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April 29, 2021
The Honorable Charles E. Schumer The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Majority Leader . Minority Leader
United States Senate United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510
The Honorable Richard J. Durbin , The Honorable Charles E. Grassley
Chairman : Ranking Member
Committee on the Judiciary ‘ Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Majority Leader Schumer, Minority Leader McConnell, Chairman Durbin and Ranking
Member Grassley:

I write to express my strong support for Kristen Clarke, the President’s nominee to serve as
Assistant Attorney General of the Civil Rights Division.

I serve as the Sheriff in Dane County, Wisconsin. I was first elected to this position in 2006 and
have served four terms in office, and have over 40 years of service in law enforcement. Our
office serves the city of Madison, the capitol of Wisconsin, and its surrounding cities and towns.
I also serve as President of the National Sheriffs’ Association, an organization I hold in very high

regard.

Building trust between law enforcement and communities is essential for law enforcement to
effectively serve all members of our community. This overarching value is a bedrock principle
that has guided my stewardship of the Sheriff’s office, and is shared by law enforcement leaders
all across the country. This bedrock value is also important to federal law enforcement leaders,
who partner with state and local law enforcement to promote public safety and build public trust.

It is with this in mind that I strongly support Kristen Clarke, the President’s Civil Rights
Division nominee. Ms. Clarke has built trust at every stage of her career. When she was a federal
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prosecutor as a young attorney, she gained the trust of federal agents and domestic violence
survivors and crime victims. When she was the Chief of the Civil Rights Bureau in the New
York State Attorney General’s office, she built trust among New Yorkers to protect their rights
to practice their faiths, to allow for language access, and to protect against discrimination at
work. When Ms. Clarke left government service to lead the non-profit Lawyers’ Committee of
Civil Rights Under Law, Ms. Clarke gained the trust of hate crimes victims and survivors, to
ensure that they could obtain justice against their perpetrators.

As a tireless advocate for those who have been targeted by inequality, hate, and discrimination,
Ms. Clarke is exactly the type of person who should be charged with guarding and enforcing this

country’s core federal civil rights laws. She is an exemplary lawyer and leader who possesses the
character, qualifications, and commitment to lead the Civil Rights Division.

I urge you and your colleagues to support Ms. Clarke’s nomination.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

1D \\N\M

David J. Mahoney
Sheriff
Dane County, Wisconsin
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