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April 7, 2021

The Honorable Charles E. Schumer
Majority Leader

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Minority Leader

United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Richard J. Durbin
Chairman

Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Charles E. Grassley
Ranking Member

Committee on the Judiciary

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Re: Nomination of Kristen Clarke as Assistant Attorney General of the Civil Rights Division of
the United States Department of Justice

Dear Majority Leader Schumer, Minority Leader McConnell, Chairman Durbin and Ranking
Member Grassley:

We, the members of the Board of Directors and Honorary Lifetime Trustees of the Lawyers’
Committee for Civil Rights Under Law and leaders of the legal profession, write in strong
support of the nomination of Kristen Clarke for the position of Assistant Attorney General of the
Civil Rights Division of the United States Department of Justice. Our Board includes
representatives from more than 150 major law firms, Fortune 500 corporations, as well as
academic institutions, each of whom shares a commitment to securing equal justice for all
through the rule of law.

Since its creation in 1963, at the request of President John F. Kennedy, the Lawyers’ Committee
has been a leader in the struggle for safeguarding civil rights. Current events remind us now,
more than ever, of the critical need for experienced, committed and principled leadership at the
Department of Justice generally, and at the Civil Rights Division in particular.

As President and Executive Director of the Lawyers’ Committee for the past five years, Ms.
Clarke has worked tirelessly to lead the organization’s groundbreaking and impactful efforts to
protect civil rights for all. She has done so with an unwavering ethical compass while
representing the highest ideals of the legal profession. In all of her engagements with our Board,
staff, clients and partners, she has conveyed a deep and abiding respect for all people across the
spectrum of race, ethnicity, faith and sexual identity.

1

The Lawyers’ Committee was formed at the request of President John F. Kennedy in 1963



LAWYERS’ COMMITTEE FOR 1500 K Street, NW Tel: 202.662.8600
n“ Suite 900 Fax: 202.783.0857
CIVIL RIGHTS Washington, DC 20005 www.lawyerscommittee.org
u U N D E R L A W

Ms. Clarke is the embodiment of the American ideal: She grew up in Brooklyn, New York, the
daughter of immigrants. Through hard work and discipline, she graduated from Choate
Rosemary Hall, Harvard College and Columbia Law School.

After law school, Ms. Clarke began her career at the very office she has now been tapped to lead,
the Civil Rights Division of the Department of Justice. While working as a trial attorney in the
Voting Section and as a federal prosecutor in the Criminal Section, she handled cases involving
voting rights, hate crimes, and human trafficking. After continuing her fight for justice at the
NAACP Legal Defense Fund and as Chief of the Civil Rights Bureau for the New York State
Attorney General’s Office, in 2016 Ms. Clarke accepted the invitation to lead the Lawyers’
Committee.

Throughout the last five years, during a time of heightened awareness and challenge for the civil
rights agenda, the Lawyers’ Committee has been at the forefront of every major effort to uphold
the rule of law, to confront systemic racism, to protect the underprivileged, and to fight for the
fair administration of justice. The impact our organization has had during this time is a testament
to Ms. Clarke’s leadership. During her tenure, the organization’s docket expanded significantly,
including filing more than 250 cases over a 5-year span. Virtually all of the Lawyers’
Committee’s cases have been carried out in partnership and collaboration with Board members,
their law firms and other members of the private bar.

Canon 2 of the American Bar Association’s Code of Professional Responsibility calls for “every
lawyer, regardless of professional prominence or professional work load, to find some time to
participate in serving the disadvantaged.” Ms. Clarke works every day to promote this principle
by partnering with the private bar to ensure that law firms and corporations across the country
devote significant time and resources to serving the disadvantaged and to promoting equal justice
under law. One example of this is Election Protection, the nation’s largest non-partisan voter
protection program, which is led by the Lawyers’ Committee and supported by Board members.
More than 42,000 lawyers across the country supported this extraordinary, non-partisan program
under Ms. Clarke’s watch in 2020.

We know Ms. Clarke well, we have worked with her and seen her in action, and we know that
she has fought throughout her career to achieve the goals of equity and justice for all. Kristen
Clarke is the perfect choice to lead the Civil Rights Division of the United States Department of
Justice as it confronts the inequities faced by so many Americans during this difficult time. She
has our complete confidence and support, and we urge her swift confirmation.

With Regards,
Officers

Shira Scheindlin, Co-Chair New York
Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP?

! Please note, the signatories listed below have joined solely in their personal capacity. The firms, organizations, and
universities listed are provided for identification purposes of the signatory only.
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Joseph K. West, Co-Chair Washington, D.C.
Duane Morris, LLP

Nicholas Christakos, General Counsel Maryland
Eversheds Sutherland (US) LLP

Eleanor Smith, Secretary Washington, D.C.
Zuckerman Spaeder LLP

David Smith, Treasurer Pennsylvania
Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis LLP

Damon T. Hewitt, Acting President & Executive Director Washington, D.C.

Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law

Executive Committee Members

Stanley J. Brown, Hogan Lovells Washington, D.C.
Danielle Holley-Walker, Howard University School of Law Washington, D.C.
Michael Jones, Kirkland & Ellis LLP Washington, D.C.
James P. Joseph Arnold & Porter LLP Washington, D.C.
Robert E. Harrington, Robinson, Bradshaw & Hinson, P.A. North Carolina
Adam Klein, Outten & Golden LLP New York

Don J. Rosenberg, Qualcomm California
Thomas L. Sager, Ballard Spahr LLP Delaware

Jane Sherburne, Sherburne PLLC Washington, D.C.
Teresa Wynn Roseborough, The Home Depot Georgia

Board of Directors

Atiba Adams, Mars Incorporated New York

Kevin Armstrong, Mitchell Hamline School of Law Minnesota

Roy Austin, Jr. Washington, D.C.
Adam Banks, Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP New York

Daniel Barr, Perkins Coie, LLP Arizona

Judy Barrasso, Barrasso, Usdin, Kupperman, Freeman & Sarver  Louisiana
Douglas Baruch Washington, D.C.
Lynne Bernabei, Bernabei & Kabat PLLC Washington, D.C.
Laura Besvinick, Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP Florida

John Bick, Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP New York
Victoria Bjorklund, Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP (Ret.) New York
Jonathan Blackman, Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP New York
Benjamin Blustein, Miner Barnhill & Galland, P.C. Ilinois

David Bodney, Ballard Spahr LLP Arizona

Gary Bornstein, Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP New York

Kim Boyle Louisiana

Alvin Bragg, New York Law School New York

Chava Brandriss, Davis Wright Tremaine LLP Washington, D.C.
Terrel Broussard, Broussard Dispute Solutions LLC Louisiana

David Brown, Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP New York
Paulette Brown, Locke Lord LLP New Jersey
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Paulette Caldwell, New York University School of Law Emerita New York
Douglass Cassel, King & Spalding LLP New York
Todd Chandler New York
Michael Chanin, Retired Maryland
Kami Chavis, Wake Forest University School of Law North Carolina
Fay Clayton, Retired Illinois

Lisa Cleary New York
Peter Connell, Retired Maryland
Jeanine Conley Daves, Littler Mendelson Massachusetts

Edward Correia, Correia & Associates, PC
Michelle Craig, Transcendent Law Group

Washington, D.C.

Nora Cregan, The Access Project, Inc. California
Terry Dee, McDermott Will & Emery LLP Ilinois
Armand Derfner, Derfner & Altman South Carolina
Cynthia Dow, Russell Reynolds Associates Massachusetts
Emma Dickson, BroadRiver Asset Management, L.P. New York

Joseph Drayton, Cooley LLP
Paul Eckstein, Perkins Coie LLP

New York and New Jersey
Arizona

Robert Ehrenbard, Kelley, Drye & Warren LLP New York
John Ericson, Simpson, Thacher & Bartlett LLP New York
Ira M. Feinberg, Hogan Lovells US LLP New York

Owen Fiss, Sterling Professor Emeritus of Law, Yale University
Marc Fleischaker, Aren’t Fox, LLP

Connecticut
Washington, D.C.

John Fleming Georgia

Eleanor Fox, New York University School of Law New York

Harold Franklin, Jr., King & Spalding LLP Georgia
Shirlethia V. Franklin, Jones Day Washington, D.C.
Marc Gary, Jewish Theological Seminary Georgia

Joseph Gelb, Weil Gotshal & Manges New York
Danielle C. Gray, Blue Cross and Blue Shield of North Carolina  North Carolina
Ernest LaMont Greer, Greenberg Traurig, LLP Georgia

Deepak Gupta, Gupta Wessler PLLC and Harvard Law School Washington, D.C.
Gregory Hansel, Preti Flaherty Beliveau & Pachios LLP Maine

John Harkrider, Axinn, Veltrop & Harkrider LLP New York
Conrad K. Harper New York

Sarah Harrington Washington, D.C.
David Harris, Lowenstein Sandler LLP (Ret.) New Jersey

Keith Harrison, Crowell & Moring LLP Washington, D.C.
Vilia Hayes, Hughes Hubbard & Reed LLP New York
Andrew D. Hendry, Colgate-Palmolive Company (Ret.) North Carolina
Damaris Hernandez, Cravath, Swaine & Moore New York
Kirkland Hicks, Traffk, LLC Florida

Jay Himes, Labaton Sucharow LLP New York

Derek Ho, Kellogg, Hansen, Todd, Figel & Frederick, PLLC Washington, D.C.
Matthew Hoffman Maryland
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Sadik Huseny, Latham & Watkins LLP California

R William Ide, Akerman Georgia

Robert Kapp, Hogan Lovells Washington, D.C.
Jerome Katz, Ropes & Gray LLP New York
Michael Keats New York

Kim Keenan Washington, D.C.
Past President District of Columbia Bar and National Bar Association

Susan Kennedy, Baker Botts L.L.P. Texas

Andrew Kentz, Picard, Kentz, and Rowe, LLP Washington, D.C.

Charles Kerr, Morrison & Foerster LLP (Ret.) New York

Paul Kiernan, Holland & Knight LLP Washington, D.C.

John S. Kiernan, Debevoise & Plimpton LLP New York

Loren Kieve, Kieve Law Offices California

Alan Klinger, Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP New York

Naho Kobayashi, McGuireWoods LLP North Carolina

Daniel Kolb, Davis Polk & Wardwell New York

Edward Labaton Washington, D.C.

Michael Lacovara, Latham & Watkins LLP New York

Gregory Landis, Yarmuth LLP Washington

Brian Landsberg, University of the Pacific, California
McGeorge School of Law

Charles T. Lester, Jr. Georgia

Jerome Levine, Loeb & Loeb LLP New York

John Libby, Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP California

Marjorie Press Lindblom, Kirkland & Ellis LLP New York

Andy Liu, Nichols Liu LLP Washington, D.C.

Jack Londen, Morrison & Foerster LLP California

Christopher Mann New York

Christopher M. Mason, Nixon Peabody LLP New York

Brian Matsui
Marilyn McClure-Demers, Nationwide Mutual Insurance
Tom McDonald, Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease LLP
Robert McDuff, Mississippi Center for Justice
Neil McKittrick

Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak & Stewart, P.C.
James McLoughlin Jr., Moore & Van Allen PLLC

Washington, D.C.
Ohio
Washington, D.C.
Mississippi
Massachusetts

North Carolina

Brian Melendez, Barnes & Thornburg LLP Minnesota

Becky Monroe California
Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights

Rodney Moore, Dentons US LLP Georgia

Robert Murphy, Casner & Edwards, LLP Massachusetts

John Nonna, Westchester County Law Department New York

Linda Odom
Alex Young K. Oh

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP
Bradley Phillips, Munger Tolles & Olson LLP
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Michael Pignato, Dorsey & Whitney LLP
Bettina B. Plevan, Proskauer
Kenneth A. Polite Jr., Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Harold Pope, Dykema
Neil Potts
Eva Pulliam, Arent Fox LLP
Tracie N. Ransom, Ransom Strategies Group LLC
John Relman, Relman Colfax, PLLC
Michael Remington
Wendolyn Richards, Miller, Canfield, Paddock and Stone
William Robinson, University of the District of Columbia
Sidney Rosdeitcher,
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP
David Rosenbaum, Osborn Maledon, P.A.
Paul C.Saunders
John Savarese, Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz
Richard Schwartz, Holland & Hart LLP
Jennifer Scullion
Marc Seltzer
Marsha E. Simms, Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP
John S.Skilton, Perkins Coie LLP
Matthew Slater, Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP
Rodney Slater,Squire Patton Boggs LLP
Mark Srere, Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP
Neil Steiner, Dechert LLP
Michael Swartz, Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP
Craig Thompson, Venable LLP
Rossie Turman, Lowenstein Sandler LLP
Suzanne Turner, Dechert LLP
Michael Tyler, Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP
Sharon Werner, PNC Bank
Joe R. Whatley Jr., Whatley Kallas, LLP
Raymond Williams, DLA Piper LLP (US)
Brenda Wright, Demos
Ekow Yankah, Cardozo Law School
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New York
Pennsylvania
Michigan
California
Washington, D.C.
Missouri
Washington, D.C.
Wisconsin
Michigan
Washington, D.C.
New York

Arizona

New York

New York
Washington, D.C.
New York
California

New York
Wisconsin
Washington, D.C.
Washington, D.C.
Washington, D.C.
New York

New York
Maryland

New York
Washington, D.C.
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New York
Pennsylvania
Massachusetts
New York
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