 

Competency Court has become a model for other counties throughout Pennsylvania and resulted 

in her involvement in creating statewide best practice standards for competency and civil 

commitment in cooperation with the Pennsylvania Supreme Court’s mental health initiative.   

Her qualifications, character, and commitment to justice make her an outstanding choice and we 

are confident that Judge Weilheimer will uphold the highest standards of the judiciary. In short, 

each of us believes that Judge Gail A. Weilheimer is eminently qualified for the position for which 

she has been nominated. Her intellect, temperament, work ethic, and integrity will make her an 

outstanding addition to the Eastern District of Pennsylvania. 

Thank you for taking the time to consider this letter.  
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Respectfully submitted,  

Kristen Feden, Shareholder    Jeffery Kolansky, Managing Partner 

ANAPOL WEISS     ARCHER & GREINER 

 

Michael Berry, Partner    Charles S. Marion, Partner 

M. Norman Goldberger, Partner   Melissa Palat Murawsky, Partner 

Kaitlin Gurney, Partner    BLANK ROME 

Matthew N. McClure, Partner 

Ryan Udell, Partner     Melissa Murphy Weber, Senior Attorney 

BALLARD SPAHR     BUCHANAN INGERSOLL AND 

  ROONEY, P.C. 

Kevin Kent, Member     Stewart Cohen, Shareholder 

Lorie K. Dakessian, Member    Harry Roth, Shareholder 

CLARK HILL     COHEN PLACITELLA & ROTH 

Stephen A. Cozen, Chairman    Adam Dickstein, Sr. V.P., General Counsel 

Lisa Calvo Haas, Chief Marketing Officer   and Corporate Secretary 

Steven Haas, Member     CROWN HOLDINGS, INC. 

Michael J. Heller, Exec. Chairman and CEO 

Jeffery Leonard, Member    Steven Bizar, Partner 

Lester Lipschutz, Member    DECHERT 

Matthew Weinstein, Member 

Thomas Witt, Of Counsel    Mark Foley, Partner 

COZEN O'CONNOR    Timothy Katsiff, Partner 

       FAEGRE DRINKER 

Jerry DeSiderato, Partner    Paul Lauricella, Partner 

Timothy Ford, Partner     FELDMAN SHEPARD 

Anne Kane, Partner      

Theresa Loscalzo, Partner    Kevin Raphael, Partner 

Lawrence McMichael, Chairman   FOX ROTHSCHILD 

Ira Richards, Partner      

David Smith, Partner     Charles Kallenbach, General Counsel 

Roger Wood, Partner     FULLSTEAM OPERATIONS LLC 

DILWORTH PAXSON     

Francine Friedman Griesing, Managing John Summers, Shareholder 

  Member      HANGLEY ARONCHICK 

GRIESING MAZZEO 

Darren Check, Partner     David Steerman, Partner 

KESSLER TOPAZ MELTZER &    KLEHR HARRISON 

  CHECK 
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Shanin Specter, Founding Partner   Eli Segal, Partner 

Nadeem Bezar, Partner    LEVAN STAPLETON SEGAL  

KLINE & SPECTER      COCHRAN 

Robert Fox, Partner     Keir Bradford-Grey, Partner 

MANKO GOLD KATCHER & FOX LLP Jeremy Mishkin, Partner 

       MONTGOMERY MCCRACKEN 

Scott Brucker, Exec. V.P. and Chief Legal   Thomas Leonard, III, Partner 

  Officer      David Nasatir, Chairman 

NFI INDUSTRIES, INC.    Gary Samms, Partner 

       OBERMAYER 

Mason Avrigian Jr., Partner     Stephen E. Raynes, Senior Partner 

POST & SCHELL     RAYNES & LAWN 

 

Robert Ross, Founding Partner   George Gowen, Chief Financial and 

ROSS FELLER CASEY      Legal Officer  

       RICOH NORTH AMERICA 

David Gitlin, Partner     Bruce Armon, Partner 

ROYER COOPER     SAUL EWING LLP 

 

Claude Schoenberg     Randi Halbert, Counsel 

SCHOENBERG LAW OFFICE   SEYFARTH SHAW LLP 

Jeffrey Lutsky, Co-Chairman    John C. Ryan, General Counsel 

William Sasso, Chairman Emeritus   TEMPLE UNIVERSITY HEALTH 

STRADLEY RONON      SYSTEM 

Ronald Greenblatt, Partner    Matthew DelDuca, Partner 

Susan Verbonitz, Partner    Amy Ginensky, Senior Counsel 

Walter Weir Jr., Managing Partner   Andrew Rogoff, Senior Counsel 

Marc Zucker, Partner     Michael Schwartz, Partner 

WEIR GREENBLATT PIERCE LLP  Angelo Stio, Partner 

       TROUTMAN PEPPER HAMILTON 

         SANDERS LLP 

 

Rebecca Foley, Counsel    Nathan Andrisani, individually 

WHITE AND WILLIAMS 

 

Nancy Rappaport, individually   Joanne Soslow, individually 


