
 
 

June 3, 2024 
 
The Honorable Richard J. Durbin The Honorable Lindsey Graham 
Chairman Ranking Member 
Committee on the Judiciary Committee on the Judiciary 
U.S. Senate U.S. Senate 
711 Hart Senate Building 211 Russell Senate Building 
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Chairman Durbin and Ranking Member Graham: 
 
We write to express our enthusiastic support for Embry Kidd, who has been nominated to serve as 
a judge on the United States Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit.   
 
We are partners and senior counsel at Williams & Connolly LLP. This letter is from those of us at 
Williams & Connolly who knew Embry, and in many cases worked with him, during his tenure at 
the firm from 2009 through 2014, when he chose to leave the firm to pursue public service with 
the Department of Justice. Most of us have also served as law clerks at different levels of the 
federal judiciary and many of us have appeared before or clerked for the Eleventh Circuit and 
district courts within the Circuit. To put it mildly, we have a diverse range of political viewpoints; 
the undersigned group includes former officials in both Republican and Democratic 
administrations. Yet we are in unanimous agreement on one thing: Embry will be a superb member 
of the federal judiciary. 
  
At Williams & Connolly, we pride ourselves on giving younger attorneys significant practice 
opportunities early in their careers, and Embry was no exception. He was asked to take substantial 
early responsibility for work on a wide variety of matters. Among other things, he assisted in the 
successful defense of civil claims against a senior government official and participated in the 
resolution of a number of multi-million-dollar commercial disputes and government enforcement 
actions, some of which went to trials in which Embry participated. He was also instrumental in an 
administrative trial of a long-serving foreign policy expert, which restored our client’s security 
clearance after a wrongful revocation. Embry also participated in our Firm’s pro bono programs 
including defending two individuals referred by local public defenders in criminal cases. He also 
worked with others on a court-appointed case which ended with a landmark ruling – a position 
affirmed in 2020 by the Supreme Court – allowing damages against a prison official for violating 
the Religious Freedom Restoration Act. 
 
In all of his work here, we and others who worked with Embry found him to be smart, very capable, 
hard-working, and exceptionally collegial. He thought deeply about how best to solve problems 
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for our clients, taking into consideration the clients’ goals, the options provided in the law, 
conflicting law or cases, and any divergent views of others on how best to proceed. He modeled 
what it means to represent clients zealously and ethically. Even early in his career, he showed 
talents that are essential to success as an appellate judge:  he is intelligent, fair, digs deeply into 
the law, and considers divergent viewpoints before making decisions.  
 
In summary, we are confident that Embry will serve the federal judiciary with integrity, 
intelligence, and fairness. We respectfully submit that he is exceptionally qualified to serve as an 
appellate court judge, and we unanimously support his confirmation to the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Eleventh Circuit. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Stephen D. Andrews 
David D. Aufhauser 
William P. Ashworth 
Robert B. Barnett 
Edward C. Barnidge 
Elise M. Baumgarten 
Edward J. Bennett 
Paul E. Boehm 
George A. Borden 
F. Greg Bowman 
Kenneth J. Brown 
William T. Burke 
Dane H. Butswinkas 
Steven M. Cady 
Robert M. Cary 
Holly M. Conley 
Colette T. Connor 
Steven M. Farina 
Stanley E. Fisher 
Thomas S. Fletcher 
David A. Forkner 
Stephen J. Fuzesi 
Paul B. Gaffney 
Bruce R. Genderson 
Adam D. Harber 
Lane Heard 
Thomas G. Hentoff 
Kevin M. Hodges 
M. Elaine Horn 
Deneen C. Howell 

Heidi K. Hubbard 
Matthew V. Johnson 
Malachi B. Jones 
Peter J. Kahn 
Daniel F. Katz 
Margaret A. Keeley 
David E. Kendall 
J. Andrew Keyes 
Sarah F. Kirkpatrick 
David M. Krinsky 
David S. Kurtzer-Ellenbogen 
Simon A. Latcovich 
Mark S. Levinstein 
Amanda M. MacDonald 
Christopher J. Mandernach 
Christopher N. Manning 
Aaron P. Maurer 
Carl R. Metz 
Vidya Atre Mirmira 
Liam J. Montgomery 
Richmond T. Moore 
Ellen E. Oberwetter 
Michael F. O’Connor 
Terrence O’Donnell 
Jessica L. Pahl 
F. Whitten Peters 
Joseph G. Petrosinelli 
Jonathan B. Pitt 
A. Joshua Podoll 
R. Kennon Poteat III 
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Steven M. Pyser 
Stephen D. Raber 
Edward C. Reddington 
David R.J. Riskin 
Tobin J. Romero 
Andrew W. Rudge 
Jessica Bodger Rydstrom 
Amy M. Saharia 
Suzanne M. Salgado 
Ryan T. Scarborough 
John E. Schmidtlein 
Daniel P. Shanahan 
Craig D. Singer 
Beth A. Stewart 
Thomas H.L. Selby 
Kenneth C. Smurzynski 
Joseph M. Terry 
Katherine A. Trefz 
Robert A. Van Kirk 
John K. Villa 
Adrienne E. Van Winkle 
Lance A. Wade 
Neelum J. Wadhwani 
Noah M. Weiss 
Jennifer G. Wicht 
R. Hackney Wiegmann 
John S. Williams 
C. Bryan Wilson 
Alexander S. Zolan 
 
 
 


